
BY GORDON ELIOT WHITE

S URPLUS is alive and well in Ohio. \Vhile
urban decay and redevelopment has displaced
rad io row in New York and other big cities, the
business seems to be flourishing in smaller towns
such as Dayton. The Dayton Harnvention, last
spring, had a flea market that covered two acres.
Most of the wares were surplus and business was
flourishi ng.

It is not only during a one-day hamfest that
surplus sales do well in Dayton. That medium­
sized city suppo rts four surplus dealers, three o f
them full-time. and apparently growing, and an­
o ther operating part-time.

We were welcomed particularly warmly by
Dayton Electronic Surplus, 1001 East 2nd Street.
Chubby. the proprietor, helped me locate some
surplus items he didn't have in stock at the time,
and showed me so me interesting pa rts for my
Command Set collection. Like most of the new
breed of surplus houses, the reta il end of the busi­
ness is heavily in compo nents, rather than com­
plete receivers. transmitters, etc. Dayton Surplus
had a good supply. at low prices, of the Korean
war-vintage gray Comma nd Sets.

Mendelson's Electronics, a few blocks away.
also specializes heavily in components. spread
out in bins in a large warehouse.

I did not find anyo ne in a t Research Equip­
ment Co.• 1731 Springfield St. , and Mr. Littell .
o f Engineeri ng Associates. was out of town.

Dayton is fueled of course by the big Wright­
Patterson Air Force Base complex. With shipping
becoming ever more costly, I am finding the best
surplus so urces are close to the military bases
which generate the material, rather than in
downtown, crime-ridden cities. I visited TaIlen
Electronics. 300 Seventh St., Brooklyn. N.Y., and
found that the proprietor. Tom Allen, was get­
ting ready to sell out and retire. One of his
problems was his locat ion. in a New York slum
where sma ll child ren extort qu arters in "protec­
tion money" 'o r toss rocks at the employees.

The change in the surplus market involves the
urban problem, redevelopment. such as the
\Vo rld Trade Center which displaced Radio Ro w
in New York, and the simple problem of age.
The proprietors who went into surp lus in its hey­
day in 1946, are a quarter-century older now,
and are thinking of retiring. At the same time
surplus has moved into a class of over- special­
ized equipment such as computers and radar,

" 1502 Stonewall Rd.• Alexandria, Va. 22302.

which are not usa ble in their original confi gura­
tion.

T he result is a new crop of surplus dealers.
specializing in components. new or pull-outs. or
in ai rcraft parts, test gea r, o r milita ry equipment,
used by U.S. Mil itary allies. The World War II
surplus is going fast- better grab the last dregs
while you can. There are no more Command Sets
being ma de!

One of the left -overs from 1944 that is being
disposed of by the military now is the AN/
CRT-3. the fa miliar "Gibson G irl" emergency
liferuft transmitter. This set has been slandard
equipment in emergency gear for nearly 30
years. but has been superseded recently by solid­
sta te transceivers of greater range and less
weight. so batches of the Gibson Girl (from the
shape) are being sold now. I ma ke no sugges­
tions as to the usefullness of this set. bu t it has
attracted some interest.

The AN/CRT-3 is the la test version of the
SCR-278. which was a British copy of the Ger­
man N.S . 2 Notsender, captu red in the En glish
Channel in 1941. Bendix Radio bu ilt the U.S.
copy about the time of Pearl Harbor, so that
downed airmen could crank out an automatic
distress signal.

The CRT-3 puts out either a 500 kHz signal,
tha t being one of the international d istress fre­
quencies, o r on the 8364 kH z emergency cha n­
nel. (others include 121.5 and 243 mHz) . Earlier
models of the G ibson Gi rl had a frequency of
8220 kH z.

The mechanism of the set switches automatic­
a lly from the 500 kHz signa l to 8364 kHz every
45 seconds . T he lower frequency is 1000 Hz
tone-modu lated; the higher frequency is c.w.
Both arc keyed with "S 0 S" plus a long dash.

Cranking the set is something of a chore. I
always wondered how long a downed airman
could keep it going as he became weaker and
weaker with hunger or thirst. Must be despera-

The AN/ CRT-3 " Gibson Girl" emergency trans­
mitter. Adapted from the German N.S . 2 " Not­
sender," in 194 1, it gets its nam e from th e
curvaceous sho pe, designed to be easily held
between the knees of a downed a irman who is

fu riously cronking the power generator.
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BRAND NEW FREQ-SHI FT TTY MONITOR:
NA VY OCT·3 : r M Receiver I)'PC . Ireq . range I 10-26 mHl
in 4 ba nds. ce nt. tuning. Crystal callb. Reads up to IS~Hl
devianon on built-in vrVM . Cost $1 100.00 each' In original
boll with instruct . book & cord. FOB Maripo~. CA. Shippin,
WI 11 0 Ibs. Min. ugnal needed : 15m\' _ 49.50

,

HIGH.sENSITIVITY WIDE·BAND RECEIVER
COMMUNICATIONsoBUG DETECTION

-SPECTRUM STUDIES
38 ·1000 MHZ AN/ALR -5 :Consish of brand new tunerfccn­
verter CV·253/Al R In original factory pack and an es c. used
checked O K &. grid main receiver R·t44 modified for 120 v.
50/60 hz. The tuner coven the (anre in 4 band s; each band
hu its o wn T ype N Ani . input . Packed with each tuner is the
faclory inspector's checkout Yl«I. The OM we o pened show­
ed S ENSITI VITY : 1.1 uv at 38.4 mhz. 0 .9 .11 133 mhz, S at
Sl8 mhz, 4 Y:t .11 17 8 mhz, 7.11 I pl. The recewer is actually
a lO mht IF ampl. with aU that folio .....s, Including a djode
meier fo r r ~ lauv~ signal strength ; an anen. calib ralfil lR 6 d b
51~J'S 10 - 14 db. fcuc.....ed by an Ave posmon: Ptn.• vsdec &.
A(- ou tpu ts : s.....itch stleel pass o f !200 khz o r - 2 mhz: and
SEL ECT AM Of FMI With handbook & p..... r. input plug.
aU o nly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 375 .00
CV·253 Convcrl~ r o nly. good ustd • ...../book 99.50

W. have SP- 600- JX. R390. WRA- 2 RE CE IVERS. Ask!

REGUL. PWR SPL V FOR COMMAND, LM ETC.
PP-I 06/ U: ~~Iered . Knob-adjustable 90-210 v up to 80 rna
d c;also sclec tan ACof6.3 v SA. or 12.6v 2Yz A o r 28 \' 21liA .
Wit h matin, o utput plug &. aU tech. ca ta. Shpg. wt. SO lbs,

..... . ••. •. •. • • • • 19 .50
BARGA INS WHICH THE ABOV E WI LL POWER :

LM.( -) F req. Meter : 125 - 20 mHz• .01 '1 . 0 ' or AM. \uth
serial-matched cAh b. book. tech. d.lta. maling plug . . 37.50
T8.323 F req. M~ler : 20- 480 mhz. 001'J,• • .. . .... 49.50
R23A/ARC5 Command QS'~r 19~5SO k Hz. ex c cond 16.95
ARC R15 (MIL R-509) CornmUid. 10S-t3S mUz. Sew17.50
NEMS-CLARKE 1670 F M rcvr 55-260 mHz. like new275 .oo
WWV Rcvr/ComPMalOf 2'h - 20 mHl wilh sco pe . ... 250.00
Empir. Dftten NF·114 Rr:t meter is a red-hot receiver h om
t SO k Hz 10 80 mHz .. ... . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . • • • 295.00

Attention!
Buyers, Engineers. Advanced Technicians:

Wt' have the best teu -equspmem ... oscillosco pe
inventory in the co unt ,! , so ask fo r you' needs . . .
don't ask for an a vera! catalog . . . we also buy, so
tr ll us what you have. Prict' it.

R. E, GOODHEART CO" Inc:.
80. 1220 GC . 8fteriy Hill s. Calif. 90213
Phone Ar•• Code 213. OffICe 772 ·5 707

PLEASE USE YOUR ZIP
COIlE NUMBER ON ALL

CORRESPONDENCE

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
: CASH PAID •••••. FASTI :
: For your unused TU BES. Semiconductors, RE- :
: CE IVERS, VAC, V AR IABLES, Test Equip- :
: ment. ETC. Fair Dealings since 1938. Write or :
: call nowl Barry, W2LN I. :
: BARRY ELECTRONICS, 512 Broadwoy, N_ :
: Yorl<, N. Y. 10012. 12 12·WA5-70oo) (We buy.
• f.ctorv termination &: from individ uals). :
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

.. PAY HIGHIIT CAlH PRICE FOR
IUCTltON TUla • IIIIICONDUCTORI

IIIIIEDIATI PAYIIENT ON
UNUIID T\.lall

H • L Al80CIATil
ILIU.IIIWO," IMDUITIIIA&. , ..

ILiZARnt. "" ......., _
(1.'1 Hl_
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tion gives strength. The voltages used a re 28 a t
175 rna and 300 at 40 rna. In the T-74 /CRT
version. the two windings are in series, to give
330 volts at 40 rna for transm itt ing tha i last 112
watt of power. Ra ted power is 2 'h watts on 500
kHz and 2 watts on 8364 kHz.

The manual-T.O . 12R5·2C RT-3-2 is full o f
helpfu l advice on how to se t up the a ntenna in
the jungle o r the a rctic, and how a search plane
should home o n the signals. conside ri ng the shor t
ground -wave and the 36 meter skip zone. O ne
warning thai should be taken to heart by anyone
tinkering with the CRT-3 is care in handling the
hydrogen generators for the an tenna balloon .
Known as gas generator M-3 15-A or -B, this
little canister can be dangerous if trea ted roughly.
If gotten wet, it makes hydrogen, a highly ex­
plo sive, but odorless gas. Remem ber the H inden­
burg d isaster? That Ze ppelin was filled with
hydrogen, which exp loded, probably from sta tic
electricity sparks. Handle it carefully.

In add ition, the lith ium o r calcium hydride in
the generato r is quite caustic, a nd can burn the
skin if the canister is broken open.

Really. the best use for this set is as a present
for yo ur uncle who flies his own plane. If he is
ever forced down. it could save his life. partic­
ularly if he flies over uninhabited areas. Other­
wise , it could make a Q RP set. if you replace the
hand-cranked dynamotor wi th a sim ple d iode
po wer supply similar to the u.c. un its built to
power Co mmand Sets. The meager current re­
qui rements should be easy to provide with bat­
tery power fo r field day work. transmitter hu nts,
etc.

Wa rning number two : TJIO~e emergency fre­
qu encies must not be uw d. even for QRP.
Change the crystals to amateur bands first thing.
Even if you don't get in trouble with the law for
transmitting on international d istress frequencie s.
you can cause a lot of grief to search a nd rescue
peo ple if you inadvertan tly crank up on their
band s. You m ight even block out some poo r so ul
who wa s trying to send a rea l d istress message.

A nother caut ion : without a pro pe r antenna
connected, the 500 kHz transmitter puts ou t
power on its second harmonic. 1.000 k l-l z, which
would not be a ppreciated by your loca l Broad­
cast sta tio n.

The Air Force has long had much smaller,
battery-powered emergency transmitters. such as
the AN / URC·4 , AN /U RC-ll, et c. on 12 1.5 and
243 m Hz. but these are too sho rt- ranged to be
usefu l over long distances, such as a t sea. so the
G ibson G ir l survived these many years. Today,
transistors and be tter batte ries have fina lly out­
moded it, a nd hundreds have shown up in sur­
plus sales.

, Surplus Dealer.' Directory .
The following is a continuation of my Surplus

Dealers' directory, which I plan to run each



WILL BUY
FOR CASH
ALL TYPESALL TYPES

LIBERTY PAYS MORE!!
WILL BUY
FORCASH

• ELECTRON TUBES

• SEMICONDUCTORS

• Mi litar y Electronic
Equipment

• Test Equipment

WIRE. WRITE. PHONE COLLECT! WE PAY FREIGHT ON ALL PURCHASES

Liberty Electronics, Inc.
548 Broadway. New York. New York 10012. Phone 212·925·6000

month as long as new addresses continue to
•come 10:

California :
I\lountain View, 94040, Haltek Electro nics, 1690
Plymouth Ave.
EI Cerrito, 94530, R T .T.Y. Elect ronics, Box
655. phone 527-4847. mainly Teletype.
North Hollywood, 91609, Columbia Electron­
ics. Box 9266. 7360 Atoll Ave.
Norwalk, 90650, Vern's Electronics Surplus,
12159-61 E. Front St. , Mostly new surplus parts.
some aircraft, few com plete sets.
Sacramento, 95825, Selectronics, 1912 Fulton
A ve.
Inglewood, 90301, H & K Sales, 815 W. Arbor
Vitae, Box 254 . Primarily excess industrial elec­
tronic components.
Sacra mento, 95276, Sacramento Surplus Sales,
4801 Hedge Ave., genera l surplus.
Sacramento, 958 13, Metro Aero-Tron, Box
i5436, airborne equipment, test sets, corn­
ponents.
Culver City, 90230, Airborne Sales Co ., 8501
Stellar D r. Chiefly aircraft parts.
Arcadia. 91006, Aircraft & Component Equip­
ment, Box 134, 25 N. Fourth Ave. Chiefly air­
borne parts.
Los Angeles, 90024, ARS Electronics, 616

WANTS TO BUY
All types of military e lect ro ni cs equip­
ment and parts. Call collect for cash offer.

SPACE ELECTRONICS division of
MILITARY ELECTRONICS CORP.

76 Brook side Drive. Upper Saddle River
New Jersey 07458 I 12011 327-764 0.

TELETYPE -RIBBONS-TOROIDS
Lo west prices env where !

88 mhy TORQIOS 30/$10. ppd . ­
F,esh RllY Rlbhons 121$3.50 ppd.

MACHINES - GEAR S - SUPPLIES - TAPE

Sta.».. '0' VAN W2DLT 3D?' PA SSA 'C A V '
C A TAlO(i ST IHll NG N J O / ' IHO

TV·7/U ELECTRON TUBE TESTER
PORTABLE DYNAMIC MUTUAL
CONDUCTANCE TYPE

UMd ' 0 ,.., .nd .......... ' M poo< loomorn;.
~.h',n . .-w;l 'o ~'IHm, n. , '" " IK, ...n I,·
m,,. lor EIK " on Tubn " M<lon RK''''ff ' . tow.
POWIH T••n""'UIH,. • nd ,n mo n ... 0' ''-' .IK­
!tonIC~"'P<nfnl Tht ' n n m«l•••• lor d ...
.......e mu ,u.1 eond" e•• rn;• . • m ' l$,on . thorll.

o)K. no, ,.. co n ' ''. '' ' ' ... . po lo' I, m p. " C. Tn '
oock.n ... lor loc1fI . OC '~ .•. 5 . 6 . 1 pon. Nor ,
.,1 9 . 1 pon m,n",u, . . ....t>- m,n . •d .-w;l Iial .
.,orn . al e . .... " I! tpfC."~P''' ' (T...ArARE

QPTlO NAU 8 19, 832. 2CJ9 and tub-m.n . ' ubn w,'I! Ionlliu d' 'hO c.n bf lOlIfd
Pow IH ._ ,,«1 115 Voll SO 10 1000 e cln r "bf ," . d... eh..lI. 'n' " _
...., p,n tI • • ,,,, ' .n.,, 10' 1 and 9 p ,n rn;ludtd . S,.. 6-'10 . 8 · ~ • 15-" '·,
..... 20 1bJ, P RICES UM<l . ,."' '''..,• . 51 9 9S CI!K ktd 52S 00 Aoap ,• • lor
2CJ9 . $5 ,00. lor 8191832 . $5 00. lor tub ·m,n 'I I. td · 5 3 00 P"en FOB L.mo

Dept. CO - SEN D NOWFOR NEW CA TALO G

FAIR RADIO SALES
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A Unit of Ex·Cell ·O Corporation ::E' 9: ,

Holmby Ave., lubes, test sets, airbo rne com­
munications gea r.
Sun Valle)', 9 1352, Kal Nelson Aviation, 8124
San Fernando Rd. Chiefly ai rcraft electronics,

Massachusells:
liardwick, 01 037, Onil J. Landry. Widow of
WB5FAP is clea ring out U RR-13, LM-2I , TSC­
12, TSC-13, TN-233-SRC, ARN-3I , A RC-27
sets and components,
Wilmington, 01 887, Marshall Associates, 121
Main St ., machinery and electronics.
Brockton. 02402, Mate rials Recycl ing Inc.. all
sorts of surplus.
Dorchest er, 02 125, Electro-Craft Inc., 1124
Do rchester Ave., commercial and military sur­
plus, airc raft, and Teletype surplus electronics.

Oh io:
Columbus, 43201 , Sta rr Surpl us Sales, 1038 .
High 5 1. Full line o f mi lita ry surplus, old standby
units, command sets, and new test gear.
Columbus, Topper Steel & Supply, 2108 Hi gh
51. Chiefly su rplus tools & H ardware.

Adjusting and Cl eaning Speed
Keys [from page 37]

times. You'd be amazed by the number of
hams who use this method, If yo u're in a
hurry, the fl ip-up co ver o f a m atchbook works
eq ually well instead o f the bond.

If the contacts look so badly pitted and
burned that they seem beyond repair, try this
approach : instead of bond paper, use in order
( a) fine emery paper, (b ) a fine fini shing pa­
per, such as " Wetordry," (c) a crocus cloth,
and finally, (d ) the bond paper.

For remo ving a ny leftover debris from pol­
ishing, mo isten a swab stick in ordinary rub­
bing alco hol and clean the areas thoroughly.
From this po int on , the easiest trick to keep
your bug clean is to put a dust cover over it
when it's not in use. -

USA.CA [from page 86J
, Casablanca returned, No reply to mail sent to

the Anchorage Radio Club, P.O. Box 21 1,
Anchorage regard ins their Alaskan DX Club
Award. The RSG B Certifica te Manager ( H F ) is
Charles R. Em ury. G5GH, Westbury End, Fin­
mere, Buckingham, England. RSG B Certificate
Manager (VHF) is Jack Hum, G5UM, 27 In­
garsby Lane, Houghton-on-the-Hill, Leicester
LE79JJ , England.

I am sure you all had a wonderful time at the
1CHN Convention Peoria, III., I will gladl y pass
along data on it for those unable to attend. 3$

soo n as I get it.
Remember write. tell me. How was yo ur

month? 73, Ed" W2GT.

Mod . I"
U.S.A.

# 100- 24 H

CLOCK

Nu I'igmu Alpl1u
Internat iona l Amateur Rad io Frater­
nitv . Memberships now avai lable . ln ­
eludes wall certi ficate. Newslet ter,I .O.
ca rd, nets, OX. and more . Send for
free brochure . nowl!

Box 310 Dept. a, Boston, Mass. 02101

-
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PENNW"' ..... RU",E""''''''''' co.
DIVISION 01 lCA CO_PO_ArlON

7]4~ fRANKSlD W N AVE PITTSBURGH. PA 1)201

Wa lnut or ebony plastic (Ole.
A' Your Deal.r, -or 4 "H. 7 o/.. "W. 4"0. 110V 60

DIIICT FROM cy. Gua ranteed O ne Yl!or.

TYMETER· I~.''-,i
" r _ A , A 6 _ "

DIGI TAL eLDOn

Put more
punch in your work.

With a Greenlee Chassis Punch you can punch
c lean. true holes in seconds. Round , square.
key or O. In 16-ga. metal . hard rubber. plastic
or epoxy. Available at rad io and electronics
part s deal er s . Writ e for c a ta lo g E-730 .
Greenlee Tool Co , 1764 Columbia Ave.. Rock­
ford , III. 61101 .

GREENLEE TOOL CO
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