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Ba'l i umaring adere the fitte By
arripka GUrU kKl shews oup? Thiz wersaifls
(ipthe: cas Rag madks 11 paeshodes fon rmany
micae pesnpla Boomet agime fonee) e all®,
A csons of: EDEm ary very  pheasant
Tk e peafle: ndeed: .|

By < aile phnteerapher © heaed  that
somebiady o Taramd Ranary, Thix Gigest
ot the Caray Blands, was usng & Suzuki
a3 o vehicke for paragliders, Fe just
cohdn's resist . And jush Lo make sure
ihe pic’ - wumild Be odp o standed, he
ooy Michelie and Mariz-Ange wilh
e Phey're <erladndy  ©@p I 040
stasdara!

Paragiding i very wmple — you dan-a
padiate  harness, the parachuls B
opencd and & cir o bioat (anare wsgally,
a hiaty puils vou slong. - You become
girbiare prckly, and men float slong

Bohing the aehick wmil such time a5t

hey slivw diovwen; when yob genth difl
cuich b tse growind oo Bat fry Explain-
-'ng theas b by b ies serrce drsanD ABalT
B risk s tenkensdeg, and in |r1=-:ar'u:-l4:d
migeleding Laresrt. A 4

What mado it worse was Lthe Facl thar

the™ piwtoarapiter - was mot  Zbout o

dempnxiriie thesaleid of the procedure
- heing a defisite chickm Fimsel s

1 Wo ATRFOL 1B i W can't Biring ol ;i:
|1t|.|:|1u of eithar of owr lavoly Ia:#rn:l
flcu ting threangh ia air = viou Tl haw 1o
hé content with sarthbousd origy; o 1
hoar complamts? Mewt tiete, Tind your
P p;.l:.g“lﬁ:rh : =
Migheile apc Maiz EM_y_ eyt b

rathes, preoccugicd with e parachisg
S bk L'pE surs o pseilnes s dheny [

Ay cumplain e ahouy e finlé g 1R

cortiinly f.oa-fun car | wlethdr vou'rs

pulling alene parsgiidend i tRo Canariics

lew miodl palliegg ihew alang, i ,.ﬁ:,-'n:

chickenl or buzzing lround P
| dpeat A traliEn ruthack:

Tl p-’nuh::m with  the  oulbeck 1.1[
CodIFss, bu Rt -y wonld Bave 3 litde
fronlic fl;u:lmg; wirduiers ks like Gy
Pan). CanariEns o thes plooangs Newver
i Why not visit the Grand Canany
Wodiiself o somatiing 2o LEY yimi
T ;
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The L |50 series Suzukies arg not exactly
new to the off foad scene. in this coln-
try, but BARRY. TUCKER only racent-
Iy got the chince to test-drive one. He
jumped in, drove off . | . and got a licte
carried away ;. .

SLUZLKLS tiny theespot screamer, the
LI50 skries, could botome a classic
amaonp of f 1oad wehicles, | recently spont
1 week tpad testing the L0V (hard
top ) and atter petiing off Loca jerky seart
beraeme somewhal epchanted with tke
vehicle's performance, on and off the
road.

My Tirst 10 minutas in the Suruki L350
introdoced me b 4 mew dlyle oF mobar-
g | guickly learnt pot to iey Lo dive
it: ke more expemsive machinery. To
my- mind the L]50 |s femining gonder.
Treat her like a lady and she'll respoad
like oma, Treat her like 2 bitch, and .,
[ ran Ento minor prablams in those fimst
|0 minutes, encouniering Flght 2tete
turns, baffic light and Fzal movieg
traffic im gulck succesiion,

The problems were a hair-trigger clutch,
diretl stesring, Betbe ga incshied and
almost name in tap, a screamlng dervish
of am angine which over-revved madly
between chanpes, and a gearbox that
was oo |ow geated o be of much wse
around lown — of 1o 1 thodght Initll ke,
| began telling mysell It was polng to
be a hell of @ wesk and sterted looking
for 3 philosophy -that would help me
pope, | guickly dedded that the vehicle
coutdn't change e habhits 5o 1 would
have to change min:,

Mo saaner did | starl taking thirgs tlow
and easy with Surzy, les 3 cautlous
approach 10 2 new girl, than all the pice
things started happenlng. She stopped
trying to lurch away with her touchy
chutch, stopped howling becween pear
changes and wo quickly saded down
together. By thie end of the weck Suzy
and | wore punning Flag dround city

traffic, due mainly to tho L]50%S mag:
nificent manocuv|Ey Shility and the
sridll spaces | L can creep inlo.

The  common  complamts aboor the
L]50 =g its lack of guts an the highway
and jis marrow Wack, which tends to
ke it fall off the iides of mounlains,
But the L]50 wii designed for use 15 a
fight town and country glckup, motata
macho pramd [ouring saching o a rock
climbers companion. The recently
imroduced L]B0 series — with ' only
minor suipension changes, 4 i wider
track and a new Sour oylinder fodr strofs
enging = was deslgned to anywer the
criticlems of thos whi lave takon the
LI5S0 amed put it to 3 we [of which it
was not ariginolly intendad.

| thought the L]SOV really shone in its
adopled rede ad an off road performer
and, considering my sl around-town
frdrmpirt B 2 BMW 2002, | couldn't
really fsult the |lntle vin's mef formance
on the dity streatd. My approsch bo pst-
ting seekfaciion from Lhe fwi ke
veas Lo Ly L be realistic abodt B
potenial It's nat a Landcruises, a Range
Rover or a Jeep and yet it went avery-
waere | wanted it to go without any
fuss, The vehicle thai will do evenything
hasn't: beea buailt et and if s had I
wuldn't be  avallabda for - just awver
4,000

After 3 predictably slow run down The
Humo Highway, the winding Wom bevan
Caves Rood begmn to wve me my. [iesd
redliftec . Enprossona of  the L)50%
abilitiés, | had already noticed the vas'y
tendency. o bounce, even un palched
up bllumen. M5W distribulers Aleco
Surikl  podnt eat that the LSOV s
fegiitered i 3 mobor lory and poosds
vehicle, |5 suspemsion is designed fo
carry: a2 mazimurn load  of 300

LD Ibed and maturally 115 bess boamey
with wome of that pavlcad in the hack.
The flapt car. was camying only one
parsan and ' less than 20 kg of food,

camping cquipment and photagraphic
eas,

A lot of road shock was Irasmdted
through 1he steering wheel and was
sometimes severe enough to wrench it
out of ‘my grigy b fought the natural
intlination to yank the wheol back in
line and the LI5S0 alwieys ciareoiad
irsell guickly = a pafer pracedure than
whigping the whesl from gide 1o sidd an
A hoose surface.

Al o stige did | encawber che L]50'%
droaded reputation for KiElng an inside
rear whesl on shaip cwress, although |
sometimes pushed Sury inbe dteations
whene | expécted it to happen.'| fimly
believe that where: this does: bappen it
shiould nob be & criflcism of the vehicle
= {1% more a case of the driver taking
the LI5S0 bryond its ressanably beoid
capabilitios.

The same applies o the L]50% gear-
box, which bas been criticised for being
impretisa, [r [ut on 1000 kmsaf driving
| missed only two gear changes, and |
remember them both ey cléarly be-
caidse the gesr lover Mew oul of weend,
smack in the middie of curves an that
wind ing Wambeyan road,

But Suzy sailed on through the cuns on
Pt socasdons; | picked cut secand gear
rpom  carelully aml wd were guickly
mataring an.’ Thesd two near mithaps
were & clear case of defver. erior = 1
approached Both cumes oo fdst an a
rividgh poad, rdking dosnchinpss |ust
that little bit more difficudt, and conse-
quesithy had toeo many revs v when |
made the sloppy charge info ecand.

The fect that Suzy and | swnvived both
Frciden s save a lod Tor the wiy she hdas
been put topather and poch-poshs the
criticise “that has besn levelled af her
pafme trick, o alsn says soemething
about the way the L]50Y should be
chriyan,
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O 4 steeply sloped hill near the caves
arcd | decided g st the stevies shout
Surit falling over, Mearisg @iz top-af
the higl | hanked 1 i &1 and put
abodl a 13 degee fgan on the van
pafore chxkenme oul, OF ocourse o
LI3s will fall over, any sahiche will i
wal push it far erough, | stuck to my
pasic asproach of keogping wilhls a
sentille margin of whet 1 escsidernad
bin bt kg wehicle's ahilt gy

Ar the erd o this peiel run | exper
imtced a2 mimor problem,  one  that
Avecn Susikl had warmea e abgur -
an oeeasional difficalty in moving tha
tramsiur Pever trom higs cange o 200,
TRe ek 1han wicked evary Lime w10
cogage - first; Tnch foreard slowly and
kecp & soeady presiade on the Tracaler
leves, |1 soom wicked into plice with 2
litthe push, Agart from that minos
cotail, which will coere eself with
liethe wear, the tdmaler leser operadion
was smoaih. | afso hid troucis ongaging
reversn properly, bug oaky wies 1 tried
to by the operation.

Moer of oz presdems 1 had emcaunrened
so far were Lrgel des o the eoror of
still wving to Srive the Susakn liks o
hemder, mose pomeriul  ang more
cXpensive maching,

Two things [ cldn® like om the L)50
wiie he position of the handlyake and
e anall capacity ol the Sl ank
L300 Hitres or 6.6 gallons):

The handbrake fever i located cn the
patserper dide of the Jransmision fumz
=l oa losp way fram ahe debven,
depeding on veur raach, bul far enouh
B3 make (L kot o work the bizke
and kzep your eye &n 2 bush frack at
the o same  Cme, [t would be Beger
logancd botweon T seals, on the trans-
misslos tmnel, allowing the deiver 1w
remain: upright whan wsing 1 1t in

Yory limited rear peerhang was handy
for backing out of tight spaces,

The slope doesn'l look too sieep but
Sury fam sway b s gear bow raige
cluse to poror engling braking abillpy.

Eharp ond of rock is almed al Suey's
Tued lank, bul was casiby ¢leared with
sorme al the 240 mim of clearance g
Apare,

Standard bar treads hed aeod grip on
damp sl and grab smooth rock
surfaces too,

Suzy's eargo sea i too sinall far
saepers, but provides plenty of room
far gear.

he same sosition en the L B0 I= spif
of its locatios e handbrase - which
Gperates o he Ll et - aways warked
sminath v and cffectivoly.

The only lrating moise ino the st
vahichs Spou can hardly camplain About
@ Ieie siroke Being nolsy] ceme froo a
continuzl buzzing sound in the had-
orake linkags, CHherwise the LSO wag
Iress ol raltles and body squeaks.

Acoording to rvy Cgueees the L] 50V
wied 71,35 litres of petral  for the
T28 km run from Sy daey 1o 'Wamboyan
Caver and homo via Goulbars and
Wollongang, with fregquenl oot (oo
mcta-taking and photopraphs. | seemad
ta be stopping frequentdy Lo Al thy T
Lank foo, bul Lhose Tigupss indicate a
porferrnanes af 98 lrad 100 kny [o
2 mpgl, which & 2ol 5ad allowing o
me et that | oweas not disong the L 5
gssmoathliy as | was laoer in the week,
g I'.'l:qu-r:n:l Wizt Aangd skirts angd e
use af 3% 0. The I:iit.l.':i ghvo the 30 Bt
fank i range of 287 kms (180 milas)

il camumption wai an amazingdy |ow
1.5 lires,

Fhe. fual tank & made of thin gage
metal and, apart from i lecation be-
hiad the sight hend rear 3xic Fousing,
v ungrotecoed. Asaco Susuki spokes
man Chris Henry says a few Suzuki
ownors’ have raporicd niptured fanks,
Ut for esoigh fo rmake s look like
adpriods problom,

The one-plece rear door was convenient
ML wokldn®t st cpen when e van
Wit parked whife feaning to-she L=, 115
it aiways passible o find 2 flat pizce
of ground In the besh and someiimes |
had o prep the rear door oom with &
by stick, Bul tha makeshife arrange:
mest doosn’t ahvays work and onco
whila  preparing funch on the lugeaee
tray | leancd on the raar and, the wick
feliand the redr deor with its kesvy spane
whitsi] slimrmod serods my bum ang Lhe
backs of my fegs. Some kind of door
stay b mbeded ta make wire the door
SLAYS OpEn whEn you want e, Emd
this problor has Bees reported g0 the
manuilctissry,

The breather tube o the ST o et
ank an the test vekicle aribpled il
anlo The fop of the fender maneath
the onnat, makisg a gooey rcss inside
the erpine compartment, Chris Henry
gisured me this was sol a2 common
probiem with the L )50 and supggetiad ail
muit have un inle the Breather wube
ke e wehicle was cil%ed o the left,
Whatawver the sxdte, I voul prelen a clean
ERRING comparimant vou cin redirecs
e pabe lowares  the rear centie of tha
engine Bay and fesd it down 3 bracker
27 tho fireeall .

The besathor wbo, the lack of a rear
aoor siay and the handbraks sosition
were the'only things | didn't jike abosc
tie L|SD which, considerng is pelce

g, | :ja’il'd a5 a1 ohervwise beaurddly
designed and engincorod vebicle, | was
fagpy o accapt the Tagt that the two
stroke, 246 KW engicz was ol partic-
larjy poverfui and top spoed was
netosiarly  low. Susy  eroieod  ai
T3 knjh and | thought wving (o reach
arl hold 3 cop speed of 100 kmh or
More  wai nol  anly  ssdewincking
huit slightly sidiculas

Overall | was impressed . with the tiny
Bree-pal performer 3i an all-pursose,
allterrain venilz, The finish was good
tar che prece and the orighnal'y Snispded
use of the vahick, sith full lengih
head lining, sasic deor im amd thin
rubbar flear mats, Theaname! pintwork
shwed a fow chip marks, sspecafly b
e ligiage compartmont, bur sesiied
fialehes from branches and oushes

The front door windows move up and
down guickly and gaslly with anly twn
and & gusrtel lusns of the winders -
wery fMandy whea duddendy pomftranned
with the  dusr ol of an 01 CCHm i 2
vehicle, The big rear side windows open
ol From the sack ard ame fnoked
wilh an dbew (oint which caps firmby
into: place in the open asd shot pos-
ithory. The elbow s include 2 gond
EipMng davics bor the finges and whan
the windows ae pooped open shey sy
open, unike wameof these systems
which sam shut wilz the firss gisi ol
L

The makers elmm ike LI5S0 will run
through wator reaching 35 high 4 the
top of She 'guards and the cisetiics
ssorm high fapugh and well enough
imidlated to allow this, | ca=" wguzh
for it heciuss whiere | veenl | couldn't
find amy walsd fnoie than & Ffove Ineles
deep. Atcfa Suzukl oo furiher 2 ©asm
ehae wiath A snorkle an f=e capburstiar
the englne cum parimant can be floaded
ard the L |50 will kaes an gaing,

Duzr sealing was exccllent. Tho only
slice it come in was through the open
windows, Samo gravel wais kicked in
froft the rear of the rubser seiling
arotingd the tramsfor lewe, | didn’c got
tho opportucity to deive tee LJ30V ina
degant raln storer, bl | megne he
wedlher  proofing. v a8 good us ke
dist dealing.

Tha dual system hvdraulic srakes were
porwerfyl esough for all my ooy and
higrway drwing and showed na inclin:
ation e lock wp wnder the heaviest
presken. Leading wroos ame fiked 10 e
frons drurs asd leading and erailisg
shoes o the rear, The twa sroke L] 50
B noi neted Tar Qs eegine - biaking
abllley, which B muth  imatoved on
the L|&0. Chris Hesry tonk roa dows a
wit amd sbeap flre eail in his LjE0A
arid tho wohicle drawled slang o firs
gedr bow sange witheut d=y fool brike
omsdune.  The L|EOV - reguired ht.a-g:,.-
fnat braks pressure on Lha same dope,

[Please tum to papge 56
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We were off Beim with eur reference o
CSCAR driving lights on page 63 of
bskie mumbes theee and wod like o pait
tha secand sirlghe.

The lamp we dascribed as the Oucar Plus
wis in T2t a T oo guerts halogon hoad -
light replacoment unit, which & ariced
dl 555 4 pair.

Fhe real Cicar Plus, ohoto oo this page,
i priced wl S45

We apologise 10 John Holdwsorts Auca-
malwe Lighting Co, of 56 Lannasds,
Sydmoy, and to all ather Ouwcar stackises
for serewing this one up, and to anvone
Whe triesd do Sy 3 100 wat Oscar rally
gobe for 3450,

Fho Oacar H1 100 watl mlly elabe. iy
priced at 5890, und the 30 wart rafiy
ghabie ks priced at 54500
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E5 Bushdriver

[Contisued fom page 549)

The postion of 2l (sdrunenis and
deiving  conligds wes pood, wits Lhe
exception of the  handbrake, and |
roting the Frving pescion the best |
Oir mnEnkneed b omy 1,7 msice
iraimo, with room (U spars Uround the
sedals, Furward vigion aver the slupine
pomrel was excalbant and the scpligizle
dwettiang at the rear made i@ 2asy o
sk imba plazes where another vzhick
woallid have dillicw 2y,

Woen Qruce Flynn etz the L8O for
BUSHORIVER he found T perfosred
BaiEer han the twa soake off road snd
had only a €ight mlge ovir 1T oo the
highwiy,

At Fomits off road aodlces, good
locks arad veesatilicy, | (iink the eca
rartics of L0 ownessip will make
tha wehicie popular for many vears 1o
coma. The LS50 and the LI5S0 aps
W competing with rack arer. Intkis
cald situaticn there may b scope To-
pargaring  with your friendly Sczuk
daaler, But who cas grodicn wiar will

Mappen after July thin yese
2nd Victorian dealérs will beme
formilited to import e b
2ndl dealers” stocks begn 50 S

Theie 2i¢ now many hisdre
mivy and used, o deplen®

comld oy walking one o e
make 1 big swing - to pond on 5
3 radl bar, undorbody plroloction o B

wxiliasy Fuel aank,

IF | comild at=ord 1o fun o sceond
Fa - oe seciously comidering the
L|=C becadss a3 | said ol the
ihink s on the wiv i Bed
Tlori g £,

The singnsted. retail prise of t GESE
i MEW s 53R inchiding seles B
§387.15, plus rogistration foe of STHE
wranshor, foe £6 and shamp duly SRR
The wwgpesed regzll of the soft g
83,527 including ales tin of 235208
play regitration 170, transfer 36
gamp duty FTL The dulivery charge
warios befwaen dealers.

TECH SPECS
LJ50

VICHDEL
kil |50
DRI NS DR S
Orgrall ek A5 mm
widltBi: 1295 anm
heighl. 1673 mm
Whpalhase 19D
Raail Clearances 240 fr
|1|- Tl
front & rear 6 LT APR
Ive prCasune
e 1T EPaL1d il

pear: 117 &PadH psi!
I Treand

front: LIEID fnm

rgart CTTO0 mm

ke wosght: T30 kg
Seating cupaciny: 2 A
FERFOEMAMNCE
Maximum hars sower;
240 KWatr 3500 rpm
Man mim torguc:
506 BLm
Climbing abilits
an M= (U746 (36,5
Hraking distance
10 a1 S0 kme's
Furhing dncle: 9,2 'm
Maxirmum luad: SO0 kp
Twwlng capacine: 750 ke
ENGIKE
Fypes 2 tvck, 3 ovlindor,
walor el
Hare X Sirake:
SN e = 60,5 mon

[Haplacersont: 530 oo
Lu=ressinr. Sasukl Ol
FUEL S%STEY
ik smzaciny: 30 Hirs,
Carhiksetior: YOI 30.25
Air chatnes: W poly
Cird T =
LUEERRC ATHIN 5YSTEM
Engine: Sieiki T
Ol panke capacity: Sl lifies
TS S ssa i st Sl
100l Res
Trans v case ofl:
A0 mili e
Ak Fvalt ail
V300w illiEtres
Seering poar ol
154m it Eeres
COHL NG AYSTEM
Type: Wace cooled, pres
LIFEECE
Rodizte ! Cosrueived fn ke
e B O
Water pamp: Canirifuzal
Weari dnwe
Thier reostat: Wak neblcy ol
menl iypa
Coslant 5.5 lipes, iacudizp
LG libres rsse e at G061 G res
feseresal ! v
IGMITION SYSTEM
Lanition: Butsory
lgnition timing. 6761 DC
P00 ppenanil bedow
apark plags kiGE B THS



253 Parrarmatta Road, Haberfield

Ceoghegans Resreational
Wehieles and Pete Geoghegan Rentals
Tel, (02) 798-0000-0pen 7 day=s.

We are proud to ba
Australia's Number

Dealer




