Prebend prices from first millennium BC Babylonia
A prebend is an entitlement to a fixed income in exchange for the performance of a specific service. As regards Babylonia this means more concretely that the temples relied for certain cultic tasks, and in particular in the preparation of the daily sacrificial meals for the gods, on individuals who then received remuneration – typically in the form of a share in these cultic meals. Prebends were distinguished according to professions (baker, butcher, brewer, etc), and could be sold and leased out. The different groups vary considerably in price: in the city of Uruk during the Hellenistic period, the mean daily price of the butcher’s prebend is more than 22 shekels of silver, that of the baker’s prebend below 10 shekels of silver. Additionally, there is quite some fluctuation within each of the groups. 
The data presented in table 1 is derived from sale documents from the southern Babylonian city of Uruk. They all date to the Hellenistic period, the period following Alexander the Great’s conquest of the Achaemenid empire which for Babylonia meant the establishment of a Greek dynasty, the Seleucids. The prebend prices are listed in the table below according to profession. Each row contains six columns. The first column, Text, contains bibliographical information about the cuneiform tablets: either a reference to the publication in which they can be found or, in the case of hitherto unpublished tablets, their museum number. The second column, Date, gives both the date according to the Seleucid Era (SE, as stated on the tablets) as well as its conversion to the Gregorian calendar. The first year of the Seleucid Era equals the year 312/311 BC in Mesopotamia – as the Mesopotamian New Year’s day is correlated to the vernal equinox, the year thus starts  in March or April. The third column (ina pān DNN) contains the divinities before which the prebendary income accrues. This column is of little economic interest but quoted for the sake of complete information. Column 4, Total share, provides information about the size of the prebend. In case of several fractions mentioned in one single contract, these fractions have been added. /360 has been chosen for the reason that it is in all cases (with one exception, OECT 9 61) the smallest common denominator of all occurring fractions. In this way, comparison of the prices is facilitated. The fifth column, Total price, contains the prices of the prebendary share in shekels i.e. units of ca. 8.2 grams of silver, whereas the sixth and final column Price per day yields the calculated daily price for the type of prebend, thus the total price of column 5 divided by the total share of column 4.
The dataset in table 2 is of more variegated provenience: The prices date from the period between 700 and 486 BC and stem from various private archives from major cult centres throughout Babylonia, from Sippar in the North to Ur in the South. The arrangement of the columns is similar to the table on Hellenistic Uruk outlined above. Columns 1 and 2 contain information about publication of the tablet and its date (again the original date formula – regnal year of the respective king – as well as conversion to Gregorian calendar). The third column, City, temple, god, contains information about the temple which issued the prebend, with additional mention of the temple’s main deity and the city in which the temple is located.  Column 4 (Archive) gives the archival context of the tablet. Column 5, Price in text, contains the price (again in shekels of silver) and the size of the prebend as specified in the contract, and the final column 6, Price, gives the calculated daily price.
The data presented here was collected by Reinhard Pirngruber (Hellenistic Uruk) and Caroline Waerzeggers (Neo-Babylonian material) for the article Pirngruber, R./Waerzeggers, C., Prebend prices in first millennium BC Babylonia, in: /// (under review). This article provides more information about the background to the prices as well as an analysis of their development and fluctuations.
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Table 1: Prebend prices from Hellenistic Uruk

Arranger-of-the-sacrificial-table (mubannû)

	Text
	Date BC

(SE)
	ina pān DNN
	Total share

(Days/year)
	Total price


	Price per day



	BM 109954 (Corò 2005: 220)
	27 Nov 275
(11 VIII 37)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	180/360

(6)
	20
	3.33


Baker (nuhatimmu)

	OECT 9 15
	23 Feb 239

(8 XII 72)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	70/360

(2,33)
	20
	8.57

	VDI 1955/4 no.7
	23 Oct 213

(4 VIII 99)
	Anu, Antu, Papsukkal, Ištar, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	60/360

(2)
	15
	7.5



	RlAA 297
	15 Apr 152

(2 I 160)
	Anu, Antu, Papsukkal, Ištar, Bēlet-şēri, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš, Šarrahitu; ilāni bītišunu
	26/360
(0,866)
	15
	17.309

	OECT 9 28
	234-215

(78-96)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	60/360

(2)
	20?+2
	11

	OECT 9 64
	234-215

(78-96)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Nanāya, [.. ..]
	30/360

(1)
	5
	5

	BM 109965 (Corò 2005: 235)
	~274-234

(38-77)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	120/360

(4)
	34
	8.5


Brewer (sirāšu)

	BRM 2 8
	9 Jan 276

(3 X 35)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	30/360

(1)
	13
	13

	OECT 9 19
	10 Nov 234

(26 VII 78)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Bēlet-şēri; Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	130/360

(4,33)
	78
	18

	BM 105205 (Corò 2005: 275)
	234/3

(x 78)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	45/360

(1,5)
	20
	13.33

	OECT 9 20
	24 Feb 231

(7 XII 80)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	180/360

(6)
	120
	20

	OECT 9 23
	May/Jun 228

(II 84)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Bēlet-şēri, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	30/360

(1)
	21
	21

	OECT 9 30
	Jun/Jul 219

(III 93)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	29/360

(0.966)
	28
	28.985

	OECT 9 34
	19 Mar 215

(27 XII 96)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	200/360

(6 and 1/6)
	18
	2.919

	BiMes 24 10
	171/0

(10 x 141)
	Anu, Antu, Papsukkal, Ištar, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš, Šarrahitu; ilāni bītišunu
	37/720

(0.6166)
	20
	32.44

	TCL 13 245
	20 Jul 168

(12 IV 144)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš, Šarrahitu; ilāni bītišunu
	30/360

(1)
	50
	50

	OECT 9 61
	159/8

(16 x 153)
	Anu, Antu, Enlil, Ea, Sîn, Šamaš, Adad, Marduk, Papsukkal, Ištar, Bēlet-şēri, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš, Šarrahitu; ilāni bītišunu
	20/360 plus 1/480

(0.69166)
	25
	36.15

	OECT 9 8
	~272/1

(~40)
	Anu, Antu [.. ..]; ilāni bītišunu
	60/360

(2)
	20
	10

	OECT 9 65
	~272/1

(x I ~40)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	60/360

(2)
	20
	10

	OECT 9 69
	274-234

(38-77)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, [.. ..]; ilāni bītišunu
	30/360

(1)
	12.5
	12.5

	VS 15 10
	~276-240

(36-71)
	Anu, Antu, Enlil [..] Ea, Papsukkal, Ištar, Bēlet-şēri, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	28/720

(0.466)
	5
	10.73

	BRM 2 11
	~274- 234

(21 XII2 38-77)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	180/360

(6)
	25
	4.167

	BM 109957 (Corò 2005: 277)
	~274-234

(38-77)
	---
	180/360

(6)
	60
	10

	BM 109968 (Corò 2005: 279)
	~274-234

(38-77)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	120/360

(4)
	40
	10

	BM 105209
	~274-234

(9 III 38-77)
	--
	180/360

(6)
	60
	10


Butcher (ṭābihu)
	VDI 1955/4 no.6
	7 Jul 300

(10 IV 12)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Nanāya,

Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	360/360

(120)
	34
	2.833

	NCBT 1965
	22 Jan 261

(2 XI 50)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Nanāya,

Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	30/360

(1)
	16
	16

	TCL 13 236
	9 Mar 261

(18 XII 50)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Nanāya,

Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	60/360

(2)
	36.5
	18.25

	TCL 13 237
	24 Feb 260

(17 XI 51)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Nanāya,

Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	30/360

(1)
	24
	24

	BM 105197 (Corò 2005: 324)
	13 Dec 257

(17 IX 55)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Bēlet-şeri, Nanāya,

Bēltu-ša-rēš, Šarrahitu; ilāni bītišunu
	30/360

(1)
	33
	33

	NCBT 1951
	20 Oct 249

(21 VIII 63)
	
	90/360

(3)
	53
	17.67

	BM 105185 (Corò 2005: 326)
	13 Mar 225

(2 XII 86)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Bēlet-şeri, Nanāya,

Bēltu-ša-rēš, Šarrahitu; ilāni bītišunu
	120/360

(4)
	138
	34.5

	OECT 9 21
	---

(x 80+)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Bēlet-şeri, Nanāya,

Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	42/360

(1.4)
	54
	38.57

	OECT 9 32
	24 Jul 217

(15 IV 95)
	Anu, Antu, Papsukkal, Ištar, Nanāya,

Bēltu-ša-rēš, Šarrahitu; ilāni bītišunu
	20/360

(2/3)
	28
	42

	BM 109970
	16 Nov 206

(12 VIII 106)
	
	49/360

(1.633)
	20.5
	12.55

	MLC 2188
	18 Dec 206

(14 IX 106)
	
	60/360

(2)
	25
	12.5

	BRM 2 40
	16 Oct 162

(17 VII 150)
	Anu, Antu, Enlil, Ea, Sîn, Šamaš, Adad, Marduk, Papsukkal, Ištar, Bēlet-şeri, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš, Šarrahitu; ilāni bītišunu
	36/360

(1.2)
	21
	17.5

	NCTU 2
	1 Mar 156

(2 XII 155)
	Anu, Antu, Enlil, Ea, Papsukkal, Ištar, Bēlet-şeri, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš, Šarrahitu; ilāni bītišunu
	60/360

(2)
	50
	25

	BM 105174 (Corò 2005: 330)
	~206-192

(106-119)
	[..] Enlil, Ea Sîn, Šamaš [..] Bēltu-ša-rēš, Šarrahitu
	30/360

(1)
	17
	17

	BM 105192
	~ 213/2

(~ 99)
	
	28/360

(0.933)
	15
	16.08


Exorcist (āšipu)

	BM 105200 (Corò 2005: 148)
	Oct/Nov 265

(VIII 27)
	---

(omitted in text)
	2/56
	20
	10

	BRM 2 16
	12 Jun 255

(1 III 57)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Nanāya,

Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	1/56
	10
	10

	BM 109946 (Corò 2005: 149)
	24 Jun 255

(13 III 57)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Bēlet-şeri, Nanāya,

Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	1/56
	10
	10

	BM 105178 (Corò 2005: 151)
	~274-234

(38-77)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	2/56
	30
	15


Gatekeeper (sukkal atûtu, atûtu)

	BRM 2 3
	14 Dec 292

(20 IX 20)
	KÁ šá dLX, KÁ šá nērebi u mimma šá agurru
	600/360

(20)
	8
	0,4

	BiMes 24 11
	242/1

(x 70)
	Bīt Rēš [..]
	90/360

(3)
	1
	0.67


Oilpresser (şāhitu)
	OECT 9 11
	26 Dec 269

(17 IX 43)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	360/360

(12)
	10
	0.833

	CM 12 5
	5 Oct 201

(25 VI 111)
	Anu, Antu, Enlil, Ea, Sîn, Šamaš, Adad, Marduk, Papsukkal, Ištar, Nanāya, Bēlet-şēri, Bēltu-ša-rēš, Šarrahitu; ilāni bītišunu
	180/360

(6)
	6
	1

	OECT 9 59
	~159-150

(153-162 SE)
	Anu, Antu, Enlil, Ea, Sîn, Šamaš, Adad, Marduk, Papsukkal, Ištar, Bēlet-şēri, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš, Šarrahitu; ilāni bītišunu
	180/360

(6)
	---
	---

	VS 15 28
	---
	Anu, Antu, Papsukkal, Ištar, Nanāya, Bēlet-şēri, Bēltu-ša-rēš, Šarrahitu; ilāni bītišunu
	260/360

(8.66)
	7 (or 13?)
	0.8 (or 1.5)


Temple attendant (gerseqqû)

	BM 109936
	18 May 272+

(28 I 40+)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Bēlet-şeri, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš, Šarrahitu; ilāni bītišunu
	120/360

(4)
	10
	2.5

	BM 105189 (Corò 2005: 202)
	25 Feb 268

(30 XI 44)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš, ilāni bītišunu
	60/360

(2)
	7.5
	3.75

	BM 105203 (Corò 2005: 204)
	24 Jan 261

(4 IX 50)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Bēlet-şeri, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš, Šarrahitu; ilāni bītišunu
	120/360

(4)
	10
	2.5

	BRM 2 15
	12 Jul 256

(20 IV 56)
	Anu [.. ..] Papsukkal, Ištar, Bēlet-şēri, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	30/360

(1)
	5
	5

	VS 15 18
	204/3

(8 x 108)
	Anu, Antu, Enlil, Ea, Papsukkal, Ištar, Bēlet-şēri, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš, Šarrahitu; ilāni bītišunu
	60/360+

(2)
	5
	2.5

	CM 12 6
	29 Jan 192

(21 X 119)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Bēlet-şeri, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	220/360

(7,33)
	20
	2.727

	BM 109955
	21 Oct 192

(21? VII 120)
	
	45/360

(1,5)
	10
	6.67

	BM 30118 (Corò 2005: 199)
	274- 234

(38-77)
	
	180/360

(6)
	20
	3.33


Temple enterer (ērib-bīti)

	VS 15 7
	15 Nov 291+

(3? VIII? 21+)


	Enlil [.. ..]
	--
	55
	--

	BM 109956
	26 Feb 276

(21? XI 35)
	Enlil, Ea, Sîn, Šamaš, Adad, Marduk, Nanāya, Bēlet-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	90/360

(3)
	66
	22

	BM 105181 (Corò 2005: 177)
	4 Dec 261

(28 VIII 51)
	Enlil, Ea, Sîn, Šamaš, Adad, Marduk, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	30/360

(1)


	11.67
	11.67

	BM 105170 (Corò 2005: 179)
	3 Jul 257

(1 IV 55)
	Enlil, Ea, Sîn, Šamaš, Adad, Marduk, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	60/360

(2)
	60
	30

	Oppert 1
	252/1

(? 60)
	Enlil, Ea, Sîn, Šamaš, Adad, Marduk, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	144/360

(4,8)
	120
	25

	NCBT 1944
	Apr 244

(I 60)
	-KU4 É-ú-tú DINGIRMEŠ ša AN-e
	30/360

(1)
	17
	17

	Oppert 2
	28 Apr 244

(18 I 68)
	Enlil, Ea, Sîn, Šamaš, Nergal, Marduk, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	10/360

(1/3)
	4
	12

	BRM 2 19
	9 May 241

(2 II 71)
	[Enlil, Ea, Sîn, Šamaš, Adad, Marduk, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu]
	17/360

(0,566)
	11
	19.43

	NCBT 1956
	23 May 235

(22 II 77)
	Enlil, Ea, Sîn, Šamaš, Adad, Marduk, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	120/360

(4)
	130
	32.5

	Oppert 3
	17 May 234

(27 I 78)
	Anu, [.. ..]; ilāni bītišunu
	60/360

(2)
	65
	32.5

	VS 15 11
	3 Aug 229

(12 V 83)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Bēlet-şeri; ilāni bītišunu
	48/360

(1,6)
	110
	68.25

	OECT 9 25
	24 Mar 225

(12 XII 86)
	Enlil, Ea, Sîn, Šamaš, Adad, Marduk, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	30/360

(1)
	62.5
	62.5

	RlAA 294
	31 Dec 205

(10 X 107)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Bēlet-şeri; ilāni bītišunu
	30/360

(1)
	8
	8

	BM 105186 (Corò 2005: 184)
	202/1+

(? 110+)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Bēlet-şeri; ilāni bītišunu
	--
	15
	--

	BM 105196 (Corò 2005: 183)
	10 Jul 197

(12 IV 115)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Bēlet-şeri; ilāni bītišunu
	6/360

(0,2)
	5
	25

	YOS 20 54
	197/6

(? 115)
	Anu, Antu, Enlil, Ea, Šamaš, Adad, Papsukkal, Ištar, Bēlet-şeri, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	20/360

(2/3)
	15.5
	23.25

	BRM 2 46
	14 Feb 157

(17 XI 155)
	Enlil, Ea, Sîn, Šamaš, Adad, Marduk, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	180/360

(6)
	20
	3.33

	VS 15 26
	216/5

(~96)
	Enlil, Ea, Sîn, Šamaš, Adad, Marduk, Nanāya, Bēltu-ša-rēš; ilāni bītišunu
	18/360

(0,6)
	19
	31.67

	BM 109939 (Corò 2005: 186)
	274-234

(38-77)
	Anu, Antu, Ištar, Bēlet-şeri; ilāni bītišunu
	120/360

(4)
	130
	32.5

	BM 109949 (Corò 2005: 188)
	206-192

(106-119)
	
	60/360

(2)
	45
	22.5

	BM 116687
	---
	
	90/360

(3)
	52
	17.33


 Prebend prices in the Neo-Babylonian period (700 – 486 BC)

Arranger-of-the-sacrificial-table (mubannû)

	Text
	Date
	City, temple, god
	Archive
	Price in Text
	Price


	Holt 1911: 213 no. 6
	[-]
	Ebabbar and temple of Šarrat Sippar
	-
	4 months in Ebabbar and 4 months in the temple of Šarrat Sippar are sold; price broken
	-


Baker (nuhatimmu)

	BM 96136 
	Kand [x]-VI-05

(643 BCE)
	Borsippa, Ezida, Nabû
	probably Bēliya’u
	½ of the second day of each month is sold for 32 š silver
	5.33 š

	BM 96286 
	Dar 30-XII-03

(518 BCE)
	Borsippa, dais of Šamaš
	Bēliya’u
	two liters of makkasu dates for the dais of Šamaš were sold for 90 š silver 
	45 š per “liter of makkasu dates”

	VS 5 83
	Dar 28-II-17

(505 BC)
	Dilbat, Eimbianu, Uraš and Bēlet-ekalli
	Dābibī
	days 08 and 16 of each month are sold for 1 5/6 m silver (including atru)
	4.6 š per day

	BM 43178+ 
	Dar 21-III-[x]

(ca. 521-486 BCE)
	Sippar, Ebabbar, -
	Bēl-rēmanni
	sale of 7 ½ days for 20 š
	2.67 š 

	BaM 5 3
	Anš 05-VIII-00

(700 BCE)
	Uruk, Eanna, Nanāya
	Nabû-ušallim
	52 š for ten days in month X
	5.2 š

	BaM 5 4 
	Ššu 23-(x)-(x)

(ca. 667-652 BCE)
	Uruk, Eanna, Kanisurra
	Nabû-ušallim
	25 š for an unknown number of days 
	-

	BaM 5 5 
	Abp 15-II-18 

(650 BCE)
	Uruk, Eanna, Bēltiya
	Nabû-ušallim
	6 š for an unknown number of days 
	-

	BaM 5 6
	Kand 13-V-17 

(631 BCE)
	Uruk, Eanna, Ištar of Uruk
	Nabû-ušallim
	75 š for 15 days (01-15 of month I)
	5 š

	BaM 5 9
	16-VIII, “fourth year, closure of the gate”

(623 BC)
	Uruk, Eanna, Nanāya
	Nabû-ušallim
	50 š (+ 1 š atru) for 3 days (16, 17, 18-III)
	16.67 š

	BaM 5 8
	02-IX of “the year of the closure of the gate” 

(623 BC)
	Uruk, Eanna, Nanāya
	Nabû-ušallim
	50 š (+ 1 š atru) for 3 days (03, 04, 05-III)
	16.67 š

	BaM 5 7
	16-IX of “the year of the closure of the gate”

(623 BC)
	Uruk, Eanna, Nanāya
	Nabû-ušallim
	6.5 š for half a day in an unknown month
	13 š (?)

	BaM 5 12
	Sši 16-VI-06, “closure of the gate”

(622 BCE)
	Uruk, Eanna, Nanāya
	Nabû-ušallim
	90 š (+ 2 š atru) for 5 days (01-05 of X)
	18 š

	BaM 5 11
	Sši 23-VII-06, “closure of the gate”

(622 BCE)
	Uruk, Eanna, Nanāya
	Nabû-ušallim
	100 š (+ 2 š atru) for 5 days (16-20 of X)
	20 š

	BaM 5 10
	Sši 06-XI-06, “closure of the gate”

(622 BCE)
	Uruk, Eanna, Nanāya
	Nabû-ušallim
	39 š (+ 1 š atru) for 2 days of unknown month (09, 10)
	19.5 š

	BaM 5 13
	Nbp 10-II-18 

(608 BCE)
	Uruk, Eanna, Bēltu-ša-rēš
	Nabû-ušallim
	66 š (+ 2 š atru) for 5 days (16-20 of X)
	13.2 š


Brewer (sirāšu)
	BM 85318
	Nbp 15-V-14

(612 BCE)
	Borsippa, Ezida, Nabû
	-
	one day of the tardennu maštītu offerings on 17-V, sold for 2/3 m of silver
	40 š

	BM 94556
	Nbp 21-II-18

(608 BCE)
	Borsippa, Ezida and Emahgirzal, Nabû and Mār-bīti
	Ilia A
	4 days of the tilimtu offerings to Nabû, and 3 ½ days of the brewer’s prebend before Mār-bīti, are exchanged against 6 m 10 š silver and two days of the tardennu maštītu offerings to Nabû
	ca. 50 š on average per sacrificial unit 

	BM 82640 
	Cyr 27-XII-05

(533 BCE)
	Borsippa, (Ezida, Nabû)
	Ilia D
	105 š silver for one day of the kapru offerings in month VI and 2 ½ days of the maštītu offerings in month VI
	30 š per sacrificial unit

	BM 22052
	Camb [x-x]-01

(529/528 BCE)
	Borsippa, unknown god
	Ilšu-abūšu B
	one silver vat before an unknown god on day 05-VI, sold for 10 š silver
	10 š per silver dannu

	Arnaud 1974
	Nbk 29

(576 BC)


	Larsa, Ebabbar, Šamaš and Aya
	-
	two days per year (24 and 25 of month XI) are sold for 12 š silver
	6 š

	BM 60471
	Nbn 22-[x]-02 

(554 BCE)
	[presumably Ebabbar in Sippar]
	-
	3 days (per month) are sold for 69 š silver; the text explicitly gives 23 š as the price per day, but this is based on monthly rotation 
	1.92 š

	CTMMA 3 121
	Dar 16-IX-26

(496 BCE)
	Sippar, Ebabbar, Šamaš
	Ea-eppēš-ilī A 
	4 days per year are sold for 1 m of silver
	15 š

	UET 4 23
	Abp [-] 

(ca. 650 BC)
	Ur, Egidda, Ninazu
	-
	sale of an unknown number of days per year of the brewer’s prebend against ½ m silver
	-

	BaM 5 14
	Sši [x]-IX-[x] 

(ca. 628-622 BCE)
	Uruk, Eanna, Bēltiya
	Nabû-ušallim
	an amount of 1 m 15 š silver is mentioned in the context of a lawsuit regarding 5 prebend days, but it is unclear whether this represents the prebend’s price or some kind of judicial fee or compensation
	-

	JCS 36 no. 3
	Ššu 24-III-19

(649 BCE)
	- 
	-
	sale of a total of 10 days per month of the brewer’s prebend in an unknown temple and city (l. 7); the price is not mentioned
	-


Butcher (ṭābihu)
	JCS 36 no. 6 
	Kand 27-I-06

(642 BCE)
	Babylon, Esagil, Marduk
	-
	2 days of the butcher’s prebend in Esagil sold for 53 š silver
	26.5 š

	MacGinnis 1991 no. 7 
	Dar 02-[VI]-26 

(496 BCE)
	Babylon, Ešasurra temple, Išhara
	Nappāhu
	sale of a butcher’s prebend for the entire year for 3 m of silver
	0.5 š per day

	BM 28950
	Nbk 14-VI-[x] 
(ca. 604-593 BCE)
	Borsippa, -, -
	Ibnāya A
	sale of 2 ½ days of various bloody offerings for 104 š silver
	41.6 š

	BM 29437
	Nbn 26-IX-00

(556 BCE)
	Borsippa, Adad of Halab and other secondary gods in the cella of Nabû
	Ibnāya A
	sale of the butcher’s prebend of the service for the secondary deities that reside in the cella of Nabû (of the entire year) for 3 minas of silver
	0.5 š per day

	BM 28863
	Nbn 13-II-07

(549 BCE)
	Borsippa, Ezida, Nabû
	Ibnāya A
	sale of a butcher’s prebend consisting of 2 1/3 baskets of mutton (sellu) from the offerings to Nabû on 05-III and 30-VI, and 2/3 of a hide on 28-III, for 30 š silver
	10 š per meat portion

	VS 5 28
	Nbn 20-VIII-08

(548 BCE)
	Borsippa, Ezida, Nabû
	Ibnāya A 
	two days of the butcher’s prebend in Ezida are sold for 122 š silver
	1m 1 š

	BM 96145
	Nbn 26-VI-09

(547 BCE)
	Borsippa, Sutītu and Nanāya Ehuršaba
	Ibnāya A 
	two sheep from festive offerings to the two goddess are sold for 16 š silver
	8 š per sheep

	BM 25857
	Cyr [x]-VIII-06

(533 BCE)
	Borsippa, Ezida
	Ibnāya C
	debt note of the price of a butcher’s prebend in Ezida; price and size of the prebend are not preserved
	[-]

	BM 95856 
	Dar 24-IV-15

(507 BCE)
	Borsippa, -
	Ilšu-abūšu
	half a day on 20-VII is sold in order to pay the ilku dues of the owner; the price of the prebend is not specified
	-

	BM 25685
	Dar 22-X-26

(496 BCE)
	Borsippa, Nabû
	Ibnāya D
	two hides from the offerings to Nabû on 29-IX are sold for 6 š silver
	3 š per hide

	BR 8/7 35
	Ššu 02 

(666 BC)
	Marad, presumably Eigikalamma, Lugal-Maradda
	-
	“half of the butcher’s prebend” in the cella of Lugal-Maradda is sold against 1 mina of silver
	0.33 š

	Jursa 1999: 144 (BM 42343+)
	Dar [-]

(ca. 521-486 BCE)
	-
	Bēl-rēmanni
	sale of 3 days per month for 5 m silver
	8.33 š 


Date palm gardener (rab-banê)

	AUWE 12 222, AUWE 13 287 and AUWE 13 312 
	Dar [x]-VIII-15

(507 BCE)
	Uruk, Eanna, Ištar of Uruk 
	Gimil-Nanāya B 
	day 03 of months V-VI-VII (including an orchard of 0;3.3) is sold for 2 m 7 š silver (the price without atru is either 2 m silver, as suggested by AUWE 12 222: 9, or 2 m 2 š silver as suggested by AUWE 13 312); at a later point, the buyer paid an additional 34 š for the prebend (AUWE 13 312); the final text of the dossier, AUWE 13 287 adds no new data
	between 40 š and 52 š

	AUWE 13 292 (Wunsch 2003 no. 13)
	Dar [x-x]-24

(498/497 BCE)
	Uruk, Eanna, Ištar of Uruk 
	Gimil-Nanāya B 
	adoption with sale of 1 ½ days of the rab-banûtu prebend for 16 š
	10.6 š


Gatekeeper (atû)

	VS 5 37
	Cyr 13-IX-02

(537 BCE)
	Borsippa, entrance gate of Nabû
	Iliya A
	11 ¼ days of the gatekeeper’s prebend at the entrance gate of Nabû in Ezida; the price is broken off
	[-]

	VS 5 100
	Dar 15-IV-28

(494 BCE)
	Borsippa, entrance gate of Nabû
	probably Iliya A
	six days of the gatekeeper’s prebend at the entrance gate of Nabû in Ezida, sold for 5/6 m silver 
	8.33 š


Measurer (mādidu)

	VS 5 41
	Cyr 16-XII-07 

(531 BC)
	Dilbat, Eimbianu, Uraš and Bēlet-ekalli
	Dābibī
	[size of prebend broken] sold for 1 m 18 š silver
	-

	VS 5 74 // 75
	Dar 24-I-11

(511 BC)
	Dilbat, Eimbianu, Uraš and Bēlet-ekalli
	Dābibī
	a measurer’s prebend of “1 ¼ liter barley” is sold for ½ m silver
	24 š per “liter barley”

	VS 5 161 
	Dar 28-I-11

(511 BC)
	Dilbat, Eimbianu, Uraš and Bēlet-ekalli
	Dābibī
	a measurer’s prebend of “1 liter barley” is sold for ½ m silver
	30 š per “liter barley”

	VS 5 76
	Dar 28-VI-13

(509 BC)
	Dilbat, Eimbianu, Uraš and Bēlet-ekalli
	Dābibī
	a measurer’s prebend of “2 liters of barley” is sold for 1 m silver
	30 š per “liter barley”


Oxherd (rē’i-alpi)
	BM 109859
	Nbp 11-XI-03

(623 BCE)
	Borsippa, Ezida
	Rē’i-alpi
	one day per trimester (?) is sold for 35 š (+ 1 š atru)
	8.75 š

	BM 82611 (+) BM 82621
	Nbp [04]-III-04

(622 BCE)
	Borsippa, Ezida
	Rē’i-alpi
	four days per trimester are sold for 2 minas of silver
	7.5 š

	BM 26475 // BM 26525+
	Nbp 15-VIII-07

(619 BC)
	Borsippa, Ezida
	Rē’i-alpi
	an unknown number of days are sold for 3 m 13 1/3 š silver
	[-]

	BM 26488
	Nbp 20-IV-09

(617 BCE)
	Borsippa, Ezida
	Rē’i-alpi
	one day per trimester (?) of the oxherd prebend is sold for 1 m 23 š after lawsuit
	20.75 š

	BM 109253 // EAH 204
	Nbk 28-VIII-01

(604 BCE)
	Borsippa, Ezida
	Rē’i-alpi
	two days of the oxherd prebend are sold for 50 š silver
	25 š

	BM 26482
	Nbk 17-V-08

(597 BCE)
	Borsippa, Ezida
	Rē’i-alpi
	one day of the oxherd prebend is sold for [-] silver (price broken off)
	[-]

	BM 82639 
	Nbn 01-IX-02

(554 BCE)
	Borsippa, Ezida
	Rē’i-alpi
	four days of the oxherd prebend are “donated” against 23 ¼ š silver
	5,8 š

	BM 94606
	Nbn 22-[x]-03

(553 BCE)
	Borsippa, Ezida
	Rē’i-alpi
	two days of the oxherd prebend are bought from a woman (who had received the prebend from her brother) for 30 š silver after litigation
	15 š

	BM 26604
	Nbn 11-IX-08

(548 BCE)
	Borsippa, Ezida
	Rē’i-alpi
	receipt of 20 š of silver as a gift for seven days of the oxherd prebend
	2.9 š

	BM 26652
	Nbn 02-II-16

(540 BCE)
	Borsippa, Ezida
	Rē’i-alpi
	35 days of the oxherd prebend are “donated” against 2 m silver
	3.4 š

	BM 94653
	Camb 15-III-01

(529 BCE)
	Borsippa, Ezida
	Rē’i-alpi
	12 days of the oxherd prebend are “donated” against 62 š silver
	5.2 š

	BM 94712, with BE 8 103 // EAH 253
	Dar 20-IX-01

(521 BCE)
	Borsippa, Ezida
	Rē’i-alpi
	one day of the oxherd prebend is donated against 8 š of silver
	8 š

	BM 26632 // BM 94750 // BM 101990
	Dar 08-V-02

(520 BCE)
	Borsippa, Ezida
	Rē’i-alpi
	two days of the oxherd prebend are donated against 20 š of silver
	10 š

	BE 8 106, with BM 28872
	Dar 02-XI-05

(517 BCE)
	Borsippa, Ezida
	Rē’i-alpi
	60 days of the oxherd prebend + 4 months of the cow’s prebend + half a sheep from the offerings before Nanāya, are donated in lieu of performing the tasks, providing care for the ex-owner, and 6 minas of silver
	probably less than 6 š per day

	BM 82749
	Dar 26-II-06

(516 BCE)
	Borsippa, Ezida
	Rē’i-alpi
	a paid debt note of 3 š silver, the price of two days of the oxherd prebend, must be returned to the debtor
	1.5 š

	BM 94579
	[Dar] [x]-IX-06

(516 BCE)
	Borsippa, Ezida
	Rē’i-alpi
	six days of the oxherd prebend are donated against 57 š of silver
	9.5 š

	VS 5 102
	Dar 14-VI-29

(493 BCE)
	Borsippa, Ezida
	Rē’i-alpi
	4 months of the cow’s prebend and 10 days of the oxherd prebend are sold for 1 5/6 m silver; the transaction is now cancelled
	-

	BM 26516
	[ca. end 6th century]
	Borsippa, Ezida
	Rē’i-alpi
	[x] days of the oxherd prebend are donated against 55 š silver
	-

	BM 94573
	ca. Dar - Xer
	Borsippa, Ezida
	Rē’i-alpi
	receipt of 26 š silver, price of [x] days of the oxherd prebend
	-


Šangû

	YBC 6927 
	Nbk 22-IX-15

(590 BCE)
	Uruk, temple of Nergal and Ereškigal
	-
	no details about the size of the prebend are supplied; YOS 17 4 (Nbk 25-I-16) reveals that the prebend was sold for 6 minas of silver 
	-


Scribe (ṭupšarru)

	VAT 13392 
	Ššu 22-II-15 

(653 BC)
	Borsippa, Ezida
	-
	sale of four months of the prebend of temple scribe against 5 ½ m silver
	2.75 š

	BM 113929 
	Abp 23-III-19 

(650 BC)
	Ur, -
	-
	sale of an unknown share of the prebend of temple scribe and other property against 5/6 m silver
	-


Singer (nâru)

	Baker 2004 no. 55 
	Dar 10-VIII-15 

(507 BCE)
	Babylon, Ešasurra temple, Išhara
	Nappāhu
	the head of a sacrificial bull and sheep before Išhara on 08-I (during the New Year festival) are sold for 16 š; the income is part of a singer’s prebend
	8 š per meat portion


Temple enterer (ērib-bītūtu)

	JCS 36 no. 19 // OECT 10 398
	Kand 14-I-18

(630 BC)
	Dilbat, Eimbianu, Uraš and Bēlet-ekalli
	-
	a temple enterer’s prebend of one sūtu (6 l.) bread and beer, and several foodstuffs from the offerings, is sold for 2 m 2 š (presumably including atru)
	20 š per liter of bread and beer

	VS 5 108
	Dar 11-VI-35

(487 BC)
	Dilbat, Eimbianu, Bēlet-ekalli
	Dābibī
	a temple enterer’s prebend before Bēlet-ekalli of 2 liters of bread and beer is exchanged against a piece of arable land (0;2.4), an orchard (0;1), and 1 m 28 š silver
	44 š per liter, in addition to real estate

	BM 67208 (+) BM 79639
	Camb 02-II-02

(528 BCE)
	Sippar, ziggurrat of Ebabbar
	Marduk-rēmanni
	a boy receives a temple enterer’s prebend (6 liters bread and beer) in the ziggurrat of Sippar from his grandmother; in a broken passage the text explains that the grandmother had received the prebend from her husband (or his family) at an earlier date in exchange for 10 minas of silver
	1 ½ m per liter of bread and beer

	AUWE 12 221
	Nbp 05-IX-00

(626 BCE)
	Uruk, Eanna, Ištar of Uruk and Nanāya
	-
	temple enterer prebend in the cella of Ištar of Uruk and Nanāya, of 3 liter bread and beer, vegetables and makkasu dates, from all types of offerings; sold for 15 minas of silver
	5 m per liter of bread and beer


Combined sales of two or more different types of prebends

	BM 85225
	Dar 11-IV-03

(519 BCE)
	Borsippa, Ezida, Nabû and various other gods of Borsippa
	Ilia A
	3 m 20 š silver are paid for ca. 10 units of beer offerings, and 7 ½ days of the gatekeeper’s prebend, 
	c. 11.4 š per unit

	BM 67193
	ca. Nbp – Nbk

(ca. 629-560 BCE)
	Sippar, E-[x] and Ebabbar
	-
	sale of a [temple enterer’s prebend] in an unknown temple, and “a fourth” of the butcher’s prebend in Ebabbar, for at least 2 m 4 š silver
	-

	BM 43146+ 
	ca. Nbp – Nbk

(ca. 629-560 BCE)
	Sippar, Egipar, Adad and Šala
	Bēl-rēmanni
	sale of an ērib-bīti prebend and half of the brewer, baker and butcher prebend for 3 1/3 m silver in total
	-


Type of prebend unspecified

	VS 4 92//93 (Baker 2004 no. 52)
	Dar 16-XI-02 

(519 BCE)
	Babylon, -
	Nappāhu
	15 š, remainder of the price of an unspecified prebend
	-

	CT 51 56
	Dar [-]

(ca. 521-486 BCE)
	Babylon, Ekarzaginna temple, Ea
	-
	per month 2 neck cuts from the offerings before [Ea] on days 23 and 24, sold for 20 š silver
	0.83 š per meat portion

	Jursa 1999: 181 (BM 42425+)
	Dar 04-VIII-[x]

(ca. 521-486 BCE)
	Sippar, -, Bunene
	Bēl-rēmanni
	sale of six types of meat from the šalām bīti offerings to Bunene (of the entire year), for 35 š silver
	5.83 š per meat portion


� The price given in this column is the amount of silver that was paid per day of the prebend; the additional atru payment is not included in this amount. In the case of the temple enterer’s prebend, the figure in this column represents the amount of silver paid per liter of bread and beer – the basic unit used to calculate the size of this type of prebend (see §1.4. above). Some prices of the baker’s and measurer’s prebend are in liters of barley or dates. 





