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SCIENCE. 13 

Cayenne pepper ill a trance, believing it to be  sugar, 
appeared to be not incollvelliellced in the least when SCIENCE : I 

I 
he returned to a ilorinal conditioil. But still Illore re- 
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NOTICE 7'0 SI:I3SCRIRERS. 

TVe consicles i t  clue to those suhscril~crs rho 1 1 ~ ~ - e 
faroreci 

us  ~ v i t l itheir subscriptions, pre\-ious to the pablication of 
our  club rates, that they slio~iltlhave the privileges of the 
list. Tiley can therefore send us subscriptions for any or 
all of tlle publicatioils llametl at tlolible rates, tlle retl~~ced 
less $4,the s~ibscriptioil price of " Sc~esclc." 
-~- .~ - --- .-

' rhe lecture of Dr. George F. Beard 011 \i711at lie 
l~rcfersto call ( (  hiesnleric Trance," delivered this week 
before the New York Academy of Sciences, in the hall 
of tlle Neiv Pork Acadeolj- of hlediciae, receiver1 the 
close attention of an audience the m4ority of wllicll, 
apl)arelrtly, nritaesserl tlre esl~eriinents for tlre first 
time. 

Dr. Beard described, briefly, tlie various ibrllls of 

marlial~lewas the 1,ehavior of the patient who was 
111ade . (s tone (leaf," Dr. Beard sllouted in m i l l t o  
this man, a tuning fork n.as sounded, a bell rung, and 
even a pistol fired close to his ilevotecl head, mllile the 
patient reillailled eloquently silent and appareiltly 
oblivious to all external solmds. 

T o  de-hypnotize the subject, Dr. Beard, uilillillclful 
of tlle fact that he was supposed to be addressing a 
deaf pcrson, said, in all ordiaarp tone of voice : " It's 
all rigllt !" that being the usual phrase employecl. T o  

I the surprise of lllally prese~lt, the patient (perhaps not 
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desiring a co~zfi-ck~//~,&to mar the l)erformance) took 
tllc cue and quietly resunlet1 llis seat. 

T o  a popidar indience Dr. l3eard.s tlreories and er-  
l~eriments illigllt have partalie~l of the character of a 
revelatioo. lnlt ire believe that irealy all our present 
knon-ledge of the subject dates fro111 I>raid's book on 
~ ~ ~l,ublislled, illore~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~twenty years ago. 

Tlle policy of such pul~lic exhibitions may be well 
cluestioiled; in Viellila they have been prohibited, 

and as no nenr truth can be gained or science ad- 
vanced by relleatillg these exlleriments in such a man- 

,,,,, lrlli lnake tllelll slll,ject for all eT-ellillg~s 
a,,se,l,llt lIefore scielitific society? 

~l~~ llatiellts selected l,er~orlll l,mts collstalltljr, 
and tllus 1)eco~lle finally, perhaps ullconsciously, Illore 

anrl lllore r,.ained to elallorate their so tllst, 
even admitting the gelluineaess of tlie performance, 
tile erl)eri~~lelltsmay be, at least so far, manufactured. 

~l~~ s,llljeCts Of D ~ .~~~~d are c l l i e~y  selected frolll 
tile llervolls classes of ollr llopulatioll, aIld a l ~ ~ l o l l g ~ ~  

be ,17illi,lg to air their lIefore a 
faslliolla~le aLlcliellce, it \,-ollld al,l,ear to be a cllarita-
llle course to keel, tllelll from sucll public ex~-,i~litiolls 
n,hicll rss,llt only in aggravatillg their morllid 
telldeilcies. . 
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NEILr YORIC ACADELIY OF SCIENCES. 
The Comrnittez on Lectures announces that the re-

m;rintler of the cJurse will embrace five lectures, to be 
deli\.ered at t h e  ne,+vHall cf tlie , 4ca~en lyof h ~ ~ ~ l i ~ i ~ ~ ,  
No, 12 \Vest Thirty-first street, Ne\v Yorlc City, on the 
third h I ~ n t l a \ ~  of each month. 

l ' l~eie lcctures are iree to the public, but admission is 
sirictly confiilecl to those holding tickets, n-hich nlay be . 
ol~tainerlof 1).S. AIzrtin, 236 West Fourth street; W. P. 
Troivixidgz, School of AIines, East Forty-ilinth street, 
a n d  Ales, A.Julien, School of IIines, East Forty-ninth 
,tre,t. 

trance ~vi th 1ihic11 ~ ~ e ~ ~ r o l o ~ i s t s  fa~ililiar, aiul ~1~1.851are 
supported by eight trance subjects, who exl~ibited 
lllallifestatiorls of trance phenomena, to the equal sat- !isfactioll of tlle lecturer ancl his appreciative ar~tlicllce. 

111 regard to the geiluinene!:~ of Dr. Beard's demoa- ' 
strations have lm iloobt that, sobstantially, tlrej- I 
were bn~ciz/Sire,b ~ i t  it seeilled apparent that the mis- I 

erable objects ~ v h o  did duty on the occasion over-
acted their parts, and it may be even now an open 

- , 
question wlletller Dr. Beard or audiellce \vas ! 
Illore imposed upon. \FTit1lout iilteildillg to assert I 

tllat ail iml~osition was iiltended or l~racticed on the 
Ioccasioll, jt is not difficult to sllonr, 

nlany of the experimeilts miglit have been illusions. 
' ~ W Oof the so-called patients ,yere evide!ltly trained 
llerfor,llers, if professiollal actors; if lllerely ama- 1 
tenrs they surely missecl their T-ocatioa. One of these , 

1)atiellts could tllrow llilllse!f fro111 all erect l~os i t io l~  Tile prograinme includzs the following lzctures : Jan-

to the stage, oil his face, with tile ease of a n  :xcrobat; 
the other declai~lled Shakesp-nre at  short notice, with 
tile eilergp alld llersistellce of a blrrel orgall. 0tller 

experiments also developed p!leaomena, wllicll were 
not part of tlie programme. T h e  boy rvho ate 

uary 17th, Respiration, hg Dr. J .  \IT.S. Ar~lold; Febru-
1 ary  2 r s t ,  The Rel,ti,ian Afini t iesof Birds, by Professor 

Etlwar,l S.Morse ; March 2 1 ,  Sensation and Pain, by 
I Dr. Ch~rle;  Fayette Taylor ; April 18tl1, Temple ~ r c h i -
I tecture of the Tenth to the F~ftetnth Century, by I'i.0-

I fesjor  Ge2rge W, Plym3to,l; ~ 1 % ~  organicIotl,, ~ h -
Elements, by l'mfeiior Albert II.L ~ e d s .  


