
-- 

--- - 

SCIENCE. zo I 

SCIENCE 

A W E E K LY R EC 0 R D 0 F S C 1 E N T I F I C 

P R O G R E S S .  

--+----

J O H N  M I C X E L S ,  E d i t o r .  

PUBLISHEDAT 

229 BROADWAY, N E W  YORK. 

P. 0. Box 3838. 

--. -
SXTUIZDAY,  OCTOBER 23, 1880. 

--- -------. 

THErecent discussions on the proposed interna-
.tional co~~yrjght have served to clisplay the prejudices 
2nd aninlosities of those engaged in the colltrcversy, 
rather than a true exposition of the actual prillcil>les 
inr7olvecI. 

I t  is not difficult to discover that under the plea of 
inaintaining the rights of authors, leading publisllillg 
houses on 17ot11 sides of the Atlalltic are lllallceuvrillg 
for a '. literary treaty " which shall result in their owl1 
benefit only. 

How little the author has at stake as a result of all 
this agitatio1l lllay be gathered fro111 a statenlent by 
one wrllo writes 011 the subject, perllalls llot ill ill-
terest, but undoubtedly under the patronage, of one of 
the largest New York publishing houses. 

H e  says : 1' I f  the author's illterest ill a boolr is rep- 
reselltea by 10 per cent. publisller's interest is 
represented by go per cent." It is not, therefore, sur- 
prising to filld tllese cllalllpions of autIlor1s rigllts 
feebly contending for the protection of the works of 
literary men, but strollgly ullited to secure a lllollo-
poly of tile business interests involved. 

The A,nerican1)ublisllers~~llopreviouslywere ullwill- 
ing to concecle to foreign authors even their " tell per 
cent. interest," give at lengtll a tardy collsellt to a 
copyright treaty, provided their " go per cent. inter. 
est " is lllade secure, and their possession of the man-
opoly rendered impregnable by law. 

The Neil. York &$e,*~/[/, 011 the 4th of October last, 
stated this case as it llow stall& ivit1l admirable judg- 
ment, and we are glad to find the powerf~il iilfluellce 
of this journal taking ground which is in perfect ac- , 

cord with the view we inaintain on this i1nl)ortailt 
matter. The Ue?-a/(/ says : 

" T h e  corner-stone of the proposed treaty is that protec 
in this be given B ~ on  ~to ~ aut,,ors ~ condi-

tion that they republish here within three months after pub- 

licntiou in Grcat Blitain, aud on the further colldition that 
the ~vorl; be issued here by an Xmei-icnn publisher. 0 1 1  

like tcrms British copyriglit is to be cstelltled to rlillerican 
nutllors. 

"Tllnt this sclieiile moulcl {vork to the profit of the larg- 
rs t  publishiny houses in this country, if not of American 
publishers generally, thel-e is little seasou to doubt. It 
~ v s u l d  be a protective Ineasure in their interest. It would 
crcnte n monopoly in their 136.01-. I t  would compel foreign 
autliors to come to them or pay the penalty of pirncy. It 
would have no lllaterial advantages for the great reading 
public in either couutry, aud so fal- fro111 being fnvor-
able to either British or American authors it would 
work against the best interests of both. I t  would drive 
both, in order to get foreign protection, to deal with pub-
lishers three thousand miles away, and to bear the expense, 
loss of time, labor, and inconvenience of republication. 
Still more burdensome and unjust would be the condition 
requiring the author to republish in the foreign country 
within a short time after publicat~on at home or lose all his 
foreign rights and claims to protection." 

No impartial reader can peruse the above extract 
without aclinitting the justice of the writer's conclu- 
sions ; he rips off the thin disguise ivhich covers this 
ridiculous treaty, m1cl reveals the true purpose of 
those engineering the movement. 

The illteinperate Iailguagc iimploycd by the organ 
of soine publishing houses 011 this cl~iestion should be 
noted. The Editor of J1i@l/Zi7?*Scietlce d4u/~tA&as-
sails Wilkie Colliils (who advocates the only right 
principle of international protection to literary prop- 
erty) with uncalled for severity ; he is called '' a com- 
mon-illace scold," and his teml>erate and forcible arti- 
cle on the subject is termed " a  blast, ~vllicll did not 
a i n o ~ ~ n t  " perverse and unhelpful to much," and as a 
utterance." \STas it in good taste for the sallle writer 
to tell Mathem Arnold that "he was devoid of 
sense ? "  But the ~ o l l ~ l ~ ~ i o l lthisof article de- 
nlallds inore than a passing notice, as it Conveys a 
threat, expressed in hnguage which is very 
significant considering the house fro111 whence the 
p~~blicationemanates, and may be taken in the light of 
an ultiinatuill fro111 the publishing interests to their lite- 
rary 13atrolls. 

I t  may be reineinbered that Z'iTilkie Collins simllly 
asks that an author may possess "by law (011 condi- 
tions with which it is reasonable to comply) the sanle 
right of control over his property in his book, in a 
foreign country, which the law gives hill1 ill his own 
country." This is what the Kew York advo-
cates, and wre would concede to authors of all CQUII- 
tries. 

Tile Popn/al, Scietlce ~kluirt/l.& states that "if Mr. 
Collills [and of course all other autllors] has ally idea 
of getting it, he "had better possess his soul in great 
patience," for he will assuredly have to wait a long time ~ , ~ 
before he gets vvhat he wants." 



SCIENCE. 

As the mi te r  of this threat has 110 authority to clic- variety; and he believes that the hair will eventuallj- 
tate such an order, or the pon-er to enforce it, it may 112 tlisal~l~exq on the larger sl~ec~imeils, anlld even now ~inds ,  
safe to assume that it was \I-ritten mlder the i~lstructio~l bald spaces. 
of those \vho have the power to give it effect. T o  such 
a inellace there can be but oilereply; ~nucl las n-e tle- 
sire to see jllstice d o ~ l e  to authors ailcl their rights as- 
sured by i~lterilatioilal treaty, we woulcl. ~ ~ ~ i t l ~ o u t  hesi-
tation, decline co~lcessioils thus tenilered, and ham- 
perecl with conditions which would destroy the essence 
of the gift. ST'e I\-ould rather coullsel literary men 
" to  possess their souls in great pntience." and 
calmly a~vait the day when their adversaries' souls ma)- 
he possessed ~ i t h  ~lloderatioil ailtl justice, or ~)ul)lic 
o ~ i n i o nbe sutiiciently strong to secure for tllenl their 
just rights. 

THErel~ortecl arrival at the port of Xew 170rk of 
two nlale ~ i t o a l &  elepha~lts of dwarfish dimensions, 
has resulted in a recluest from a subscriber for authen- 
tic illforillation regarcling these strange animals. 

I t  was alleged that the e l e p l ~ a ~ ~ t s  in iluestio~l were 
ciiscovered upon the Himalaya mountains, 2nd tllat 
the llairy co~er ing  fouild upon their bodies, and the 
great diillinution of tlle natural size, were dne to the 
cold of that region. 

The  infere~lce to he ilrawn fro111 s11ch a descrip-
tion was, that the present specimens were in a 

\Ve do not desire to sl~oil the speculation on these 
nili~llals by stating the price at  n-hich they were sold 
on their arrival here, but tlle multil~lication table has 
not heen without its use to create a11 artificial value. 

ACCURACY IlY THERi\IOhiETERS.  

By recoillillelldation from the \T'inchester O b s e ~ n -
tcrp, a bureau I n s  11ee1l estal~lished at \'ale College 
with the practical view of accurate verification of these 
iastrmnents. A411y person nlay seiltl thermometers to 
this ins t i t~~t ion  corn-for the purpose o i  ha~.-iilg tllenl 
pared \\-it11 the staildarcl thermometer, and any \-aria- 
tion from the accurate sta~ldarcl ~vill be recorded. For 
the 11~1r11ose of defraying the expense of these com-
parisons, the follo~-ing scale of charges has been 
adopteci for this verification : For standartl meteoro-
logical thermometers, one tlollar ;for ordinary meteor- 
o!ogical thermometers, fifty cents ; for ordinary mnxi 
m ~ i m  therillornetel-s, se\-eilty-five cents ; for ordinary 
minirn~uil thermometers, se~-enty-five cents ; Eol. clini- 
cal thermometers, fifty cents. I n  case morc than 
eight iiistruments of one lriild are submitted at the 
sallle time, twenty per cent. will be deductecl fi-0111 
tllese charges. Clinical thermometers, in numl~ers of 
two ilozen or inore, \\-ill be ~.erifiecl for four tlollars a 
dozen. For thermometers of excel~tional pattern, the 
cllarge lvill T-arp according to the character of each 
instrume~lt. Coi~nnunications relative to this subject 
111ay be aildressed to Leonard S'l-aldo, hTew Haveil, measure a return to the extinct BZ~~h~~s~/-i/riig~iiiiiisS 

the remaills of one of \ ~ h i c h  was follnd at the mouth 
of the river Lena in the ilesh still iii Siberia, ~ ~ - i t l l  
a. good state of preservatioil, s l ~ o \ ~ r i ~ l g  coy-the skin 
ered ~v i th  llair. 

ST'e find that the new arrivals were not fouilcl 011 
the Himalaya mountains, hut vere pnrcllased at the 
Parah Riyer, 3Ialay Peninsula, after the ship llacl left 
Calcutta. Tlleir size is normal, for their age is not 
four anci six years ;but, probably, the s~llaller is about 
t11-elye montlls old an& still feeds on milk, ~vhile the 
larger specimen is about ~TT-o old.years 

All ~ ' o u i ~ g  elephants are covered wit11 hair, which 
afterwards falls off as they increase in age. 'I'hese 
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THE XNTHROPOLOGIC;\L SOCIETY OF \\',\SIl-
JNGTON. 

T h e  accumulntion of mntc~i:il :rt JVnsliinglon illr~strntive 
uf tile scrcral l,ra~lclies of A~ltlirupolog!-, lias dr :~v-n togetlier 
a 1:rrpe 1lum1,cr of sl~cci:ilists in (;ompnrative Al~into~~i!- ,  
L4rcli:cology, E~linr>logj-, Lingl~ist ics ,  and Sociolugy. F u r  
mutual impro\-ement I I I I I ~ I ~ J ~ I .  these g c n l l c ~ ~ ~ c n  n of ha\-e 
o r g a n i ~ e d  the n l~ovc-na~nedsocictj-, \\-it11 h1:ijol J .  TV. 
Po~ve l las President ,  Dr .  L:llilcr R .  Re!-nolds ns Scc~cl;ir!-, 
and Prufcssol- Otis T. ;\Inson as  Cuireqpondii~:: Secrct:ir!-. 
Tlie f;icilities ~vhicl i  rllc I r n i y  hIcdicnl L I ~ ~ i e u m  llie:ind 
S~l i i l l i iu~ i in~ l  \\-it11 its B l ~ i e n ~ ~  I I ~ s ~ ~ L ~ I T ~ o I ~ ,  of Etlinulugy, fur- 
nish for  the p~cscr\-:rtiun uf ~-al l~nl , le  thepnpel-.; o l ~ ~ i : ~ t e  
necessity fol- ;I v u l l ~ ~ i i i ~ i o l ~ q  Socie1:-.jo11rn:il o i  rllc \Ye

ani~nals h a ~ e  this infmltine crop of hair soil~en-hat h.i\-e ~na t le  : ~ ~ r : i n g e ~ i i e ~ i t i ,  a l ) ~ l ~ n c l eIlowcvcr, to l )~e ,ce~ l l  of 
abundant, but not to an extent to create any especial com~llunicntions and d i s c ~ ~ s s i o n s  tlie ~veclc c ~ ~ c c c c i l i ~ i g  on  
wonder. the ~ l ~ e e l i n g s ,  xvllich tnltc place un the f i ~ s t  :iud the tliiicl 

As Mr. Conklin, of the Central Park h l e ~ l a ~ e r i e .T11cscla~-of c:lcli 1liont11. T h c  follulving is a f i ? z t i i a e '  of the -

states, our kllo,\-leclge of lIahy elellllallts is very limited I 
in this country, aaci perllaps after all, the apparellt 
excess of hair on the flanlts of these ailimals may be 
normal. T h e  young elel~llant, born at  Plliladell~llia 

1)roccccli1~q(jf ' I~~cqdn!-evwiiilg, Oc1ol)er 20111 : 
T11eX1l~li1-[)1~oln~icalSociety met in tlic Smit11soni:in Insti- 

t r l t iun ,LI:,jor JV, ill tile Cllnil., tile 
uf rlic minutes tllc f u l l o ~ r i ~ i g  n-crc ;p:rpers cu~nin~~nic : i t cd  
" \ jutes  u11 llie Jde~ititj-:ind Flistorvof the Sllawano or Slinlv- 
Il& l l ldians, , .  c ,C', ; ,,~ i x . i l i z : l t i u n , , ,  h I r ,  13, TV, 
1 1 i Mr.  1toycc stated th:it his pnpcr \vns . I I ~  introil~lc-
torj- cilbl-t to a t l ~ o r u l ~ g l l  rllc Sllnlr~lcse, mlio were q t l~d?  of 
the I3eiloui1is nntl Isll~iincliles of u l ~ r  territory at tlie time 
of its first settlements. ' rhc  enl-IJ- llo~ile of these people is 
s l i~-oudcdin 1iiyster~-. Aitci c::~ncfull~- going o w r  tlic Jesui t  
rclxtioiis x ~ i d  other early I i is~ories ,  tlic autliol. concl uded 
with the bold proposition thnttl~t: .\inssnn.omncks, the Eries  

about nine il~onths since, had a si~llilar crop of hair, 
hut not to the same extent. 

Dr. Spitzka, of New Uorli, who has seen these 
yo,lllg eleljllallts, collfirllls ollillioll .ive have 
and states that they are not a new species or eve11 a 
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