
SCIENCE. 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION.  

In its annual report for 1880 the Srnithsonian Institu- 
tion purposes publishing a bibliography of American 
Anthropology for that year. ' I  he list will include not 
only the titles of works in that special branch, where- 
ever issued, but also the publications of American 
scholars in all depariments of this science, and you ~vil l  
confer a favor on the estahlishinent by sending it a copy 
of each of pour worlts up011 the subject puhl~shed during 
the year 1880. Should this be impracticable, hen-ever, 
please send a list of your onTn ruemoirs and of those of 
the scientific associations with which yon are connected, 
bearing upon Anthropology, in each case giving the full 
title, author's name, edi~ion, imprint, size, number of 
pages, maps, engravings, etc, l i  the  publication forms 
a part of a perioclical or of the proceedings of a scientific 
association, the fact should be distinctly stated. In the 
case of separate xi~orks, references to periodicals in which 
reviews have appeared should also be given. 

In order to give permanent value to this list and to 
obviate delay in the appearance of the volume, you \\.ill 
oblige the Institution by coinplying with its request as  
soon as  poss~ble. 

SPENCERF. BAIRD, 
Seii-etais 5;izifiiso~zini~ Ztzsfificfiui?. 

WASHINGTON,D. C., February I ,  1881. 

SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES  OF \X7\'ASHIKGTON. 

THEBIOLOGICALSOCIETY.--At the Biological Society, 
Fr:day evening, Fehruary 11, the entire evening was 
spent in discussing the annual addr tss  of President 
Theodore Gill, tlrlirertd at  the previous meeting, Dr. 
\Vhite and Professor \Vard, in company wit11 the Presi- 
dent, revirwed the arguments which have been offtretl 
hy various natuialists, including Professor Burt G. 
Wilder and Dr.  Coues, for the ex~stence of antero-poste- 
rior symmetry in the vertebrates. T h e  conclusion reachetl 
was, that, while there are many and very plausible reasons 
in favor of this view, on the whole, the weight of testi-
mony is on the opposite side. Dr. Icing gave a descrip-
tion of one or two cases ot herinaphrotlitisi11 which had 
come under his notice. This was the occasion of an 
interesting discussion as  to the meaning of the term and 
the possibilities of the phenomenon in the  human subject. 
Professor TVard brought fornrartl the arguments of 
Haeckel for the estai~lishment of a ltingdom of nature in- 
termediate between the Iregetable and the Animal 
Icingdoms. 

T H E  ANTHROPOLOGICAL Antliropo-S O C I E , ~ Y , - T ~ ~  
logical Society inet on Tuesday evening, Febt-uary I 5, 
Vice-President Mason in the chair. T h e  following 
papers were ailnounced : "Soine peculiarities in the use 
of moods in the principal Neo. L a ~ i n  Languages. "-By 
H. L. T l~omas .  " Aboriginal burial cave 111 the Vallty 
of the South Slienandoal?."-By Elrner R .  Reynoltls. 
" Amphibious aborigines oi i-l1aska."-By Ivan Petroff. 

Latin rules. T h e  Portuguese, Spanish, French, Italian 
and Romance proper, had all affected the Latin usages 
in the use of the subordinate subjunctive, but had done 
this, so to  speak, in their ow11 way : which gives io the 
subject a special ethnologic value. 

T h e  author justly paid a high tribute to the opinion 
set forth by Professor Fay, in a communication made 
to the Society l'ast year, that we are not to loolc in class- 
ical Latin but in the old Roman folk-speech for the 
;~ncestor of these borrowed forms. During the discuss-
ion which followed hy Professor Antisell, Dr. Welling 
and the chair, the iilterestirlg quesrion was mooted 
~vllether in the advance of scientific certitucle the use ofe 
subjunctive or doubtful fbrms were not sloughed off. 

Dr .  Reynolds gave a brief but highly interesting de- 
scription of a visit to a cave in Page valley, Virginia, 
near the celebrated Luray ca.vern, containing numerous 
human remains. The  Srnithsonian Institution had sent 
out many hundreds of circulars, to every post-office in 
the United States, but had failed to receive information 
of a single ~ n o u n d  or permanent remain in the valley of 
V~rginia.  Dr. Reynolds, in the short space of a month 
traced twenty-five mounds, ossuaries, forts, ateliers, and 
bone caves. T h e  paper was illustrate(! with a large 
collection of human bones, stone implements, and 
pottery. 

AhIERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY.  

T H E  February coizvcrsnaz'o~ze of the American 
Chemical Society took place Xlonday evening, the 21st 
inst. No papers were read, but a number of interestii~g 
specimens were exhibited. Among these was a quantity 
of that poisonous alltaloid, nicotine, which hIr. \Villiam 
I<upp, one of the curators of the society, had hiluself 
prepared. hIr. P .  Casamajor, by nieaiis of a microscope 
\\-it11 an 8-10 objective, sllo~vecl a simple way to distin-
guish between pure sugar and that aciulterated \\,it11 glu- 
cose. The  fornler crystalizes in large and characteristic 
forills \vhile the glucuse appears much finer, and as  poor- 
ly tlefined cystals. So that when the two are mixed no tlif- 
ficulty ~vould be had in distinguishing the adulterated 
from the pure, providetl a microscope was usetl. 

A large piece of glass painted \\-it11 Balmaiil's Luini-
nous I'aiilt mas esllihited by hIr. LI. Benjamin. This paint 
was discovered in I 877 by Mr. Ualmain, ail English chem- 
ist, and has recently been brought to tliis country. It pos- 
sesses the peculiai- po\ver of phosphorescence, or the prop- 
erty of absorbing lig-llt during the daytime, ant1 theii emit- 
ting it in the darkness. I t  is preparetl by calcining oyster 
shells with sulpliur, ant1 treating the resulting calciuni 
sulphide wit11 the proper articles necessary to for111 a 
paint. 

Its uses are numerous; miners lamps are paiiltetl with 
it, and used instead of the ordinary safety lamp ; it has 
been suggested that screens coatetl with this paint be 
used for illun~iiiating purposes along the galleries of 
mines. Its marine applications are very important. the 
~ a i n t i n gof life buoys, ant1 also stationary buoys, so that 

Mr. Thomas, the translator of the State De l~a~ tn i en t ,they can be seen at  night-time, the hulls and rlgging of 
announcecl that the object of his paper was to follow the 
history of the Latin rules respecting the sequence of 
mootls in con~ples  sentences in the languages of Soutliern 
Europe, commonly called Romance or Seo-Latin. Tlie 
author directed attention to the fact that nuinerous 
editors of the Last few centuries hat1 illade changes in the 
moods of Latin verbs in order to bring them under certain 
fixed rules from which the Latins had never varied. By
numerous citations from very old editions these changes 
were exposed. 

T h e  next point elaborated was  the national peculiar- 
ties which had manifested themselves in the adoption of 

ships treated in this manner might pre\rei~t collisions. 
Divers costunles painted nit11 it are found to yield liglit 
after the diver has tlescended, in fact, sufficiently so to 
enable him to distinguish quite minute objects. 

Tunnels may be illuminated by tliis paint. It has been 
successfully employetl to liglit rail~vay cars at  night time. 
T h e  time of night is readily told from clocks and ~vatches 
~vhose  faces are coated n-it11 this substance. Signs ant1 
atlvertisements are among the many uses to ~ ~ ~ l l i c l l  it may 
be put. TvIoi-e appplications will suggest themselves to 
every one. M. B. 

N,  Y , ,Feb. 22, 1681, 


