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SCIENCE. 


another specilnen >\,as sent to this University fl-om santa 
Afia in the same section of the country by a resident who 
stated in his letter that on thro~ving a match upon the groulld 
he Tvas surprised to see these rocks take fire and burn. H e  , 

therefore sent a piece to be examined. , 
I 

title, ~h~ substance, \.,.l1ich was extremely l ight ,  ,vllite and I 
porous, almost was to be mainly a 

resin leaving but  a trace of an conlbustion, 1N~ theorJ, wjs as to its a n d  attelltioll 
called simply to its s t ructure :-', on fracture I t  presents a 
slightly fibrous structure, Under the microscope it esllibits I 

a tx\,o-fold structure-a of very fine irrevular fibers 
Permeating a mass of a brittle, alnorpho;s, st;luctLlreless 
substance." Siilce that paper was written I hive endeavored ! 
to obtain more definite infol-mation as to the origin and oc- 
currence of this peculiar substance, The region of its occur- , 

rence is so remote and so inaccessiblz that it has beell im- I 
possible for me to investigate the matter in person, and dif- 
ficult to find competent persoils xvhose business takes them I 
into that region. How:ver, from reports obtained through 
the agent), of JZr. Redding, 1 feel tolerably confident that 
the true nature and origin of this subitance has been cleared 
up. 

It seems that there grolvs, and pi-obably has gro\\rn for a )
long time, a species of conifer wllicIl exudes large Inasses of , 
a resinous secretion froln abrasions or ~ . o ~ l ~ d ~ .These 
resinous masses are reported to attaill considerable size, and 
to fall off from their own weig-llt. IIonrever that may be, 
the detached :.?sin either fl-om fallen and decayed trees, or 
from living trees, becomes scattered 01-er the surface of the 
country and mixed with surface soil and rocks. Uy :I lollg . 
process of cvapoyation, action of atlnosphere, 2nd the leech- 
ing and bleaching agency of the snow which covers the 
ground for a large portioll of the year, these resi~lous masses 
lose all vestiges of volatile and soluble matter, and at the 
same time a fungus  perlneates and splinters the 
~vholemass into InillUte fragmellts rendered coherent by the 
fibers of the fungus. Hence the two fold structure noted, 1 
the fungus growth as shown in the previous paper, amount- ' 

ing to less than 10 per cent of the mass. I 
~h~ perfect T,.~lic~lllas taken place in the resin by ,

these agencies that the resin lllust haye been ex- 
posed for an indefinite period to atmoslJheric agencies, and , 
have attained a of equilibrium toward its surround- 
ing conditions. It is therefore apparently entirely a surface 
formation, wllicll llowever has in process of time become so 
mixed in with surface soil nlld l-oclrs as in some installces 

who is also director of the observatory, and he has to divide 
his time between these two functions. Sometimes, too, 
this director, an excellent ~ r o f e s s o r  of mathematics and 
celestial mechanics, has not been sufficiently initiated in 
the practice of the very delicate observations of astronomy 
requiring much experience and sltill. Lastly, the 9izniSlicZ 
of these observatories has remained hitherto in a state of 

regretable infenorit)., which could hardly inspire the ob.  
Servers with zeal. It will be readily understood, then, how 
the number of astronolnical observers has been very limited, 
to the prejudice of astronomical ~ v o r k  and discovery in 
France. This is the more regretted since that country has 
not been wanting in great geometers, who have r e m a r l r a b l ~  
1Jromoted the arduous science of celestial mechanics ; the 
illustrious names of Laplace and Leverrier will here readily 

I t  was, then, an urgent matter to form as soon as possible 
a superior school of practical astronomy, and with this view 
a mi"9erial decree has recentl!- been promulgated. With 
candidates carefully selected and instructed for some time 
in a systematic way under Inasters of the science, a number 
of able astronomers may be looked for, competent to make 
a good use of the excellent instruments and opporlunities 
that are now being Plentifully provided. 

The duration of the studies (to be carried on in Paris) will 
be two years. The first year will be chiefly devoted to the 
theoretical and practical study of the meridian service, the 
fundmlental base of the astronomy of observation, and to 
the llse of portable instruments, comprising those with re- 
flection, for  it is necessary that every astronomer in a11 
observatory should be capable of teaching the use of instru- 
ments employed in traveling, and methods of observation, 
to the explorers, ilnnr so numerous, \vho, on leaving, seek 
1Jrep"r"tory illstruction, the detel-minition of latitudes and 
longitudes, e c . ,  in the course of their ti-avels. The second 
year r i l l  be devoted to service of eq~latorials and pbysical 
astronom!.. The first half of each ).ear xvill be occupied in 
lectures, studies, and exercises. During the second half. 
the students will make the regular service of observations 
along wit11 the officials of the observatory. 

The lectures ~vi l l  be as f o l l o ~ s: Dnring the first )rear, 
theory of the meridian service, by JI. Loewy ; practice of 
llleridian observations, by 11. Pkrigaud ; calculations of 
~llllerical astl~ollonl), by 31. Gnillot ; LlSe of l~ortable instru- 
mellts, by If l .  Mouchez. During the second year, l ~ l ~ y s i c ~ l  
aStrOnOlll)', equatorials, and physics of the globe, by hI. 
Wolf ; applied celestial mechanics, by 31. Tisserand. 

Noreover, NM. Jalllill and Desains, the eminent profes- 
sors of the Sorbonne, xvill open their pllysical laboratories 

and direct them to present the appearance of being ill $itic. (ANzCI?.Ctkllp21;-to the young a s t i - o ~ o n ~ e r s ,  in their studies 
izoZoJ Sciclzce.) 
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EDUCATION OF YOUNG ASTROIqOhlERS. , 
I 

F~~~~~has of late shown a greatly increased i n  
astronomical work, both i n  (he improvement of 1 
and the institution of new, observatories. The question of 
how to provide these with men thoroughly competent to 1 
carry on the work has come p~oininently forward. I 

Hitherto, the recruiting of the observatories has taken I 
place in the most irregular manner, and without the help of 
any special schools, such as are provided for other scientific 

and the management of instruments aild various experi-
lnents \vhich may illterest them, and facilitate their labols 
in physical astronomy. J I .  Mascart, dil.ector of the central 
meteorological office, will also put them n u  i-ozclzrni with re- 
cent progress accomplished by meteorological science and 
service. 

The wolk aud lectures mill be arianged so as to allow the 
students to attend other coutses at the College of France 
and of the Sorbonne, having some direct re~at~oon to astron- 
omy, or capable of being useful to them for obtaining uni-
versity 
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THE llu,nan l i fe  been the last  to  recognize 
that minute interaction of all the sciences which every 
other department of lcnomledge now readily admits. W e  al- 
l ow  at once that no man can be agood physiologist unless he 
p o i e ~ ~ e sa previous ac(iuainta1lce with anatonly and 
chemistry. The chemist, in turn, must know something of 
physics, while the physicist cannot move a step until he 

in the matllcmnticiarl~to his aid, A~~~~~~~~ l o n g  
appeared to be an isolated study,  requiring nothing more 
than geollletrical o r  aritlllnetical sirill ; b u t  spectrum 
analysis has lately shown us its itltimate interdependence 
upon chemistry and experimental physics, ~ h the~ 
whole circle of the sciences has become a continuous chain 
of cycles and epicycles, rather than a simple sequence of 
unconnected and independent principles.-PROF. GRANT 
ALLEN,Podz121zi. SC~EIZCE~7IoitthZ~~. 

careers. ~h~ candidates who have presented 
have often nei ther  possessed the tlleoretical knowledge, nor  
t h e  ardor alld special apt i tude necessary for  a career so 
difficult. 

At the Paris Observatory, where the staff is the most nu- 
merous, and the ~iznte';izZ of instrunlants most complete, a 
certain amount o i  practical instruction could be given, but 
this only at the expense of the ordinary service, and through 
the goodwill of the older officials, whose regulations did 
not comprise this surplus work. 

But in provincial observatories education has been more 
difficult, if not impossible. From lack of funds, it is unfor- 
tunately often the astronomical professor of the local faculty 
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