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I t  is high time that the art of taxidermy sllould 
receir-e a new inlpetus froill seine source, if it is eyer 
to rise above the level of an undignified, and rather 
unattractive trade. I t  is by no means universally 
looked upo11 as a fine art, it is certainly not patron- 
ized as such, and, until it is developed to a far higher 
state of perfection than it is a t  present, we are by no 
illeails sure it deserves to be. At present illost tax- 
idermists are fiercely jealous of each other ancl outsid- 
ers, and guard their little knowledge as a miser hoards 
his gold; and yet not a single taxidernlist in America 
earns a con~petence, and no other position when once 
lost in one place is so hard to obtain in another. 
Taxiderinists are agreed upon one point, and only 
one, r-iz. : that their art is one requiring as illucll 
anatoillical knowledge and executir-e skill as either 
painting or s c u l ~ ~ t ~ i r e ,  but few while each man, with 
eacel)tions is firinly conr-incecl past all argument that 
his work is equalled by few and surpassed by none. 

At present, taxidemy is not a popular art ; as a pro- 
fession, it is remunerative to the select few only, ancl 
er-en to those in a very moderate degree. But 
such results are but merited, and for this tax-
idermists have the~nselves to thank. If painters and 
sculptors had always been as narrow-miilded, jealous, 
and absurdly exclusive of their knowledge as we have 
ever been (with but few exceptions) their art would 
stand no higher to-day than ours. I have known of 
taxidermists, who, when visited by other members of 
the profession, would invariably stop working the mo- 
illent the r-isitor appeared and reinain idle during his 
entire stay er-en though their specimen sjoikri, Such 
men nlust think they are the only taxidernlists in the 
world. 

A great artist of any other description is ever ready 
and anxious to  knr-12,even from the ineailest sources 
sometimes; but your taxidermist soon knows too 
illuch to be taught anything by anybody, and to offer 
him any advice, or make all u~lfavorable criticisill is 
to insult him. As a rule he refuses to teach his art 
to anyone, save at  most fah~ilous prices. As a result 
of all this, taxidermy is not a popular art and not a 
tithe of its capabilities have yet been developed. 
Taxidermists have never combined to build up their 
art;  fro111 the r-ery foundation, there have been no ex- 
hibitions, no well directed competition, no intelligent 
verdict as to the merits of this illail or that, no inter- 
cllange of ideas, no general and hearty dissenlination 
of knowledge bearing ~ i p o ~ l  The  know- this subject. 
ledge of tile art is confined to a few, ancl so is the 
patronage. 

The  Society of X~nerican Taxidermists, the first of 
tile kind ever organized, has been formed for the 
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avowed purpose of developing the art of taxidermy. 
I and elevating it it should occupy be- 

1 

to the ~ ~ o s i t i o n  
side the kinzred arts ofApainting and sculptu~e: I t  
has been formed not for the benefit of a few incli- 
viduals, but with the higher, broader purpose of clevel- 
oping the possibilities of tile art, and raising it to the 
ler-el of a dignified and justly relnuilerative profession. 
I ts  illeillbers are practical, deter~nined illen who enter ! ~11011 the work before thenl with all professional jeal- 
ousy laid aside, and with the deterinination to work 
as one man. They propose to diffuse as widely as 
possible a correct knowledge of the methods em-
ployed i11 taxidermy, and by their work to create in 
the public a proper appreciation of their art as such. 
They believe that by combination, sllarp but well 
regulated competition, ancl a few years of patient, 
earnest work and they d l ,  in self i l~lprovei~~ent  a 
measure, accomplish their object. 

T h e  Societyhas been started by the professional taxi- 
dernlists in Prof. TT'ard's fan~ous  establishn~ent at  Ro- 
chester, N. y., and already includes many well-known 
sl~ecialists in every branch of the art. I t  has received 
illost cordial letters of encouragement and enclorsemei~t 

'from such eillinent scientists and patrons of taxidermy 
as Prof. Henry A. TVard, of Rochester, Prof. J. A. 
Allen, of Cambridge, L3r. Elliott Coues, of tile Smith- 
sonian Institution, and Ilr. G. F,. 1\Ianigault, of Char- 
leston, S. C. Each of the abor-e-mentioned gentle- 
nlen is an Honorary 1\Ieinber of tile society. 

T h e  organizatio~l is steadily attracting candidates 
for membership from r-arious parts of the United 
States, liberal illinded professiouals, and ambitious and 
enterl~rising amateurs who are only too glad of so fair 
an o~por tun i ty  to follow up an attractive art. 

T h e  Society is to be ilational in all respects, and it 
is to be hoped it will yet wield an iilflue~lce which will 
be felt in foreign countries. Indeed its illenlbers look 
forward to the day when there may be held under its 
auspices in this country a grand interilational esllibi- 
tion of works in taxidermy. 

T h e  Society proposes to holtl its first anilual meet-
ing and exhibition in the city of Rochester, 011 or 
about Dec. 20th of this year, a t  which a corps of 
carefully selected judges shall critically exa.mine the 
objects in the exhibitioll and award the llonors. Of 
course the judges will not be ordinary ~neillbers of tile 
society, and absolute fainless will be guaranteed. T h e  
objects entered for the exhibition mill be divided into 
tile followi~lg classes, which eillbrace work in every 
branch of the art:  

A. TAXIDERXIY I'ROPER. 

First-Stuffed mammals, birds, reptiles and fishes, 
in groups. 


Second-Single specimens. 

Third-Heads. (Special attention is requested to  


the artistic arrailgenlent of heads, especially those of 
small animals). 


Fourth-Skins of all kinds. 

Fifth-Crustaceans, in groups. 


B. hIISCELL.XNEOCS OCJECTS. 

First-Animals grotesquely mounted. 
Second-Ornamental articles, in ~vhich 0121~. 1301- 

tions of an animal are used, as fans, feather work, 
fire screens, rugs, footstools, etc. 
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C. ADJUNCTS TO TAXIDER~IY. 

'Tools, eyes, materials, perclles, leayes, rock-work, 
etc. 

Already a large nulllber of illlllortallt objects are 
entered for exhibition, consisti~lg chiefly of artistic 
groups, both large slllall, alld it is certaiI1 
there -will be a tille display ill class B, or llousellold or. 
nalllellts alld decoratiolls, lllost of TT~lliCll ,vill be ell-
tirely 11e-w allC1 origillal ill design, A silver llledal will 
be awardecl to the finest sillgle a brollze 
medal to the best general exhibit, and a diploma of 
llollor to the best ill eacll of four natural 
classes, viz. : T\fanlmals, birds, reptiles and fislies. 
llulllber of illterestillg llallers alld llotes ulloll the 
rious Illetllods of tnxic~e~Illy n~il] be reac] a t  tile 
llleetillg alld afierrrnrds l l l l ~ l i s ~ l e ~  tileill a rolllllle 
lxoceedillgs of the society. Frolll llow Decelll-
her each lllellll~er will be busilv ill lluttillg 
forth all his skill kl lomlec~g~il lthe effort to  -will 
sollle the llollors offered for tile lligllest excellence. 

I t  is to be earnestly hoped that their vigorous and 
alreacly successflll llloyenlellt will llleet the hearty ap. 
proval and co-o~erat ion of all Ainerican taxidermists, 
both amateur and professional, and that they xirill, by 
joining the society, and taking active part in the 
nleetings and exhibitions, help to  build up a powerful 
and infl~iential organization, mllicll is devoted to their 
best interests. Tlle most aoskiilhli amateurs are c o r  
clially welcomed as members, if they are bat  earnest 
in taking hold of the work in hand. I t  now reniains 
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to be seen how nlucl~ liberality of n~i~lcl ,  enth~isias111' 

of porl~ose and ambitious enterprise will be an-alrened 
by this nloveinent anlong Anlerican taxidermists. 
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DESCRIPTION O F  SOME MONSTROSITIES 


OBSERVED I N  NORTH AMERICAN 


COLEOPTERA.1 


I ~ YHORACE F. JAYKE. 

~h~ acculllu~atioll of Illaterial in sollle of larger 
collectiolls of Coleoptera of our fauna has suggested 

a descriptioI1 of the Illore lllarked mollstrosities 

llligllt lie interesting, alld aid at sollle fLItwetillle ill 
tllro,villg ligllt l l o i l ~ ~ ~  not yet of derelollmellt 
derstood, I have, tllerefore, ill llaller, describ- 
ed alld figured lllollstrosities l\i, nfoc. 

I 

I 

1 
1 
:! 
1
i 
I 

- - -. 

CALOSOAIA TRISTE, Lec. 

Fig. 1 represents a mollstrosity 011 the right antenna 
of a spec i~ne~lof CoZoson~n triste, Lec. I t  consists 
in the sixth joint bearing two branches of five joints. 
Fig. 1% sllows the alltelllla greatly enlarged. The  
first three joints are normal ; the third a little dilated 
at  Pullex. T h e  fourth is nornlal in length but is one- 
half broader at  apex. TVhen viewed from above it is 
distinctly pyriform. Tlle fifth joint is also of nornlal 
lellgtll but twice the width of that of the left side and 
sli~.llt l~- Tile is llenta- broader at  allex. sixth joint 
goilal in form, in its widest place as wide as long. 
'I'he apex is obliquely truncate on its inner and outer 
angles, presenting two unequal faces for the insertioil 
of the two branches. Tile inner or posterior facet is 
I I I U C ~  sinaller and from it arises that brallcll wit11 the 
joints exactly resenlbli~lg the nornlal antenna. The  
anterior or outer facet is larger and gives insertion to 
a11 anterior or outer brancll of five joints; the first 
being short and thick the others similar to the corre- 
sl'ondillg llorlllal joillts but slllaller. 

The  specinlen is in Dr. Horn's Cabinet. Collected 
ill California. 

cl7cnxus ANGUSTICOLI~IS, Fisch. 

Fig. 2 represents tile deformed left anterior leg of 
a specilllell of qr.h i,,i ailC.lcsfiiollis. klllur is 
greatly dilated a little beyond lllicldle alld gives 

its sullerior border a tLlbercle long 
and blunt at tip. This may possibly indicate an 
attempt a t  the developnlent of a second leg. The  
felllur is tllell llano>ied alld at allex is a little larger 
than the apex of the nornlal joint. Tile existence of 
a cotyloid cayity sllows the former presence, ancl acci- 
dental loss of the tibia. 

In  the 1\Iuseum of Com11arati.r.e Zoology at  Cam- 
bridge. 

~ I E T R I U S  CONTRACTUS,Esch. 

A ~nonstrosity in the ~niddle left leg of a specimen 
of lWii*b.s mntmrci i  is shown in fig. 3. T h e  femur 
bears two tibiz ; the inner one bearing two full sets of 
tarsal joints. The  femur is normal. T h e  outer tibia, 
"hicll lllay be regarded as the normal one, arises from 
tlle extre~nity of the fe~nur  and is somewhat shorter, 
stouter, and more curved than the tibia of the middle 
rigllt leg. T h e  inner tibia arises froln the posterior 
side of the fenlur a short distance within the tip and is 
articulated with it by a separate cotyloid cavity, the two 

~ ~ ~ ~ - I tcavities ho~vever are confluent as seen in fig. ga. 
is clistinctly arcuate, dilated toward the apex which is lllal ~ ~ calls l ~ by ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~'Lnfollstrosities ~ if 

Deformities by deficieIlcJ- or incomplete develolllnellt obliquely truncate at  each angle. Fro111 each facet 
lime ll,,t beell collsidered 31, they do llot seelll of 1 thus fonlled arises a tarsal joint of nonnal length, 31- 
snficient illll,ortallce, alld Poillt ollly to accidellts nlost contiguo~ls at  their bases, and some~vllat stouter 1 
llapllellillg to tile illsects ill larvz or llullx than the succeeding joints. which are normal in form 
stage. but shorter than those of a nor~na l  tarsus. There are 

I desire to returll sillcere tllallks to nr,H~~~~four tenninal spurs to this tibia, two placed external 
for the free use of his collectioll ancl library, for ~ l lany  to outer tarsus, two within the 
s~iggestiol~sand for kindly revising these 1,agea ; also In Co11ectio13.I 

querys of R ~ ill ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , b ,his excellellt ,,,orlr 

to Dr. LeConte for the loan of specimens from his 
cabinet, and to Dr. Hagen for tlle use of specimens PASIXIACHUS PUNCTULATUS, Hald. 
belollgillg Museum Colllllarative at A specimen of Pnsii~tnchzis pz~,~r.tlllntus has seven 
Cambridge. i legs; the extra one arising from a trochanter placed 

'A paper read before the Am. E n t .  Soc., Jnne,  1880. , bet~ireen the normal trochanter and femur of the left 


