Central Government Revenue
Government Revenue as percentage of GDP/GNP/NNP is a good measurement for looking at the role of the state in a particular society. High percentages indicate the existence of a developed welfare state, while low percentages indicate a small state (or night watchman state). 
Sources:
For the construction of the database Central Government Revenue as a percentage of GDP (and GNP/NNP) a combination of sources were used. Brian Mitchell’s International Historical Statistics forms the main source of the database.

Centraal Plan Bureau (CPB): 

http://www.cpb.nl/nl/data/tijdreeksenoverheidsfinancien.xls (used only for the Dutch statistics).
Flora, Peter, State, Economy, and Society in Western Europe 1815-1975: a Data Handbook (Frankfurt: Campus, 1983).

(European statistics until 1975).

Economic History Services, Global Finance: http://eh.net/databases/finance/
(for European statistics 1880-1913).

Mitchell, Brian R., International Historical Statistics, Europe: 1750-1993 (London: Macmillan Reference, 1998).
Mitchell, Brian R., International Historical Statistics, Africa, Asia and Oceania: 1750-1993 (London: Macmillan Reference, 1999). 
Mitchell, Brian R., International Historical Statistics, The Americas: 1750-1993 (London: Macmillan Reference, 1999).

OECD Statistics: http://stats.oecd.org/WBOS/index.aspx
(most important statistics for the period 1990-2007).

University of Groningen, Groningen Growth and Development Centre: http://www.ggdc.net/databases/hna.htm
(only used for statistics on GDP in Belgium, Japan, Spain and Sweden, combined with statistics for government revenue from Mitchell).

Definitions:
Gross Domestic Product (GDP):

The GDP is the most widely used measure of national income.
 It is the total value of all final goods and services produced by the factors of production – land, labor, and capital – in a particular economy in a given year.
"Gross" means that depreciation of capital stock is not subtracted in the measurement of GDP. 

“Domestic” means that the GDP includes only production by factors located in the country—whether home or foreign owned. GDP includes the production and income of foreigners and foreign-owned property in the home country and excludes the production and incomes of the country’s own citizens or their property located abroad. 

“Product” refers to the measurement of output at final prices as observed in market transactions or of the market value of factors (inclusive of taxes less subsidies) used in their creation. Only newly produced goods—including those that increase inventories—are counted in GDP.
Gross National Product (GNP):

GNP is the “value of all final goods and services produced in a country in one year by the nationals, plus income earned by its citizens abroad, minus income earned by foreigners in the country."
  Some states, most notably the United States and Canada, used GNP instead of GDP as its main measure of economic output.
Net National Product (NNP):

The NNP is the same as the GNP, except that in the NNP an allowance is made for capital depreciation.

Central Government Revenue:

Total income generated by the central government: taxes and excises.
Notes:

Current prices and constant prices
The output is given in current prices: the prices current at the time the production takes place. Also known as nominal GDP. This in contrast to GDP at constant prices: when estimates of GDP are obtained by expressing values in terms of a base period.

‘At market prices’ and ‘at factor costs’
GDP can be expressed in terms of either market prices or factor cost with the latter excluding the excess of indirect taxes over government subsidies.
 Only the data from Mitchell on Denmark, France (until 1850) and the United Kingdom are given at factor cost.

Government Revenue as Percentage of GDP/GNP/NNP
These percentages were either found directly in the sources (CPB, Global Finance, Flora and OECD) or were produced by dividing the Central Government Revenue (in the national currency) by the GDP/GNP/NNP (in national currency) as found in Mitchell or on the website of the GGDC.
Trend:
All countries start with percentages between 0 and 10 which reflects the small role of the state during the early 1800s. It is only after 1900 that a significant number of states began to generate an income which was more than 20 percent of GDP. After the Second World War clearly the rise of the welfare state is visible. In the last decades the majority of states raise more than 30 percent of total GDP in taxes.
� Mack Ott, “National Income Accounts” in The Concise Encyclopedia of Economics on the website of the Library of Economics and Liberty: � HYPERLINK "http://www.econlib.org/library/Enc/NationalIncomeAccounts.html" �http://www.econlib.org/library/Enc/NationalIncomeAccounts.html� (Last visit: 28 April 2009).


� Glossary of Terms, Union Aid Abroad APHEDA: � HYPERLINK "http://www.apheda.org.au/campaigns/burma_schools_kit/resources/1074040257_16812.html" �http://www.apheda.org.au/campaigns/burma_schools_kit/resources/1074040257_16812.html� (Last update 22 april 2007, visited 28 april 2009).


� Encyclopaedia Britannica: � HYPERLINK "http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/246663/gross-national-product" �http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/246663/gross-national-product� (Last visit 28 April 2009).


� OECD Glossary of Statistical Terms: � HYPERLINK "http://stats.oecd.org/glossary/detail.asp?ID=1165" �http://stats.oecd.org/glossary/detail.asp?ID=1165� (Last updated on 1 July 2002).


� Brian R. Mitchell, International Historical Statistics, Europe: 1750-1993 (London: Macmillan Reference, 1998) 903.





