
- - - -  

SCIENCE. 223 

A M E R I C A N  MUSEUM O F  I\;'ATUKAL HISTORY, 
NETS' YORI<. 

The  c u s t o m a r j - a u t u m ~ ~  reception at the American RIuseum 
of Natural I-listory, Sevcnty~.sevcnth street, near Central 
Park ,  took place on the 27th instant, from t n ~ o  to five 
o'cloclr in the afternoon. T h e  a!tcndancc was not so large 
as  upon former occasions. ritnong the t rustees  prcsc.nt 
wcrc noted Mr.  Robert I,. Stuart,  President  ; hIcssrs. Rob- 
ert Colgate, Benjamin H.  Field,  Adrian Isellil, IlIorris I<.  
Jcsup,  James 31. Constal)le, Joseph \V. Drcscl ,  F ~ e d e r i c  
W. Stevens, H u g h  Auchincloss, Oliver IIarl-iman, ex-Gov- 
crnor E .  D. Morgan,  John 13. Sher~vood ,  R .  H. L<eeilc, 
PI-ofcssor Egglcston,  Rev. Ur. T r i n ~ b l c ,  i i r l i a ~ l s : ~ ~  ; Profrs-
sor Daniel S. Martin, Rutger's College, with many others. 

T h e  additions and  improvements since the last ?eception, 
in 'Iay of the present year, may be  briefly summarized as  
folloms: In  the lower hall the Binney and Bland collection I, 
of land ancl fresh water s l ~ c l l sformed a new feature. It 
contained the typical specimens that al-c to be nlet with in 
the \vurlcs of those autliors, and  was p r c s c ~ ~ t c dby twelve 
menibers. T h e  wllole was enclosed in a dcslc case, plac- 
cd bctxrccn cases R and i<. Besides this the slrelctons of 
three Australians mere there to challenge the attention of 
scientists. These i n t e r e s t ~ ~ ~ g  were gift ofspecimens tile 
Mr. IlIorris l i .  J csup ,  and m:ry be inspected in case A. In 
the main hall,  the Alaximilian collection of birds, attracted 
the attention of v i s~ tors  ; they have been re-mounted 011 the 
new stands dcscril~ecl in a11 article in " SCIEXCL." October 
7 last,  under the title of " flild Euruiture, by Dr. Holcier. 
the Assistant Superintendent .  iVc direct the attention of 
those making collections of h-atnral I l istory specimens, to 
these s tands ; they a r r  inexpensive, anti possess many ad- 
vantzges. T h e  North American c o l l c c t i o ~ ~n.as increased 
by six hundred spec in~eos .  

The  gallery s i a~rmay  sho\ved a detailed ethnological map 
of A f r ~ c a ,  clralvn on :i large scale by Professor Bickmore. 
Theaddit ions to the Ethnological Collection from the South 
Seas consist of a mar canoe (case No. I ) ,  New Zealand 
weapons and carvings (case No. 3) and s tone axes from Kew 
C ~ ~ i n e a(case No.  4). Tlie set of ornaments  and carvings 1 
from ~ r i t i s h  Columbia, presented by Alr. 11. I?. B i s l ~ o p  
(case LI), proved to be intel-esting, a s  many items mere in-
cludeil mliich appeared u n f a ~ n i l ~ a r  people present. to most 
T h e  (;cologic:il Hal l  received seven gcologicnl l n ~ p s  of 1;ast- 
ern Sort11 America, some Encrinites and other fossils from 
v ~ r i o u sformations. Cases A ,  B, C ,  D and E mere re-ar- 
ranged and  labelled. I n  tllc desk cascs s p c c i m e r . ~  wcrc 
placed which served to i l l i~stratc  Dana 's  " hIanusl  of Gcol- 
ogy." T h e  rearrangement and  labelling of t!ic portions 
alluded to are a considerable improve~nent .  

Altogether the several col lect io~ls  and t h e ~ r  belongings Dre- 
, ,  L . 

sentcdt l le  appearance of being well lccpt and ar1-angcd accrd- 
ing to the best scientific principles. T h e  trustees sa)- that tile 
elevated railroad llas b1-3ngllt ngrerttly increased number of 
visitors to the hluscum, and they hope l o  mal;e it still more 
attractive as  a place of instructive amusenlent. I t  hasbect l  
suggested tlrat such advanced classes of the higher schools 
ancl collegcs as are nlalting a regular slutly of natural his- 
tory could find in this collection an e x c t l l e ~ l t  opportunitj- 
for advarlcing thelllselves in their chosen branch of educa- 
tion. If professors or  teachers would accompnn1- their pu-
pils periodicnlly throiigh the RIuse~un ,  giving progressire 
lectures on the different subjzcts presented for considcra- 
tion, it i s  bclicvcd that tlic results mould, under  all aspects, 
be most  beneficial. 

ASTROKOMIC,IL XOTES. 
Dr. W. L. Ellcin has made a re-discussion of the various 

series of observations of 11 Centauri for the determination of 
the value of its parallax. These inclutle tllc observations 
of Henderson,  Maclear, A1oe:ita and E. J .  Stone. Besides a 
recomputation of the absolute parallax, Dr.  Elltill has  se-
lected the observations which were madc  on nigllts when 
both a and I?' Centauri were obsel-red, and fl.om these cle- 
termined their relative p:irallax. Tile tliscussion includes 
a new determination of tile orbit of (1 co~lsitleredas  a double 
star, a s  well a s  a discussioll of the relative proper m o t ~ o n s  
of (a and  I?'. From a careful exriu~inat io~l  of each series h e  
concludes that Maclaer's is the only one ~vortliy of conh- 
dence. I l e  finds that, althougll the probable error of 

J loesta 's  series i s  small ,  the  annual variation may be ac-
counted for as  the effect of changes in temperature. JIac-
Icar's obser\-ations give for the relative parallax of n and 
: ? :  o". jo+o".oS.  

Dr .  I-Icnsy Draper  has  succeeded in photographing the 
briglit part of the nebula in Orion in the vicinity ot the 
trapezium- T h e  photographs show the mottled appearance 
of  tliis region distinctly. They were talcen by the aid of a 
triple objective of eleven inches aperture made by Alvan 
Clarli and Sons, ancl corrected especially for the photographic 
rays. T h e  exposure was for fifty minutes. ;Idetailed de- 
sciiption of the negatives has  not yet been published, bu t  
~v i l l  be soon. 0. S.-

T h e  large cornet discovered by Prof. Lewis Swift on  the 
r ight  of Octer 10th in 12. A,  21 11. 30 m. north declination 
17 30',  is now in excelleilt position for observation. O n  
Octobcrzrst  it follo\ved the fourth magnitude-star Pqynsi15 

by somewhat less than 1'. At 9 h. TVashington 711. t., I de -  
t t r ~ n i n c d  its position by the aid of a ring m~crorncter ,  R. A.  
21 11, 4z;i rn.Dec ,  + 2 j i  1'. T h e  fol lo~vina night, October 
2zd, i ts  p o s ~ t i c n  was at ro  h .  zo m. R. A. z r  h. 44 m .  3 sec-
Dec. + 26" 2 ' .  I t  i s  moving moderately fast in a north. 
easterly direction. I t  was observed again on  the nights of 
October 23d and  24th. T h e  conlet is perfectly transparent. 
A t  each observation it passed over a number of small stars, 
S or 9 mng., these were seen through its very centre ; they 
were s l igh~ly  dimmed by the material of the comet. 

I t  appears  large and  diffnsed with a slight condensation 
zit the ~i l iddleor  the preceding side, with probably faint 
evidences of a diffused tail. 

I t  can be seen with a very small telescope, being plainly 
visible on  the 2qth in 111y I f f i  in. finder. 

N.~SIITII.L,T,TEKY.,0 ~ . / ~ ~ 6 ~ ' 1 .25. 
*---

T;Or17.\KY.. 

T h e  first nnn~1:11 R c p o ~ t  1rpon Useful 3nd Noxious P1:1nts. 
1)rcsentetl liy Profeisor  T .  J .  Ni~rr i l l  to the Illinois State 
I3on1cl of ,\gricnlture, contains :r paper suggesting the mol-c 
gener'rl culti\ation of tlic Cntalpas (Cr i i rQn 6 i ~ ~ r o 1 z i o i d ~ s . )  
l-'roiesso~- Gurrill states : " I ~vritc: ' t hese  trees ' ailvised1~-, 
liclicving 111nt the t ~ \ - o  kinds non- l i ~ l o ~ r n  andns rlle c o n l ~ n o ~ l  

tllc I~arcly, or  the eastcrn or  southern and thc u,estern, are 

reall\. tliffcrent s1,ecies. T h e  wontlcr is t11:it l~otnnists  llacl 

not h!ng :is(,detcctetl this diflkre~lcc and that in our  n1:inu- 

:rls of 1 > 0 t ~ 1 l ~ -  the two h:rd not been given under  speciiic 


" 
Ll'illlCiS. 

A t  UrI):i~ln, I l l . ,  in 1S6i>, tllc one came into flower 
the fir.;t week ill J u n e  ; the other was ncarly thrcc xveclis 
later, being in full tion cr about J u n e  z l th .  Tllej- tliffer in 
other respects quite :1s mucll :is \ \e l l  rccognizccl species of 
o:il;, :lsll :n1d cotton-~voocl; much more thnn described 
sp[:cies of rill on-. But  Grtnpir 6i~?zoizioirit5s,\T'alt., is tllc 
onlj- n:ime to Ilc fou~lcl in the orc1in:ir)- booiis, derotetl to 
thc flora, in ~ i h o l e  or  part,  of Sort11 ~ in le r icn .  I n  1% 3 Dr. 
TTarder, of Ohio, noticing the sllul~-y l i o ~ r e r s  of sonic trecs 
at D;~y ton ,  Ollio, :inti supposing these to be a .i,ni.i;tj, of the 
\veil 1inon.n .;per:ies with this poculi:~ritj-, namcd the 
val-ietv sj t*rir~s(r, 11 now :ippe:~rs that this 1:irgc flowered 
liind is tile common indigenous form found in the Stntcs of 
Indi;ina, I l l i~lois ,  I<c~ltuclc!-, Ten~lesscc ,  TVisconsi~l, .Ir- 
linncas, e tc . ,  and botanists \rill dou1)tless llcnccfortli write 
( i t i ( t / f i ( r  sjt,r-iusir, TVnrclcr, a s  a distinct spci:ics. Contmslctl 
wit11 i ;r t trPn ( i i~~zo iz io id i~~r  ;the t lo~vers  :ire c:illier :i~ltl 1a~ge1- 
thc scctl pods a le  1:lrger; tllc 1,:lrl; is d:irlccr, and clocs not 
scale 06giving quite a tliikrcnt aspect to the trunli of :I 

nlatnre specimen : the gro\vtll is Illore erect, cnusillg a bet-
ter bole :ind finer llc:rd, ancl the tree is not so liable to be 
liillctl by the scrcriries of rvinter, r idded  to all this the 
trees arc so charactcristicallj- ditfercnt that anyone can 
readily distinguish tllem. they are nar-In  C. bi~iroizioi ' i i~~s 
row ant1 the fringe of the wing is close and po i~ l ted  ; in C. 
,@tziiosa tlie larger seed hns a \vicler wing, terminated at  
cacll end ~ v i t h  nliroad fringe of softel-hairs. IT~lfortu~lately 
~ l los t  of the cul t i~atecl  (-':rt:?lp;i trees in lllinois have bee11 of 
the tender species, antl, altlloupll thc wonderful clurability 
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