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the necessary and inevitable results of the habit preva- the anomaly is all the greater when we consider that this 
lent among savage men to maltreat and clagratle their failure affects chitfly that portion of Man's nature 
\"omell,-its effects  upoll the colls:itutio~l, and  char- , which has the direction of the res:-on which the whole 
actei-, and endurance of children, \x7e cannot fail to 
see how grossly unnatural it is, ho!~, it 113ust tend to the 
greater and greater degratlation of the  race, and how re- 
covery frsm this do,,vn,,vard parh must become more 
and more difficult or impossible. But vicious, destruc- 
tive, ullnatural a s  this habit is, it is not the  only one or 
the \vorst of sirnilar character Lvhicll prevail among ray- 

X horrid catalogue comes to our remem- /age men. 

bralice ~ v h e n  we think of them-polyandry, infanticide, / 

cannibalism, deliberate cruelty, sys temat~c  slaughter 

counected with warlike passions or wit11 religious cus- 

toms. Nor are these vices, or the evils resulting from , 

them, peculiar to the savage State. Some of them, ' 

indeed, more or less chauged and modltied in form, at- 

tail1 a rank luxuriance i l l  c ivil l~ed communities, corrupt 

the very bones ant1 marro\T70f society, and have brought 

powerlul nations to decay and death. 


It is, ~ndeed ,  i~npos~ ib l e  !to loolc abroad either upon the 
past history or theesistingco~lditiori of mallliind, whether 
savage or ciiilizecl, lvithout seeing that  it prestnts phen- 
ornena which are strange and ~nonstrous-incapable of 
being reduced within the harmony of things or recon- , 
cilei! with the uuity of Nature. T h e  contrasts which it : 
presents to the general laws and course of Xature can- 
not be stated too brcadly. There is nothing like it in the 
world. I t  is an element of confusioll amldst universal 
order. Powers excep.ionally high spending themselves 
in activities exceptionally base ; the cieslre and the fa- 
culty of acquir~ng kno\~letlge coupled with tlie desire and i
the faculty of turning it to the worst account;  illstincts ,
immeasurabl; superlor to those of other creatures, along 1 

side of conduct and of habits very much below the level 
of tlie beasts-such are the co1nI)ioations with which we 
have to deal a s  unquestionable facts when we contern- 
plate the actual contlition of iilankind. And they are 
cornb~natioas in the highest degree unnatural;  there is 
~ i o t h ~ n gto account for, or to explain them in any appar- 
ent narural necessity. 

T h e  cluestion then arises, as  one of the greatest of all 
mysteries--how it is and whpit is that  the higher gifts of 
hIan2s natui-e sliould not have been associate.1 with cor- 1 
responding dispositious to lead a s  straight and as  unerr- 
ingly to the crown and consu~nrnation of his course, as  I 
the dispositions of other creatures do lead them to the 1 
perfect development of their powers and the perfect dis- 
charge of their functions in the economy of Nature ? 

It is a s  if weapons had been placed in the hands of 
Man which he has not the strength, nor the knowledge, 
nor the reciitude of will to micld aright. I t  is in this 
contrast that  he stands alone. In the light of this con-
trast we see that the corruption of human nature is not a 
mere dogma of theology, but a fact of science. T h e  na-
ture oi man is seen to be corrupt not merely a s  compared 
with some imaginary standard ~viiich is supposed to have 
existed at  some former tlme, but a s  compared with 
a standard which prevails in every other department of 
Nature a t  the present day. W e  see, too, that  the anal- ' 

ogics of crea t~on are adverse to the  supposition that this ; 
conditicn of things was original. I t  loclzs a s  if soine- 
thing excepzional must have happened. The  rule 
throughout all the rest of Kature is, that every creature 
does hanclle the gifts n.hic11 have been given to it with 
a sltill as  wonderful as  ~t is complete, for the highest 
purposes of its being, and for the fultill~nent of its part 
in the unity of creat~on, In Man alone we have a b e ~ n g  
in whom his acljustment is imperfect-in whom this 
faculty is so detective as often to miss its aim. Instead 
of u n ~ t y  of law w1t11 certainty and harmony of result, 
we have antagonism of laTvs, Tvit13 results, a t  thbest, of  
much often of hopeless failure. ~~d 

7 hIalthus, 6th Edition,vol. i . ,  p. 39. 

result depends, as  regards his conduct, his happiness, 
and his destiny. T h e  general fact is this:--First, :hat 
Man is prone to set up and to invent standards of obli- 
gations which are low, false, mischievous, and even ruin- 
ous ; and secondly, that when he has become possessecl 
of standards of obligation \i,hich are high, and true, 
beneficient, he is prone first, to fall short in the observ- 
ante of the , ant1 nest, to suffer them, through varlous 
processes ot decay, to  be obsc~lred and lost. 

ASTRONOMSr. 

THE LICK OBSERVATORY. 
\fTorlc upon LIount Hamilton, the site of the new Lick 

Observatory, has been pushed forxvard a s  rapic]ly as  could 
be expected, and it is problble that the b u ~ i d i ~ l gwill be 
sufficiently finished to receive a portion of the instru-
ments in the fdll of th:s year. For  instrumental equip- 
ment, a 12-inch Clark glass and tube, made for Dr. 
Draper, has bee13 bought, and uill be iitted to an  eqilato-
rial mounting. A 4-1nc11 transit, made on the same 
pat ter i~sa s  tile 4-incli meritlian circle of l'rinceton Ccllrge, 
\ ~ ~ i t ha f e ~ v  cllanges introduced by Professors Ke\vcornb 
and Holden, has bren ordered from Fauth  & Co. ,  of 
TVashington. I t  ~~7111 s e ~ l tto Californ~a in October, be 
a ~ l dwill probably be mounted by Prof. Holden, a ~ i d  used 
by him in connection wit11 the 12-inch ecluatorial, to ob- 
serve the transit of LIerc~~l-y il011 Noveinl~er7, 1881. 
Kepsolds ~neridian circle of six inches aperture \rill so011 
be ortleretl, as \\ell as a sillall vertical circle. r21va~~Clark 
& Sons, of Cainbritlg-e, 11al.e receil-ed tlie contract to 
make a glass tliree feet in diameter, a t  a cost of $5o,ooo. 
Tlie ecjuntorinl momntnig for this immeiise objective (44 per 
cent, inore po\verful tlian that ortleretl for the Russian 
Go~ernnient ,~vi th  aperture of 30 inches, and IOO p, r cent. 
more 1101verful than the great ~T~asli ington refractor) is 
not 1-et provitletl for. Proposals will be obtai~ied from tlie 
11rinci11al instriiment makers of Europe and this comitrl;, 
and tlie meclianical part \\-ill probably cost as nlucli as the 
optical. 

Geileral plaos for the buildings xiere prepared by Pro- 
fessors Ye~vcomb ant1 Holtlen, in August, I 880, aild will 
govern the more tletailed plans which are to be prepared 
by the architects. A dome for the 12-inch equatorial is 
already in process of construction. 

T h e  work done upon $11.Hamiltcn by Mr. Burnham 
in the surllmer of 1879 shows how well suited the high 
situation is for astronomical observations, and much will 
be expected from an observator~l so we11 provided with 
powerful instruments. 

" THE'ASTROKO~IISCHET \ T A C H R I C H T E Z I ' . ' - C J ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
to what has been lately stated, it appears that this peri- 
odical will st111 be ed~ ted  by Dr .  C. F. \T'. Peters, who has 
for some time conducted it, anti \Ye are informed there is 
a probability that Prof. Icruger may set afloat a new as- 
tronomical journal under his own management."--
h"ilztre. 

-- 
SITE FOR THE NEW ~ A V A LOBSERVATORY.-~he 

Conlrnission appointed by Congress to select a site for 
the p ~ ~ p o s e c l  new Naval Observatory has purchased the 
Barbour estate, in Georgetown, a t  a cost ot 863,ooo. A 
detailed descril~tion of the location will shortly appear. 

W. C. W. 
' i V . i s ~ r s ~ ~ o s ,  10,1881.d f a ~ c h  

n T e  notice, in the last nulllber of the Clze~~ictzlNews, 
tha t  Mr. 31. Benjamin, to whom we are indebted for 
notices of the American Chemical Society, was  elected a 
Fellow of the Chemical Society, London. , 


