
Figure 1.  A Malthusian Model of Age at Marriage 
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Figure 2. A Household Economics Model: post-medieval 

mortality decline, or West versus East Europe, or even 

Europe versus India

wage

Births and 

deaths

Births=B (wage, age at marriage, mortality)

Deaths

Demand 

for labour

N* 

Mortality 

decline

Population 

/labour force

Mortality decline

Age at 

marriage

A1

A2

Mortality 

decline



 

 

Figure 3. Household investment in human capital:  child 

‘quality’ versus numbers- a fall in, or lower, death risk
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Fig. 4  Age at marriage and household investment in children: a fall in the time 

costs of child quality 
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Fig. 5 European fertility and age at marriage c 1900 
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