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FOREWORD

The RCA Rabiotron ManuaL has been prepared
especially to supply technical information regarding
the characteristics and operation of RCA Radiotrons
to those who work or experiment with radio tubes and
circuits.

Careful consideration has been given to the selection
of material which presents general and specific tube
information in the most useful and helpful form.

Tube types have been arranged in numerical sequence
on the basis of the last two digits of model number
designations. This is in accordance with our program
of generally utilizing a two digit system for identifying
tubes as evidenced by the new type numbers, ie.,
46, 56, 57, 58, and 82. Eventually, the two digit
system will be extended to practically all of the older
models by dropping the first digit of the present three
digit designations.

This Manual will be found valuable by radio service
men, radio technicians, experimenters, radio amateurs,
and those who have an interest in the technical aspects
of radio tubes.

Commercial Engineering Section
RCA RADIOTRON CO., INC.

Harrison, New Jersey
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Electrons and Electrodes

The radio tube is a marvelous device. Although it appears to be a fragile affair
constructed of metal and glass, in reality it is a rugged instrument that makes pos
sible the performing of operations, amazing in conception, with a precision and
a certainty that is astounding. It is an exceedingly sensitive and accurate instru-
ment—the product of coordinated efforts of engineers and craftsmen. Its con-
struction requires materials from every corner of the earth. Its use is world-wide.
Its future possibilities, even in the light of present day accomplishments, are but
dimly foreseen, for each development opens new fields of design and application.

The radio tube consists of a cathode and one or more additional electrodes—
all enclosed in an evacuated glass bulb—with their electrical connections brought
to exterior terminals. The cathode supplies electrons while the other electrodes
control and collect them.

The importance of the radio tube lies in its ability to control almost instantly
the flight of the millions of electrons supplied by the cathode. It accomplishes
this with a minimum of control energy. DBecause it is almost instantaneous in its
action, the radio tube can operate efficiently and accurately at electrical frequencies
much higher than possible with rotating machines.

All matter exists in the solid, liquid, or gaseous state. These three forms of
matter consist entirely of minute divisions known as molecules. Molecules are
assumed to be composed of atoms. According to a present accepted theory, atoms
have a nucleus which is a positive charge of electricity. Around this nucleus
revolve tiny charges of negative electricity known as “electrons.” Scientists have
estimated that these invisible bits of electricity weigh only 1/46 billion, billion,
billion, billionths of an ounce since they may travel at speeds of thousands of miles
per second.

Electron movement may be accelerated by the addition of energy. Heat is one
form of energy which can be conveniently used to speed up the electron. For
example, if the temperature of a metal is gradually raised, the electrons gain wvel-
ocity. When the metal becomes hot enough to glow, some electrons may acquire
sufficient speed to break away from their nuclei. This action is utilized in the
radio tube to produce the necessary electron supply.

CATHODES

A cathode is an essential part of a radio tube since it supplies the electrons
necessary for tube operation, In general, heat is the form of energy applied to
the cathode to release the electrons. The method of heating the active material
of the cathode may be used to distinpuish between the different forms of cathodes.
For example, a directly-heated cathode, or filament-cathode, is a wire heated by
the passage of an electric current. An indirectly-heated cathode, or heater-cathode,
consists of a filament, or heater, enclosed in a metal sleeve. The sleeve carries the
active material on its outside surface and is heated by radiation and conduction
from the heater.

A filament-, or directly-heated cathode, may be further classified by identifying
the filament or electron emitting material. The materials in regular use are, tung-
sten, thoriated-tungsten, and metals which have been coated with alkaline earth
oxides, Tungsten filaments are made from pure metal. Since they must operate
at high temperatures (a dazzling white) to emit sufhicient electrons, a relatively
large amount of flament power is required. Thoriated-tungsten flaments are
drawn from tungsten slugs which have been impregnated with thoria. Due to
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the thorium, these filiments liberate electrons at a more moderate temperature (a
bright vellow) and are, therefore, much more economical of filament power than
are pure tungsten filaments. Alkaline earths are usually applied by coating a
nickel alloy wire or ribbon with a mixture containing the materials. This coating,
which is dried into a substantial layer on the filament, requires only a very low
temperature (a dull red) to produce a copious supply of electrons, Coated fila-
ments operate very efficiently and require relatively little filament power. How-
ever, each of these cathode materials has special advantages which determine the
choice for a particular application. In general, tubes made with filament-cathodes
or heater-cathodes and designed for use in radio receivers, utilize the coated
construction.
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Filament-cathode types of tubes are particularly well suited for operation irom
a steady source of filament supply voltage such as a battery. Tubes for this ser-
vice can be designed with cathodes which give economical production of electrons
and, consequently, economical set operation. Tubes constructed primarily for
economical battery operation are not very satisfactory for use with alternating
current filament supply, due to the variation in electron emission and potential
in the space charge region which occurs with each alternation of the current. This
variation is amplified by the tube and produces hum in the loudspeaker. When
filament-cathode types of tubes are to be used on a-c filament supply, special pre-
cautions are taken in the design to reduce hum disturbances to a point where the
hum will not be troublesome. These precautions include such features as the
utilization of massive filaments which minimize temperature fluctuations, the use
of filaments which have sufficient excess electron emission so that a very large
temperature change is required to reduce the emission below the value needed for
normal tube operation, and the proportioning of tube parts to minimize the elec
trostatic and magnetic effects produced by ac. on the filament. The "26 1s an
example of a filament-cathode type of tube particularly useful for operation on a.c.

Heater-, or indirectly-heated cathodes, comprise an assembly of a thin metal
sleeve coated with active material and a heater contained within and separated
from the sleeve, The heater is made of tungsten wire and is used only for the
purpose of heating the sleeve and its coating to an electron-emitting temperature.
The tungsten wire is operated at a moderate temperature and supplies the energy
for heating the sleeve,

The heater-cathode construction is well adapted for use in radio tubes intended
for operation from a-c power lines. The use of separate parts for emitter and
heater functions, the electrical insulation of the heater from the emitter, and the
shielding effect of the sleeve may all be utihzed in the design of the tube to pre-
vent the a-¢ heater supply from causing hum. Representative types are the '24-A,
27, and '35. From the viewpoint of circuit design, the heater-cathode construction
offers advantages in connection flexibility due to the electrical separation of the
heater from the sleeve and active cathode surface. This feature, in conjunction
with the freedom from electrical disturbances which might be introduced through
the filament supply lines, has led also te the use of this construction in a series
of tubes (*36-'39) designed particularly for automobile or d-c line radio sets.
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DIODES

Electrons are of no value in a radio tube unless they can be
put to work. A radio tube is designed with the necessary parts
to utilize the electron flow. These parts consist of a cathode
and one or more supplementary electrodes. The simplest form
of radio tube contains two electrodes, a “cathode™ and a “plate™
and is often called a “diode,” the family name for two-electrode
tubes.

The electrodes are enclosed in a bulb with the necessary connections brought
out through air-tight seals. The air is removed from the bulb to allow free move-
ment for the electrons and to prevent injury to the emitting surfaces. When the
cathode is heated, electrons leave the cathode surface and form an invisible cloud
in the space around it. Any positive electric potential within the evacuated bulb
will offer a strong attraction to the electrons (unlike electric charges attract; like
charges repel). In a diode, the positive potential is applied to the second elec-
trode, known as the anode. The potential is supplied by a suitable electrical
source connected between the plate terminal and a cathode terminal. Under the
influence of the positive plate potential, electrons flow from the cathode to the
plate and return through the external plate battery circuit to the cathode, thus
completing the circuit. This flow of electrons is known as the plate current and
may be measured by a sensitive current meter.

If a negative potential is supplied to the plate, the free electrons in the space
surrounding the cathode will be forced back to the cathode, and no plate current
will flow. Thus, the tube permits electrons to

flow from the cathode to the plate but not from +V\
/-\ /-\ THAMSFORMER

the plate to the cathode. If an alternating RANSORNE

voltage is applied to the plate, the plate 1s EJ \/ \/ \/ VOLTAGE.

alternatingly made positive and negative. Plate
current flows only during the time when the "‘V\ /‘\ /'\ RECTIED VOLTAGE

plate is positive. This phenomenon makes the :
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PLATE MUz,

tube useful as a rectifier of alternating current,
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that 1is, to provide a current flow always in the
same direction. Rectifying action is utilized in
a-c receivers to convert a.c. to d.c. for supplying
“B,” “C” and screen voltages to the other tubes
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in the receiver circuit. Rectifier tubes may have AGE APTER
one plate and one cathode. The 81 is of this © aF P,
form and is called a half-wave rectifier, since B-C VOLTAGE
: ORIl ABLE FOR
current can flow only during onc-half of the HADS RECEWER.
alternating-current cycle. When two plates and FULL-WAVE RECTIFICATION

one or more cathodes are used in the same
tube, current may be obtained on both halves of the a-c cycle. The "80 is an

example of this type and is called a full-wave rectifier.

Not all of the electrons emitted by the cathode reach the plate. Some return
to the cathode while others remain in the space between the cathode and plate for
a brief period to form an effect known as space-charge. This charge has a repell-
ing action on other electrons which leave the cathode sutface, and impedes their
passage to the plate. The extent of this action and the amount of space-charge
is greatly dependent upon the cathode temperature and the plate potential. The
higher the plate potential, the less is the tendency for the space electrons remain-
ing to repel others. This effect may be noted by applying increasingly higher
plate voltages to a tube operating at a fixed cathode voltage. Under these con-
ditions, the maximum number of available electrons is fixed, but increasingly
higher plate voltages will succeed in attracting a greater proportion of the free
electrons.

Beyond a certain plate voltage, however, additional plate voltage has little effect
in increasing the plate current because all of the electrons emitted by the cathode
are being drawn to the plate. This maximum current is called saturation current,
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and because it is an indication of the total number of electrons emitted, it is also
known as the emission current, or, simply, emission. In

§1 'htumm -rn g most types of t1__1bes,, it is impossible to c:hta'_in_ this walue by
€l ] Pt measurement, since the current flow is sufhiciently large to
Sk ] | change the emitting conditions, or, to damage the tube.
ARV NER As a result, emission values in practice are determined at
AN i some lower voltage which will not harm the tube. Different
=2/ ¥ results will be obtained if a different cathode woltage or
2| 17 I 171 temperature is chosen, since the cathode temperature de-
PLATE VOLTAGE —+ termines the number of available electrons.

If space-charge eflects were not present, it follows that the same electron flow
could be produced at a lower plate voltage. One method of reducing the space-
charge effect is utilired in several types of rectifier tubes, represented by the mer-
cury-vapor rectifier 82. This tube contains a small amount of mercury which is
partially vaporized when the tube is operated. The mercury vapor consists of
tiny mercury atoms permeating the space inside the bulb. These atoms are bom-
barded by the electrons on their way to the plate. If the electrons are moving at
a sufficiently high speed, the collisions will tear off electrons from the mercury
atoms, When this happens, the mercury atom is said to be “ionized,” that is,
it has lost one or more electrons and, therelore, is charged positive. When ioniz-
ation due to bombardment of mercury atoms by electrons leaving the filament
occurs, the space-charge is neutralized by the positive mercury ions so that in-
creased numbers of electrons are made available. A mercury-vapor rectifier has a
small voltage drop between cathode and plate (about 13 wvolts). This drop is
practically independent of current requirements up to the limit of emission of
electrons from the filament but is dependent to some degree on bulb temperature.

TRIODES

When a third electrode, called the grid, is placed next to the cathode, the tube
is known as a “triode.” ‘This is the family name for three-electrode types. The
grid usually consists of a wire mesh or grating, the appearance of which suggests
its name. Its construction allows practically unobstructed flight of the electrons
from the cathode to the plate.

When the grid of a tube is made positive or negative

e
= with respect to the cathode, the plate current correspond-
— ingly increases or decreases, The grid is located much
= nearer the cathode than the plate so that a small voltage
T change on the grid will have the same effect on the plate
current as a larger voltape change on the plate. A grid
FILAMEMNT GHID PLATE

requires very little power, serving merely as a wvalve to
control the plate current.

A negatively charged grid tends to force the space electrons back toward the
filament, This action decreases the plate current. Plate current, in fact, may
be reduced to zero (cut-off) by making the negative grid charge suiﬁcmntly large.
On the other hand, when a positive charge is applied to the grid, the electrons
are accelerated and increased plate current results,

It should be noted that this control action of the grid permits the use of the
tube as an amplifier. A small grid vﬂltage change produces a much larger plate

current than would the same change in plate voltage. Typical three-electrode
tubes are the 20, '27, 56, and 45.

The control grid circuit (input circuit) includes any device or devices connected
between the control grid and cathode of a tube for the purpose of impressing an
input or signal voltage on the control grid. It may consist of an antenna coupling
coil, a transformer secondary, or any unit having one or all the factors of induc-
tance, resistance and capacity. Since it is usually desirable to maintain the grid
at some negative voltage (called grid bias) with respect to the cathode, the grid
circuit will, in such cases, also include a source of voltage supply for that purpose.
The grid bias supply (C-supply) may be a battery or other source of d-¢c voltage.
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The output circuit is considered to include the parts of the circuit connected be-
tween the plate and cathode.

The electrodes of a radio tube form an electrostatic system, each electrode act
ing as one plate of a small condenser. For a three-electrode tube the capacitances
are known as interelectrode capacitances and are those existing between the grid
and plate, the plate and cathode, and the grid and cathode. Of these, the capacity
between the grid and plate is generally of most importance. In high-gain radio-
frequency amplifier circuits, this capacity may act to produce undesired coupling
between the input and output circuits and, thereby, cause uncontrolled regeneration,

TETRODES

The eftect of grid-plate capacitance in causing excess regeneration may be mini-
mized or eliminated in a number of ways. One scheme requires the use of com-
plicated circuit arrangements which set up counteracting effects to counterbalance
thﬁ action of the grid-plate coupling. The second and preferable method is to
eliminate as much as possible the grid-to-plate capacitance in the tube itself. This
is accomplished by employing a fourth electrode in the tube which is known as
the screen. The screen is placed between the plate and the grid and thus makes

e gt
= —
—_ :::::
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FILAMEMT SCREERM PLATE
a four-electrode tube, or “tetrode.” With this type of tube intricate circuits and

balancing difficulties may be eliminated, Since the screen voltage largely deter
mines the electron flow, small changes of plate voltage have little effect on plate
current. This is desirable from the viewpoint of stability. The screen is con-
structed so that the flow of electrons is not materially obstructed, yet it serves to
establish an electrostatic shield between the plate and grid. The screen is operated
at some positive voltage lower than that of the plate and is by-passed to the
cathode through a condenser. This by-pass condenser effectively grounds the
screen for high-frequency currents and assists in reducing grid-plate capacitance to
a minimum value. In general practice the grid-plate capacitance is reduced from
an average of 8.0 micromicrofarads (upf.) for a triode to 0.01 upf, or less for a
screen grid tube. The reduction permits the attainment of stable amplification
from screen grid tubes many times as high as that possible from three electrode
tubes. Tubes of this type are represented by the '24-A, "32 and 3

PENTODES

In all radio tubes, electrons striking the plate may, if moving at sufhicient speed,
dislodge other electrons. In two and three electrode types, these vagrant elec
trons usually cause no trouble because no positive electrode other than the plate
itself is present to attract them so that they are eventually drawn back to the plate.
Emission from the plate caused by bombardment of the plate by electrons from
the cathode is called secondary emission, because the effect is secondary to the
original cathode electrons. In the case of screen grid tubes, the proximity of the
postive screen to the plate offers a strong attraction to these secondary electrons
and particularly so if the plate voltage swings lower than the screen voltage. This
effect lowers the plate current and limits the permissible plate swing for tetrodes.

The plate current limitation is removed when a fifth electrode, known as the
suppressor, is placed in the tube between the screen and plate. The family name
for fivecelectrode types is “pentode.”” The suppressor is usually connected to the

-
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cathode. Because of its nepative potential with respect to the plate, it retards
the flight of secondary electrons and diverts them back to the plate, where they can
cause no trouble,

e = —et2
¥ i

e e "
H § i
— § j:
__,—-':_ R e ‘_'_'_'_,_-
e S
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The suppressor is utilized at the present time in pentodes designed for two
different functions. In power output pentodes, the suppressor makes possible a
large power output with high gain, due to the fact that the plate swing can be
made very large. Tubes of this type are represented by the 33, "38 and '47.
In radio-frequency amplifier pentodes, the suppressor permits of obtaining a high
voltage amplification at moderate values of plate voltage. In fact, the plate voltage
may be as low as or lower than the screen voltage without serious loss in the gain
capabilities of this type. Representative of this type are the '34 and '39. Further
advantages in adaptability of tube design and application may be obtained by pro-
viding the suppressor with its own base terminal. With this arrangement, it is
possible to obtain special control features by variation of the voltage applied to
the suppressor. Typical tubes of this type are the 37 and 58.

Parts Aszsembly of the '24-A



Manufacture of RCA Radiotrons

Iinterior View of "24-A

manufacturing activities.

The age in which we live is vitally influenced by
the thermionic vacuum tube.
the rapid strides which have been made in radio
development would not have been possible. In a
few short vears, the radio tube has entered intu our
homes, offices, factories, and laboratories as an in-
tegral and essential part of modern living.

To meet the demands and exacting needs of this
vast field, unceasing development of tubes and con-
tinuous improvement of tube manufacturing equip-
ment has been required.
machinery has been developed to the stage where
it now enters into practically every phase of our
Such equipment 15 par-
ticularly well adapted for producing large quan-
tities of tubes uniform in characteristics.

Without this dewvice,

Automatic tube making

In attaining this uniformity, each component
part of the tube structure must be precise in dimensions and free from impurities.

Many of the parts are gauged to thousandths of an
inch. Somne parts require very much greater accuracy.
The constituent materials of these parts are used only
after they have passed exacting chemical tests. The
need for this care may be appreciated when it is
known that the active coating on some filaments
weighs as little as 21 ten-millionths of a pound.

The same care which is used in the selection of
individual parts is representative of the general manu-
facturing procedure for each of our types. Of these
types, the "24-A is an excellent example for explain-
ing the details of tube manufacture.

The initial step in the process consists in the
making of the flare, The flare is the interior glass
section through which passes the connecting wires
from the bulb interior to the base pins of the com-
pleted radio tube. Standard lengths of glass tubing
are fed into a machine which grips each one and
moves it through a series of gas flames of increasing
intensity. When the lower end assumes a bright yel-
low color (at thiz temperature the glass is about as

sSealing the Stem

soft as warm wax) a whirling cone rises to gently

A e ——— T

the most tarnizhed metal.
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Gauging Ttiates

shape the molten edge of the tubing into a flange
or flare. After the operation has been completed,
the machine transports the flanged tubing through
additional gas flames which play upon it at a point
to give the correct length for the finished flare. A
rotating glass cutter swings down into place under
the tubing, then rises within it to cut off the sec
tion at the heated portion.

Alter inspection, the flare is sent to the stem
machine. The flare is placed in the stem machine
where the wire supports and connections are in-
serted.  Correct spacing between wires is insured
by a metal form which holds them in the proper
position to be sealed into the glass.* Each wire

*It is interesting to know that before any metal enters into
the construction of a tube, it must be thoroughly cleaned.
This is accomplished by heating the metal at a high tem-
perature in an atmosphere of hydrogen. The process cleans
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consists of three sections welded together
s ] into a unit. The sections consist of nickel
e & and copper with a small length of special
i — metal called dumet fused between them at
f " a point where the molten glass is pressed
about the wire. When the wires have
been inserted within the flare, a length of
glass exhaust tubing is automatically low-
ered into the center of this assembly. The
flare arrangement is then carried pro-
eressively through flames which play upon
it and melt it at a point where the glass
is to be pressed together. Metal jaws
firmly squeeze the molten glass around
the wires, thus fusing the parts together
in an air-tight seal, or press. The assembly then moves into position under an
air jet which supplies compressed air to the exhaust tubing in order to blow a hole
through the hot soft glass below the pinch. It is through this opening that the bulb
is evacuated in a later operation. The entire part, known as the stem, is removed
from the machine and annealed to prevent glass strains. After inspection, the
annealed stem is sent to the stem-
forming machine, where the wires
are bent to the proper shape to take
the parts to be mounted thereon.

After a careful inspection has
been made, the stem iz ready for
the fitting of the additional parts,
such as the plate, cathode, grid
and screen. These parts are formed
with accuracy by automatic ma-
chinery which operates more rapidly
than the eve can follow. As these
parts are mounted, they are elec-
trically welded to insure permanent
constructionn,  First, the plate is
mounted and welded to its respec-
tive supports. The grid and screen
are next fastened in their positions. Bulb Sealing and Exhausting
The outer section of the screen con- '
sists of a nickel mesh cylinder, while the inner section is a helical coil of fine wire.
The sections are connected and held together at the top by a metal disc. The cathode
is then inserted and welded to the proper terminals. The cathode consists of a heater
wire enclosed in a metal sleeve from which it is electrically insulated. Great care is
exerted in applying the active material to main-
tain exactness of coated area and thickness.
After the sleeves have been sprayed, they are
baked and carefully inspected.

=
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Welding Mount Assembly

Following the grid-assembly operation, the
connecting wire which later is passed through
the top of the glass bulb to the familiar metal
cap, is welded to the control grid support.
The “getter” cup, which contains pellets of
magnesium, is then fastened to the grid support.

The unit, composed of a stem and attached
parts, is known as the mount. It is inspected,
tested for short circuits and translerred to the
sealing-in and exhaust machine. Here 1t 1s
placed on a rotating support, known as the
sealing head, and a glass bulb is lowered over

Electrical Inspection Tests

— 8
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it. Heat is applied both to the
junction of the flare and bulb.
The sealing head, constantly ro-
tating, moves the tube into in-
creasingly hotter zones where the
glass is softened by the fires.
The glass around the control
grid lead is sealed immediately
after the flare and bulb junc-
tion 1s made. The entire glass
bulb is annealed in the process,
after which the tube is trans-
ferred to the exhaust section
of the machine where it is con-
nected to the exhaust pumps. Proving Life and Quality

The atmosphere is drawn from

the bulb in successive operations. To insure a more complete exhaust, the prin-
cipal metal parts of the tube are heated by powerful high-frequency currents
induced by an external coil that automatically "drops around the bulb. The intense
heat, created in the metal by induction, frees the glass and metallic tube parts of
occluded gases which are immediately removed from the bulb by the exhaust
pumps. The getter is flashed or vaporized alter the exhaust is nearly completed.
The flashing is accomplished by means of induction from a movable high-fre-
quency coil which is dropped down around the outside of the glass bulb. The
current induced in the getter cup is great enough to provide the necessary heat to
vaporize the getter. The vapor absorbs residual detrimental gases to make a
better exhaust, and condenses in a silvery film on the inside of the glass bulb.
This condensation acts as a vacuum keeper during the useful life of the tube.
When the exhaust process has been completed, the tube is automatically sealed off,
disconnected from the vacuum pump and transferred by belt to the basing machine.

Here the connection wires of the tube are properly threaded into the five pins
of the base. The tube and base are passed through an oven, which hardens the
cement on the inside edge of the base, thus fastening the bulb firmly to the base.
Following the basing operation, projecting ends of the wires are cut off flush with
the ends of the pins and soldered. A small metal cap is secured to the top of the
bulb by means of cement and soldered to the grid lead.

The tube is once more examined for short and open circuits and then placed on
a “seasoning rack” where voltages are applied to the electrodes. The tube is
allowed to ““season” for a length of time sufficient for its characteristics to become
stabilized.

After the tube is seasoned, it is again tested for short and open circuits as well
as for plate current, cathode activity (emission), a-c output, gas and leakage.
On some types of tubes additional tests are made. Extremely accurate instruments
are used for these tests. The completed and inspected product is finally wrapped
in a corrugated holder and packed in its distinctive carton, ready for delivery to the
purchaser,

From beginning to end, this brief story of one type of tube is indicative of the
manufacturing skill, pains-taking care and precision processes employed in making
each different tube described in this MANUAL.




Radio Tube Characteristics

The term “CHARACTERISTICS” is used to identify the distinguishing electrical
features and values of a radio tube. These values may be shown in curve form
or they may be tabulated. When given in curve form, they are called characteristic
curves and may be used for the determination of tube performance and the cal
culation of additional tube factors.

Tube characteristics are obtained from electrical measurements of a tube in
various circuits under certain definite conditions of voltages. Characteristics may
be further described by denoting the conditions of measurements. For example,
Static Characteristics are the values obtained with diflerent d-c potentials applied to
the tube electrodes, while Dynamic Characteristics are the values obtained with an
a-c voltage applied to the control grid under various conditions of d-c potentials
on the electrodes. The dynamic characteristics, therefore, are indicative of the
performance capabilities of a tube under actual working conditions.

Plate characteristic curves and mutual characteristic curves both give informa-
tion on static characteristics,. These curves present the same information, but in
two different forms to increase its usefulness. The plate characteristic curve is
obtained by varying plate voltage and measuring plate current [or diflerent control
grid bias voltages, while the mutual characteristic curve is obtained by wvarying
control grid bias voltage and measuring plate current for different plate wvoltages.
A plate characteristic family of curves is illustrated by Fig. 2. Fig. 1 gives the
mutual characteristic family of curves for the same tube.
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Dynamic characteristics include amplification factor, plate resistance, and mutual
conductance, and may be shown in curve form for variations in tube operating
conditions.

The amplification factor, or u, is the ratio between a small plate voltage change
and the grid voltage change which produces an equal plate current wariation.
In other words, a voltage variation in the grid circuit has the same effect on plate
current change as a plate voltage change equal to the grid wvoltage times the
amplification factor. For example, if the grid veltage change is 5 wolts for a change
in plate current of one milliampere, and if a plate voltage change of 30 wvolts is also
required to produce a change in plate current of one milliampere, the amplification
factor is 30 divided by 35, i.e., 6.

The amplification factor (), is useful for calculating stage gain, as illustrated
on page 12,

The plate resistance of a radic tube is the resistance of the path between cathode
and plate to the flow of alternating current. It is the ratio of a small change in
plate voltage to the corresponding change in plate current and is expressed in
ohms, the unit of resistance. Thus, if a change of 0.001 ampere is produced by a
plate voltage wvariation of 20 volts, the plate resistance (rp) is 20 divided by 0.001,
i.e., 20000 ohms,

—



THE RCA RADIOTRON MANUAL

=)

The mutual conductance, or grid-plate transconductance, is a factor which com-
bines in one term the amplification factor and the plate resistance, and is the ratio
of the first to the second. Thus, if the amplification factor is 10 and the plate
resistance is 10000 ohms, the mutual conductance (gm) is 10 divided by 10000
equals 0.001 mho. A mho is the unit of conductance, the reciprocal of resistance,
and was named by spelling ohm backwards. For convenience, a millionth of a mho,
or a micromho, is used to express mutual conductance. 50, in the example, 0.001
mho times a million, equals 1000 micromhos.

Mutual conductance (gm) is strictly defined as the quotient of a small change
in plate current caused by a small change in grid voltage. This term is a very
useful one for comparing tube performance capabilities, especially when tubes of
similar characteristics are compared, but it has limited application for the com-
parison of tubes intended for different functions. For example, the 112-A has a
mutual conductance of 1700 micromhos at 180 volts on the plate and -13.5 volts
on the grid, while the "71-A has a mutual conductance of 1620 micromhos at 180
volts on the plate and —40.5 volts on the grid, As a power amplifier, however,
the "71-A is capable of furnishing three times as much undistorted power to a loud-
speaker as the 112-A. On the other hand, the 112-A is an excellent detector and
voltage amplifier, services for which the "71-A is unsuitable,
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Radio Tube Applications

The applications of a radio tube are numerous, but they can be grouped broadly
into three classes, according to operation. These are: Amplification; detection, which
is a special form of rectification; and oscillation. Although these operations may
take place at radio- or audio-frequencies and may involve the use of different cir-
cuits and different supplemental parts, the general considerations of these applica-
tions are basic and hold for all conditions.

AMPLIFICATION

As a voltage amplifier, a radio tube is used to reproduce voltage variations in
the plate circuit. These variations are essentially of the same form as the input
signal voltage impressed on the grid, but of increased amplitude. This is ac-
complished by operating the tube at a suitable grid bias so that the 'applmd grid
input voltage produces plate current variations proportional to the signal swings.
The use of tubes in this manner is broadly identified as Class A service. Since
the power controlled in the plate circuit is much larger than that required to swing
the grid potential, amplification of the signal is obtained. Fig. 3 gives a
graphical illustration of this method of amplification and shows, by means of the
arid voltage vs. plate current characteristic, the effect of an input signal (3) ap-
plied to the grid of a tube. (O) is the resulting amplified plate current variation.
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The plate current flowing through the plate load resistor (R) of Fig. 4
causes a voltage drop which varies directly with the plate current. The ratio of
this voltage variation produced in the load resistor to the grid input voltage is a
measure of the voltage amplification. or gain, of the tube stage. This ratio is not
the same as the amplification factor of the tube, but is determined by the combined
effects of plate resistance, load resistance or impedance, and the amplification
factor. The voltage amplification per stage due to the tube is expressed by the
following convenient {ormulae:

(Amplification factor) X (Plate load resistance)
Voltage Amplification = =
(Plate load resistance) -+ (Plate resistance)

{Mutual conductance in micromhos) 3 (Plate resistance} > (FPlate load resistance)

1000000 3 (Plate resistance -+ Plate load)

Load resistance and plate resistance values should be expressed in the same units,
either ohms or megohms,

These formulae apply equally well to all types of amplifier tubes. If the load
resistance is made increasingly large, the voltage amplification per stage approaches
the amplification factor of the tube as a limiting value. Fig. 5 shows that gain
increases with larger loads. Since the load resistor lowers the available plate
voltage due to plate current flowing through it, the plate voltage swing obtainable
is likewise reduced. This drop may be avoided by replacing the resistor with an
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inductance. An inductance can be designed to have a high impedance to the
signal and also to have a low resistance to direct current. The inductance, depend-
ing upon circuit requirements, may be an air-core coil, an iron-core choke, or a
transformer primary,
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Fig. b

The method of applying the input signal to the grid is important. It is possible
to use an input circuit of high impedance, since the grid input impedance of radio
tubes is very high as long as the grid bias is negative. If an input transformer is
used the secondary impedance is made as high as other design conditions permit.
In resistance-coupled circuits, the grid resistors usually range in value from 15 to 2
megohms, depending upon the type of tube and the circuit. Too high a resistance
may result in instability, while too low a value of grid resistance may result in Jow
gain. The most suitable value will usually be determined by experiment.

As a power amplifier, a radio tube is used in the output stage of radio receivers
to supply relatively large amounts of power to the loud speaker. For this applica-
tion, large power output is of much greater importance than high voltage amplifica-
tion, so that gain possibilities are sacrificed in the design of power tubes to obtain
power handling capability. Power tubes of the triode type are characterized by
comparatively high plate current, large grid bias, and low plate resistance. Power
tubes of the pentode type give large power output with good sensitivity.

Either push-pull or parallel operation of power tubes may be employed to obtain
increased output. The parallel connection (see Fig. 6) provides twice the
output of a single tube without an increase in grid signal voltage; while the
push-pull connection (see Fig. 7) will give twice the output at the same
grid bias, but requires twice the input signal. Output slightly greater than twice
the single tube value can be obtained from the push-pull connection by increasing
the bias. 'This is permissible since the push-pull connection balances out 2nd
harmonic distortion,—the usual limiting factor. In the latter case, the output
is limited almost entirely by 3rd harmonic distortion,
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The operation of power tubes so that the grids run positive is inadvisable except
under conditions, such as are discussed later in this section for Class B amplifiers.

Power amplifier output for triodes can be calculated without serious error from
the plate family of curves by assuming a pure resistance load. The proper plate
current, grid bias, and optimum load resistance, as well as the per cent 2nd har-
monic distortion, can also be determined. The calculations are made graphically
and are illustrated by Fig. 8 for given conditions. The procedure is as fol-
lows: A straight line XY is drawn on the plate family of curves intersecting the
plate voltage at a trial wvalue of plate current at a point (P) and having a slope
corresponding to the load resistance chosen. The slope of XY is determined by
adjusting the line so that the plate voltage intersection at zero plate current
divided by the plate current intersection at zero plate voltage is equal to the trial
load resistance wvalue; or, as is sometimes more convenient, by drawing line XY
through point (P) parallel to some other line AB which has the proper slope.

In calculating power output, it is assumed that the peak alternating grid voltage
is just sufhcient to swing the grid from the operating bias value to zero bias on
the positive swing and to a wvalue twice the fixed bias on the negative swing.
Identifying the maximum and minimum values of plate voltage and plate current
for the grid voltage swing as E max., E min,, I max., I min., the power output is
given by the formula;

(I mazx. -1 min.) X {E max. - E min.)

Power Qutput =
A

It E is in volts and 1 in milliamperes, power output is in milliwatts.

Per cent second harmonic distortion is given by the following formula in which
Ip = the trial value of d-c plate current.

B { I min.

e

2
Per cent 2nd Harmonic Distortion = —— 100
I max. - I min.

Example: Determine the undistorted
power output of a 3-electrode tube at
a plate voltage of 250 wvolts, a plate
current of 34 milliamperes, a negative
gerid wvoltage of 50 wolts and a plate
load of 3900 ohms; given the plate
characteristic curves as shown.

Procedure: Draw through point (P)
which represents proposed  operating
conditions, line XY with slope cor-
responding to 3900 ohm lead. This
may be done by drawing XY parallel
to line AB, The line AB s drawn
5 between point (M) at 250 wvolts and
gero current, and point (Q) at zero
_ volts and current equal to 2530 wvolts
i e i divided by plate load of 3900 ohme,
e, 250+ 3900 = 0.064 ampcre or

o 130 25 g 360 64 milllamperes,
PLATE VOLTS 3

Figr, &

FLATE MILLIAMPERES
"
t

Substituting values from ecurves in above power formula;

(66-7) X (360-130)
Power Qutput = — e — 1700 milliwatts
bt

Substituting values from curves in above distortion formula:

0.066 - 0.007
i —0.034
2

#» 100 = 4.27%

2nd Harmonic Distortion = —
0.066 - 0.007

=
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It is customary to make the final selection of load resistance such that the
distortion as calculated above does not exceed 5 per cent, a value which experience
has shown to be permissible. Several approximations of load resistance may be
necessary to obtain the optimum value for the trial value of plate current. Ordi-
narily, the plate load resistance for optimum conditions is approximately equal to
twice the plate resistance,

To check the trial plate current, calculations should be made for d-c plate cur
rents above and below the trial value. The most suitable value with its correspond-
ing grid bias can then be selected, unless the value is higher than that recommended
for the tube. In this event the maximum permissible value is chosen.

A super-control amplifier tube is a modified construction of the screen grid type
and is designed to reduce cross-talk and cross-modulation in radie-frequency stages.
Cross-talk and cross-modulation are the effects produced in a radio receiver by an
interfering station “‘riding through™ on the carrier of the station to which the
receiver is tuned. This effect is caused by the radio-frequency amplifiers acting
partially as detectors where very powerful signals are received or where the grid

bias has been increased to reduce volume,

(rEid Cathode The offending tube is usually the first radio-
frequency amplifier, although other stages
may contribute to the trouble, particularly if
the set selectivity is poor. The character-
istics of super-control types are such as to
enable the tube to handle both large and
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Outer e Mlale  small input signals with minimum distortion
Jcreen 9Ei===1 over a wide range. This feature is obtained
‘ E:;—_:T:;-:: by a special tube structure which makes pos-

" Iﬁ sible wariation in amplification factor with a

change in grid bias. A cross-section of the

SRICF structure of a typical super-control tube is

Screen shown in Fig. 9. This type differs from the

Fie. 9 usual screen grid tube chiefly in the construc-

tion of the control grid which is wound with
course spacing at the middle and close spacing at the ends. When weak signals
and low grid bias are applied to the tube, the effect of the non-uniform turn spacing
of the grid on cathode emission and tube characteristics
is essentially the same as for a uniform spacing. As the
grid bias is made more negative to handle larger input
signals, the electron flow from the sections of the cathode
enclosed by the ends of the grid is cut off. The plate
current and other tube characteristics are then dependent
on the electron flow through the coarse section of the
grid. ‘This action changes the tube characteristics so
that large signals may be handled with minimum distor-
tion due to cross-modulation and modulation effects. Fig.
10 shows typical grid voltage vs. plate current curves for
a screen-grid and a super-control tube, respectively. It
will be noted that while the curves are alike at small grid = NEGATIVE GRID vOLTS
bias voltages, the plate current of the super-control tube Fig. 10
drops quite slowly with large values of bias voltage. This '
slow change makes it possible for the tube to handle large signals satisfactorily,
Since super-control types can handle a large signal range, they are particularly suit-
able for use in sets having automatic volume control.

Class B power amplifiers for audio applications are a new development of much
interest where large power output is required. In Class B service the tube is oper-
ated so that the plate current is practically zero with no grid excitation. When a
signal of sufficient magnitude is applied to the grid, there will be no plate current
flow over a substantial part of the negative half-cycle. In other words, plate current
flows only during the least negative excursions of the signal voltage, A considerable
amount of second and higher even-ordered harmonic distortion is thus introduced

FLATE MILLIAMPERES
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into the power output of a single tube. However, with two tubes in a balanced
push-pull circuit, the even harmonics are eliminated from the power output. In

such a circuit, therefore, two tubes may be employed as Class B amplifiers to supply
virtually undistorted output.

In Class B service, it is possible to drive the grids of the two amplifier tubes posi-
tive by a certain amount and still obtain reasonably undistorted output, provided
that suflicient input power is available to supply the grid current required by the
positively charged grids, This power is conveniently supplied by the usual power
amplifier feeding the grids of the output tubes through a push-pull transformer hav-
ing the proper characteristice. Usually this transformer has a step-down ratio.

By designing Class B amplifier tubes with a sufficiently high amplification factor,
it is possible to operate them with zero grid bias, and so dispense with biasing
resistors whose effect would be to produce considerable loss in sensitivity because
of degeneration. Since provision for grid bias is unnecessary with such tubes,
the entire voltage of the rectifier is available for plate supply.

Distinguishing features of this class of service are that very high output of good
quality may be obtained with fairly small tubes operating at relatively low plate
voltage; and that unusual overall economy of power consumption is possible because
the plate current is very low when no signal is applied to the grid. To give these
advantages, the Class B amplifier circuit requires the use of two tubes in a balanced
coutput stage preceded by a driver stage capable of delivering considerable un-
distorted power; and the use of a power supply capable of maintaining good
voltage regulation regardless of the variation of average plate current with signal
intensity. [t should be noted that the distortion present in the power output of
Class B amplifiers is usually negligible but is always somewhat higher for the or-
dinary range of signals than that obtained with usual methods of audio amplification
employing much larger tubes capable of the same maximum power output.

Class B amplifiers, however, have the distinct advantage of providing, with rela-

tively small tubes, a reserve of power-delivering ability to meet requirements for an
extended volume range.

DETECTION

Detection is the separation of speech or music from the incoming radio wave,
This wave consists of a radio-frequency carrier which has been modulated at the
transmitter by sounds (audio frequencies), The eflect of modulation is to vary the
amplitude of the carrier wave in proportion to the audio input variations. Since
the carrier wave is alternating, it may be considered to consist of two halves, each
of which is affected equally by the audio modulation. The audio compenent in
one-half of the carrier wave is continuously offset by the audio component in the
other half of the wave at a rate equal to the carrier frequency, a frequency much
too high to affect any audio system. If, how-
ever, one-half of the carrier wave can be elim-
inated, the audio variations in the other half of
the carrier may be utilized to operate a pair of
headphones or a loudspeaker (Fig. 11).

The elimination of the neutralizing effect of
one-half of the carrier wave is the function of
the detector, It rectifies the carrier and extracts
from the rectified output, the audio component i
or signal. The high-frequency radio component ———
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is usually by-passed from the plate circuit of the | ;ﬁf |
detector tube by means of a small condenser, i i
while the audio component is fed to the audio ) Ny = [ R-FOINPUT

amplifier stage. _
: L . Fig, 11
Two different methods of detection with radio

tubes are commonly employed. These are known as the grid bias method and the
grid leak and condenser method.
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The grid bias method makes use of a tube which is operated with a grid bias such
that the plate current with no signal is practically zero. When a signal is applied
to the grid, rectification of the carrier occurs, since only the positive half is ampli-
fied. Fig. 12 illustrates this circuit.

The grid leak and condenser method is somewhat more sensitive than the grid
bias method and gives its best results on small signals, This method uses a grid
leak and condenser in the grid circuit (as shown in Fig. 13), The grid leak estab-
lishes the grid bias to obtain rectification while the condenser offers a low resistance
path to the grid for the radio-frequency input. In this circuit a high wvalue of grid
resistor gives greatest sensitivity, but improved tone and stability are obtained with
lower values.
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0 I
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TRAMEFQRMER B-
Fig. 12 Irig. 13

Automatic volume control of receiver volume is obtained by utilizing the detect-
ing or rectilying action of a tube to supply grid bias voltage for the radio-frequency
amplifier stages. In this application, an increase in audio signal produces an in-
creased rectified current, which is utilized to increase the grid bias on the radio-
frequency tubes so that the volume is reduced to normal. This function may be
combined with audio detection in one combination of tube elements, although
greater flexibility in circuit design can be obtained by using two or more sets of
tube elements, each operating under the optimum circuit conditions for its purpose.

OSCILLATION
As an oscillator, a radio tube can be employed to generate a continuously alter-
nating voltage. In present-day radio broadcast receivers, this application is llmlFEd
practically to its use in superheterodyne receivers for supplying the heterodyning
frequency. Several circuits (represented in Fig. 14) may be utilized, but they all
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depend on feeding more energy from the plate or output circuit to the grid or
input circuit than is required to equal the power loss in the tube. Feed-back may
be produced by electrostatic or electromagnetic coupling between the input and
output circuits, When sufficient feed-back occurs to more than equal the tube
losses, the tube will oscillate, The action consists of regular surges of power
between the plate and the grid circuit at a frequency dependent on the circuit
constants of inductance and capacity. By properly choosing these wvalues, the fre-
quency may be adjusted over very wide limits.
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Installation

The installation of radio tubes requires care if high quality performance is to
be obtained from the associated radio circuits. Installation suggestions and pre-
cautions which are generally common to all types of tubes are covered in this
section. Careful observance of these suggestions will do much in helping the
experimenter and radio technician to obtain the full performance capabilities of
radio tubes and circuits. Additional and pertinent information is given under
each tube type on pages 22 to 83.

FILAMENT AND HEATER POWER SUPPLY

The wvoltape supply for the filament or heater of radic tubes may be a battery
(or other direct current source), or the alternating current power line, depending
on the type of tube. Frequently, a regulating resistor is used with the d-c supply
to adjust the tube voltage at the filament terminals of the socket to the correct
value and to compensate for battery voltage variations. Ordinarily, a step-down
transformer is uwsed with a-c supply to provide the proper voltage at the filament
terminals. The primary of this transformer may be tapped to permit of adjust-
ment for line voltage variation.

The design of radio tubes allows for a small vanation in voltage supplied to the
filament or heater, but most satisfactory results are obtained from operation at the
rated walue. When the woltage is low, the temperature of the cathode is below
normal, with the result that electron emission is limited. This may cause reduced
life and unsatisfactory operation. On the other hand, high filament voltage causes
evaporation of cathode material and shortened tube life. The filament wvoltage
should be checked at the socket terminals by means of an accurate voltmeter while
the tube i1s in operation,

For voltage adjustment with d-c supply, a variable or a fixed resistor is used in
series with the flament (or heater) and the power source. In the case of dry
battery supply, it is also recommended that an accurate voltmeter or milliameter
be permanently installed in the receiver to insure operation of the tubes at their
rated filament voltage. Turning the set on and off by means of the rheostat is
advised to prevent over-voltage conditions after an off-period. The voltage of
dry-cells recuperates during ofl periods. In the case of storage battery supply,
air-cell battery supply, or d-c power supply, a fixed resistor is permissible. If an
adjustable resistor is used, no [further adjustment is necessary after the initial
setting by meter test.

The size of the resistance required for any particular condition can be determined
easily by a simple formula (Ohm's law).

supply volts — Rated volts of tube tvpe

Required Resistance (ohms) =
Total rated flament current of tubes

Thus, 1t 1t 1s required to operate from dry batteries a receiver using three *32's,
two "30°s, and two '317s, the series resistor is equal to 3 wvolts (the wvoltage [rom
two dry cells 1n series) minus 2 wolts (voltage rating for these tubes) divided by
(.56 ampere (the sum of 5 X 0.060 ampere + 2 X 0.130 ampere), i.e., approxi-
mately 1.8 ohms. Since this resistor should be wvariable to allow adjustment for
battery depreciation, it is advisable to obtain the next larger commercial size, al-
though any walue between 2 and 3 ohms will be quite satisfactory. Where much
power is dissipated in the resistor, the wattage rating should be sufliciently large to
prevent overheating, The power dissipation in watts is equal to the voltage drop
in the resistor multiplied by the total filament current in amperes. Thus, for the
example above, 1 X 0.56 = 0.56 watts. In this case, the wvalue is so small that
any commercial rheostat having suitable resistance will be adequate.

Series operation of the heaters of the 36, '37, "38 and ’39 is permissible for
receivers which operate on direct current power lines, Under these conditions, the
resistor reguired in series with the tube heaters is equal to the line wvoltage minus
the sum of the tube voltages divided by the heater current (in amperes) ol a single
tube. Other types of tubes may be operated with filaments or heaters in series,
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but it is important that the filament or heater current for tubes so connected
be of the same rating.

A-c filament supply is ordinarily obtained from a step-down transformer. Pre-
cautions should be taken to see that the line voltage is the same as that for which
the primary of the transformer is designed. The line voltage may be determined
by measurement with an a-c voltmeter (0-150 volts) of good quality.

If the line voltage measures in excess of that for which the transtormer is
designed, a resistor should be placed in series with the primary to reduce the line
voltage to the rated value of the transformer primary. Unless this is done, the
excees input voltage will cause proportionally excessive voltage to be applied to the
tubes. Any radio tube may be damaged or made inoperative by excessive operating
voltages,

If the line voltage is consistently below that for which the primary of the
transformer is designed, it may be necessary to install a booster transformer between
the a-c outlet and the transformer primary. Before such a transformer is installed,
the a-c line fluctuations should be wvery carefully noted. Many radio sets are
equipped with a line voltage switch which permits adjustment of the power trans-
former primary to the line voltage. When this switch is properly adjusted, the
SEfiES’rEéﬁiStﬂt' or booster-transformer method of controlling line voltage is seldom
required.

PLATE VOLTAGE SUPPLY

The plate voltage for radio tubes ordinarily 1s obtained [rom batteries or from
a rectified a-c supply. The maximum plate voltage value for any tube type should
not be exceeded if most satisfactory performance is to be obtained. Plate voltage
should not be applied to a tube unless the corresponding recommended grid voltage
is also supplied to the grid.

GRID VOLTAGE SUPPLY

The recommended grid voltages for different operating conditions have been
carefully determined to give the most satisfactory performance. Grid voltage may
be obtained from a separate C-battery, a tap on the voltage divider of the high
voltage d-c supply, or from the voltage drop across a resistor in the cathode cir-
cuit. This last is called the “‘self-bias™ method, since the cathode current of each
tube is utilized to produce the bias voltage. In any case, the object of the con-
nection is to make the grid negative with respect to the cathode by the specified
voltage. With C-battery supply, the negative battery terminal is connected to the
grid return. The positive terminal is connected to the negative filament socket
terminal, or to the cathode terminal if the tube is of the heater-cathode type. If
the flament is supplied with alternating current, this connection is usually made
to the center-tap ol a low resistance (20-30 ohms) shunted across the flament
terminals, This method reduces hum disturbances caused by the a-c supply. If
bias voltages are obtained from the wvoltage divider of a high woltage d-c supply,
the grid return is tied into a more negative tap than the cathode.
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THE RCA RADIOTRON MANUAL

The self-biasing method is accomplished by utilizing the wvoltage drop produced
by the cathode current flowing through a resistor (Fig. 15) connected between
the cathode and the negative terminal of the B-supply. The cathode current is,
of course, equal to the plate current for a triode or to the sum of the plate and
screen current for a tetrode and a pentode. Since the wvoltage drop along the
resistance is increasingly negative with respect to the cathode, the required negative
grid bias voltage can be obtained by connecting the grid return to the negative
end of the resistance.

The size of the resistance for self-biasing a single tube can be determined from
the following formula:
Desired grid bias voltage ¢ 1000

Resistance {(ohms) =
Fated plate eurrent in millhamperes

Thus, the size of resistance required to produce 9 wvolts bias for a tube which
operates at 3 milliamperes plate current is 9 X 1000/3 = 300 ohms. If the
cathode current of more than one tube passes through the resister, the size of the
resistor will be determined by the total current. As indicated above for screen
grid tubes or pentodes, the cathode current is the sum of the screen and the plate
current,

Grid voltage variation for the r-f amplifier stages is a convenient and f[requently
used method for controlling receiver volume. The variable voltage supplied to the
grid is obtained either from a bleeder circuit by means of a potentiometer, or by
the self-bias method using a wariable resistor. In either case, it is important that
the control be arranged so that less than the minimum recommended grid bias
voltage cannot be applied to the grid, This requirement may be met by a stop
on the potentiometer or by a fixed resistance in series with the wvariable section.

See Fig. 16.
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SCREEN VOLTAGE SUPPLY

The positive voltage for the screen connection of a radio tube is usually ob-
tained from a tap on the B-supply. The screen voltage of screen grid types of the
four-electrode (or tetrode) construction, should be obtained by connecting the

oY,



THE RCA RADIOTRON MANUAL

screen either direct to the proper voltage tap or through a potentiometer connected
across the B-supply, but never through a series resistance to a high voltage supply.
This latter arrangement will not usually be satisfactory because of screen current
variations. Tubes of the pentode construction, however, may utilize the series
resistor arrangement, since this construction makes possible greater uniformity
of the screen current characteristic. See Fig. 17.

Screen voltage variation for the r-[ amplifier stages is sometimes used for volume
control of the receiver. Reduced screen voltage lowers the mutual conductance
of the tube and results in decreased gain per stage. The voltage variation is ob-
tained by means of a potentiometer shunted across the screen grid voltage supply.
See Fig. 18.

SHIELDING

Circuits employing tubes having high gain capabilities, particularly screen grid
types, require shielding by metal enclosures if stable operation and high gain per
stage is to be obtained. In multi-tube r-f amplifier circuits, it is necessary to shield
completely and effectively each stage and to include within the stage shield the
coupling device. Unless the coils and condensers of the various stages are shielded
from each other, the amplification possibilities of the tubes and their circuits cannot
be realized.

Since coupling between stages can occur not only from interaction of stage
coupling devices, but also from a common voltage supply circuit, it is advisable
to employ filters in all voltage supply leads entering the stage shields. A filter, in
order to be effective, should have a high impedance to the frequencies handled by
the stage. Radio-frequency filters require the use of high-grade by-pass condensers
for most satisfactory results, See Fig, 19 for various filter arrangements.

OUTPUT COUPLING DEVICES

An output coupling device is used in the plate circuit of a power output tube
to keep its comparatively high d-c plate current from the winding of an electro-
magnetic speaker driving unit, and to transfer power elliciently from the output
stage to a loudspeaker.

RESISTOR RESISTOR PLATE
P AAAP e —S  ——AAN o— i —®
INPUT LOUDSPEAKER
v = =i B+ |
2 b & AUTPUT TRANSFORMER
R S— S - —
a-F CHOKE R-F CHOKE 2-BMf, BY - PASS
x = PLATE COMNDEMSER
WL ] ® ]
— ——tt ] INPUT ‘rn-an He 14 %
& % . B+ CHOKE | nupsPEAKER
— S — B- | 9
- = - (>
C=BY-PASS COMDEMNSER CHOKE COIL METHSDR
IMig, 19 Fig. 20

Qutput coupling devices are of two types, (1) choke condenser and (2) trans-
former. The choke-condenser type consists of an iron-core choke ceil with an
inductance of not less than 12 henrys which is placed in series with the plate and
B-supply. The choke offers a wvery low resistance to the d-c plate current but
opposes the flow of the fluctuating signal voltage, A by-pass condenser of 2 to 4
wf, supplies a path to the speaker winding for the signal voltage. The transformer
type is constructed with two separate windings, a primary and a secondary wound
on an iron core. This construction permits of designing each winding to meet
the requirements of its position in the circuit. Typical arrangements of each type
of coupling device are shown in Fig. 20.
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RCA Radiotron
UX-201-A

DETECTOR, AMPLIFIER

The "01-A is a three-electrode storage battery tube for
use as a detecter and as an amplifier.

CHARACTERISTICS
FHAMENT VOLTAGE: (DY G vvivavaniosmnss 5.0 Wolts
PILAMENT CURREINTE i om i e s e 0w i v v 0.23 Ampere
PLarl NDEPRGE: o s sersiais 90 135 max. Volts
CHRITE NOLTABE ... sl it —4.5 —9 Volts
PIATE CURRENT & cvievnennrnreens 25 3.0 Milliamperes
PLaTe RESISTANCE v v e e, ce . 11000 10000 (Ohms
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR «.vavcavwna ‘ 2 8
MuTizaL: CONDUCTANCE  wuus o oomes T2 800 Micromhos
GRID-PLATE CAPACITANCE +....... ; 8. puf,
Grip-FiLamMeNT CAPACITANCE ...... Bl uf,
PLATE-FILAMENT CAPACITANCE ... .. 2.2 y.;ﬂtfi
Maximusm OvERALL LENGTH v i it vnrrrsensnnsrnas 41§«1q"
MAXIMUM DHAMETER v v v e nneeeneaennsas e e e 11395"
Buie (hee pave #2,. B B) wnmnmmams e 5-14
PR S M s s e s s ot g e g Medium 4-Pin

INSTALLATION

The base pins of the '01-A fit the standard four-contact socket. The socket
should be installed so that the tube will operate in a vertical position. Cushioning
of the socket in the detector stage may be desirable if microphonic disturbances
are encountered. For socket connections, see page 39, Iig. 1.

The filament in the '01-A is intended for operation [rom a 6-volt storage battery.
A fixed or variable resistor of suitable value is required to reduce the battery
voltage to 5.0 volts across the filament terminals at the socket, At this voltage, the
most satisfactory operating performance will be obtained.

APPLICATION

As a detector, the '01-A may be operated either with grid leak and condenser
or with grid bias, The recommended plate wvoltage for the former method 1is
45 volts, A grid leak of from 1 to 5 megohms used with a grid condenser of
0.00025 uf. is suitable, The grid circuit return should be connected to the positive
filament terminal. For grid bias detection, plate voltages up to the maximum wvalue
of 135 volts may be used with the corresponding negative grid bias voltage (13.5
volts approximately).

As an amplifier, the '01-A is applicable to the audio- or the radio-frequency
stages of a receiver, Plate voltages and the corresponding grid voltages for audio
amplifier service should be determined {rom the tabulated characteristics and the
curves in order to obtain optimum performance and freedom from distortion. The
higher plate woltages will be found advantageous under conditions where the
impressed signal is large or where maximum wvoltage output is desired.

When the "01-A is used as a radio-frequency amplifier, little is gained from the
use of plate voltages exceeding 90 volts. The "01-A is well adapted for use as an
interstage audio-frequency amplifier but a power output tube is recommended for
the final audio stage.

Volume control of the receiver may be accomplished by wvariation of either the
grid bias or the plate voltage applied to the radio-frequency stages.
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AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS
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RCA Radiotron
RCA-210

POWER AMPLIFIER, OSCILLATOR

The type '10 is a three-electrode high-vacuum tube
suitable for power amplifier use. As an audio-frequency
amplifier, it is capable of delivering large undistorted out-
put to the loudspeaker.

CHARACTERISTICS
FiLamMENT VoLTacge (A. C.or D. C). ...l ... 7.5 Vaolts
FILAMENT CURRENT vt et oo enns 1.25 Amperes
PLATE VOLTAGE . oo e iieenn s, 250 3150 425 max. Volts
LIRID WOLETAGE® . comiswmmiisiniesi —32 —31 -39 Volts
PLATE CUORRENT wwwiimamnie e 10 16 18 Milliamperes
HEATE BEBISTANGE w oy s s vies . 6000 5150 5000 Ohms
AMPLIFICATION PACTOR .......... . 8 8 8
MUTUAL CONDUCTANCE v v v enen, 1330 1550 1600 Micromhos
LoAD RESISTANCE . oo vnvneeeeenn, 13000 11000 10200 Ohms
UnpistorTED Power QuTtreuT ... ... 400 900 1600 Milliwatts
GRID-PLATE CAPACITANCE ......... 8 pf,
GRID-FILAMENT CAPACITANCE ...... 5 it
PLATE-FILAMENT CAPACITANGCE ..... 4 e f.
Maxrstun OverarE: LRNOTE s oo vl o i s 534"
MAZIMUM DIAMETER & i iitnnn s n e srsnorerenennssnenrss 2344"
BULB (See page 42, Fig. 10) ... v iriiriinnrnnns 217
5 R R R T Medium 4-Pin Bavonet

* Grid voltages arc given with respect to the mid-point of filament operated on a.c. If d.c. is

used, each stated value of grid vaoltage should be decreased by 3.75 wvolts and should be referred to the
negative end of the flament,

INSTALLATION

The base pins of the "10 fit the standard four-contact socket. The socket should
be installed so that the tube will operate in a wvertical position with the base down.
For socket connections, see page 39, Fig. 1.

The filament of the type "10 is usuvally operated from the a-c line through a
step-down transformer. Most satisfactory operating performance of the tube will
be obtained at the rated flament voltage.

With an a-c filament supply, the grid and the plate return should be brought
either to a mid-tapped resistor of 20 to 40 ohms across the filament winding, or
to a mid-tap on the filament winding itself. With a d-c filament supply, the grid
and the plate return should be made to the negative filament terminal.

Grid bias for the type '10 may be obtained from a C-supply or by means of the
voltage drop in a resistor connected in the negative plate return lead. The latter
method is known as the self-biasing method, since the plate current determines the
drop. It is not, however, generally applicable to battery-operated receivers.

APPLICATION

As an audio power amplifier this tube should be operated under conditions as
given under CHARACTERISTICS. To prevent overloading and distortion, the recom-
mended grid bias should always be used. Awverage plate characteristics (curves) are
given on the preceding page.
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RCA Radiotron
UX-112-A

DETECTOR, AMPLIFIER

The 112-A is an improved storage battery tube. It is
sensitive as a detector and excellent as a three-electrode
radio-frequency and audio-frequency amplifier.

CHARACTERISTICS
FILAMENT VoLTace (D, C) e, . 5.0 Volts
FIEAMENT NTREEIT o imione i b b s e i s 0.25 Ampere
PLATE VWOLTAGE airouwie s i s aeeiims 90 135 180 max. Volts
(FRID: NOLTACT pwussssimeesgs —4.5 -9 —13.5 WVolts
PIATE CURRENT .:oiivivevivvved 52 6.2 7.6 Milliamperes
Prate RESISTANCE 5iiciaiive o 5600 5300 5000 Ohms
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR ... . o..... 5.9 8.5 8.9
MuTuAL CONDUCTANCE v vvnnnn. 1500 1600 1700 Micromhaos
Loap RESISTANCE o+ v i v e, 5600 8700 10800 Ohms
UnpisTORTED PoweErR OUTBUT ..... 30 115 260 Milliwatts
GRID-PLATE CAPACITANCE +vvvvv sy 8.1 et
GRID-FILAMENT CAPACITANCE ...... 4.2 L.
PLATE-FILAMENT CAPACITANCE ..... 2:1 ut,
Muzmaiat OveRaLE LENGTH o veaiiisaidiavesi s 41146"
MAXIMUM DIAMETER &+ v vt vt et e et e et oe e nenanensnens 11344
BULe (See page 42, Fig. 8) vttt ieiieenns S5-14
BRRRE oo s w0 S e R 0 W B S AR Medium 4-Pin

INSTALLATION

The base pins of the 112-A fit the standard four-contact socket. The socket
should be installed so that the tube will operate in a wvertical position. Cushioning

of the socket in the detector stage may be desirable if microphonic disturbances
are encountered. For socket connections, see page 39, Fig. 1.

The coated filament employed in the 112-A may be operated conveniently from
a 6-volt storage battery. A fixed or variable resistor of suitable value is required
to reduce the battery voltage to 5.0 volts across the filament terminals at the socket.
At this voltage, the most satisfactory operating performance will be obtained.

APPLICATION

As a detector, the 112-A may be operated either with grid leak and condenser or
with grid bias. The recommended plate voltage for the former method is 45 volts.
A gnd leak of from 0.25 to 5 megohms used with a grid condenser of 0.00025
uf. is 5t]11'table. The grid circuit return should be connected to the positive filament
terminal.

For grid bias detection, plate wvoltages up to the maximum wvalue of 180 wvolts
may be used. The corresponding grid bias should be adjusted so that the plate
current, when no signal is being received, is about 0.2 milliampere. Usually, a
plate voltage of 135 wolts with a grid bias of approximately —15 volts will be
satisfactory.

As an amplifier, the 112-A is applicable to the audic- or the radio-frequency
stages of a receiver. Plate voltages and the corresponding grid wvoltages for audio
amplifier service should be determined from the tabulated characteristics and the
curves in order to obtain optimum performance and freedom f{rom distortion. The
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higher plate voltages will be found advantageous under conditions where the
impressed grid signal is large or where maximum power output is desired.

When the 112-A is used as a radio-frequency amplifier, little is gained from
plate voltages exceeding 90 wvolts. If the 112-A is substituted for the '01-A in
radio-frequency circuits, it may be necessary to readjust the neutralizing condensers
or to increase the value of the grid suppressor resistors to prevent oscillation.

Volume Control of the receiver may be accomplished by variation either of the
grid bias or the plate voltage applied to the radio-frequency stages.

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS
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RCA Radiotron
UX-120

POWER AMPLIFIER

The 20 is a three-electrode, high-vacuum, power ampli-
fier tube designed for operation from dry-cells. It is
intended for use in the last audio stage of dry-battery-
operated receivers using the "99 and/or "22.

CHARACTERISTICS
FILAMENT WOLTAGE (D C.Yuivovruininions 3.0-3.3 YVolts
FILAMENT CGURBENT oomawnsesare s s i wi 0.125-0.132 Ampere
PEATE VOETREE oo ssmasisdaus 90 135 max.  Volts
GFRID  VOLTAGE: s ime s s -16.5 =225 Volts
PLATE CGURBBNT wiiisiesiese s 3.0 6.5 Milliamperes
PLATE RESISTANCE .. it vt e e innnsn. 000 6300 Ohms
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR ............ 3.3 3.3
MuTUAL CONDUCTANCE . .uvvvesan 415 525 Micromhos
LOAD BBIETANCE ooviwwwwssmimmimms 2600 6500 Ohms
UwnpisTorRTED Power OuUuTPUT ..... 45 110 Milliwatts
GRID-PLATE CAPACITANCE ......... 4.1 nuf.
GRID-FILAMENT CAPACITANCE ...... 2.0 upf,
PLATE-FILAMENT CAPACITANCE ..... 2.3 upf.
MaxiMuM OveERaLL LENGTH ....... e e 415"
MAXTEENE IMAMEBTER. & vvon ponimmusm sme s s o s e i o 136"
BULE Cord pase 2. B8 T} covwrmmme s s ameny e vses T-8
BREE e e P D e e B R Small 4-Pin

INSTALLATION

The base pins of the '20 fit the standard four-contact socket. The socket should
be installed to operate the tube in a vertical position. For socket connections, see
page 39, Fig. 1.

The filament in this tube is designed for operation with three No. 6 dry-cells
connected in series. In multi-tube receivers the use of six or nine No. 6 dry-cells
connected in series-parallel to give 4.5 volts will decrease the current drain per
cell and give a more stable source of filament power, If storage battery operation
is preferred, a four-volt storage battery may be used. In any case, a filament
rheostat should be provided to maintain the voltage applied to the filament within
the stated range.

APPLICATION

For power amplifier service, the '20 will give greatest power output when oper-
ated at a plate voltage of 1335 volts and the corresponding grid bias of —22.5 wvolts.
At 90 volts on the plate and with a corresponding grid bias of —16.5 wolts, good
quality of reproduction may be obtained at a lower level of power output.

In receivers employing tubes of the 3.3 volt filament type, the use of the '20
in the output stage will be found desirable.
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RCA Radiotron
U229

SCREEN GRID RADIO-FREQUENCY
AMPLIFIER

The "22 is a screen grid tube designed particularly for
radio-frequency amplification in dry-battery-operated re-
ceivers employing 3.3 volt filament tubes.

CHARACTERISTICS
FILAMENT VoLtacge (D, C)..oii.oon. 3 i Volts
FIEAMEBNT CUBRENT s v e mssas 0.132 Ampere
PLATE VOLTAGE ..t ir it v s nsnnrans 135 135 max. Volts
GRID VOLTAGE & i ittt e enenns —1.5 -1.5 Volts
SCREEN. WOLTRGE . ums wnem e 45% 67,.5%% Volts
PLATE ‘CHBRENT wwemw s 1.5 3.3 Milliamperes
SOREEN GURRBHT ucivas ssdavesyiames Not over 4 of plate current
PEATE RESISTANEE i vy iyays 830000 GOOO00 Ohms
AMPLIFICATION Factor ............ 300 290
MuUTUAL CONDUCTANGE v v v v vna.s 350 480 Micromhos
ErrECTIVE GRID-PLATE CAPACITANCE., 0.025 maximum ppf.
INPUT CAPACITANCE .« .@v v vvnnenens 5.2 Lk,
QuTPUT CAPACITANCE . v v : 12 u,u,f_
OVERATL CLRRGER oo e i i 5 s s s i s 42540" to 514"
NEAZTRENRE TMARIETER oo s s o s e i s e et 113
BULE: {oee page 42, Figs YL b cios i e s wa st 5-14
R L L P T e " Small Metal
B AGE i e e e e e e e e e . Medium 4-Pin

¥ Maximum wvalue of grid resistor is 5.0 megchms,
#% Maximum value of grid resistor is 1.0 megohm.

INSTALLATION

The base pins of the '22 fit the standard four-contact socket. The socket should
be installed to hold the tube in a vertical position. Cushioning of the socket may

be desirable to avoid microphonic disturbances. For socket connections, see page
39, Figure 4.

For filament operation, refer to InsTaLLATION for type "20.

APPLICATION

As a radio-frequency amplifier in multi-stage circuits, it 1s necessary to shield
carefully each stage and to include within the stage shield all of the component
parts of that stage. Unless this is done, the amplification possibilities of the 22
cannot be realized,

As an audio-frequency amplifier, this tube may be operated with either the screen-
grid or space-charge-grid connection. In either case, the value of plate coupling
resistor should be of from 100000 to 250000 ohms. With the screen-grid ar-
rangement, a plate supply voltage of 135 to 180 volts applied through the coupling
resistor is recommended. Under these conditions, a screen wvoltage of 22.5 volts
and a negative grid voltage of 0.75 to 1.5 volts are suitable. For the space-charge-
erid connection, the inner grid is operated at 22.5 volts, while the outer grid be-
comes the control grid and is biased negatively by from 0 to 1.5 volts, depending
upon conditions of operation,



RCA Radiotron
UY-224-A

SCREEN GRID RADIO-FREQUENCY
AMPLIFIER

The "24-A is a screen grid amplifier tube containing
a 2.5 volt uni-potential heater-cathode which permits
operation from alternating current. This tube is recom-
mended for use primarily as a radio-frequency amplifier in carefully shielded
circuits especially designed for it. The "24-A may also be used as a screen
grid detector or audio amplifier,

U¥zeah-

CHARACTERISTICS
HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C.orD.C) ...ttt 25 Volts
HEATER CURRENT & viievtvtinnesinennanrnnensan 1.75 Amperes
PLATH: NODTEGE® o opmmeymmmmavens s 180 250 Volts
GGRID “VIOLTAGE' wasveviissmn s -3 -3 Volts
SCREEN NMOLTAGE uvewsw saimeim a0 90 max. Volts
PEATE CURRENT «weividivamanaas 4 4 Milliamperes
DEREEN. GURRENT &6 s a5 vs svarvs i : Not over 4 of plate current
PLATE RESISTANCE .ouvinvivensnns 400000 600000 Ohms
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR ............ 400 615
MutuaL CONDUCTANCE .......... 1 Q00 1025 Micromhos
EFFECTIVE GRID-PLATE CAPACITANCE. 0.01 maximum puufk,
INPUT CAPACITANCE .vevviveaiiaan 5.0 ppf.
OuTPUT CAPACITANCE ............ 10.0 pf,
EVERALE TEPRETH s s o s i sl e s i e ies . 425407 to 5l49"
MAXIMUM DIAMETER . v vion i v st onnreeosoonstssennnens 11345
BuLB (See page 42, Fig, 11) o iiiniinn e iiennnnnnnnns S-14
CAP v iviiivin e e e e e aae e e e Small Metal
BASR v oammidn R S R T msyrm— Medium 5-Pin
£ Maximum plate voltage = 275 volta.
INSTALLATION

The base pins of the "'24-A fit the standard five-contact socket. The socket may
be installed to operate the tube in any position. For socket connections, see page
39, Fig. 9.

The heater of the '24-A is intended for operation from a 2.5 volt winding of the
power transformer. The woltage applied to the heater terminals should be the
rated wvalue of 2.5 wolts under conditions of operating load and average line
voltape.

The cathode connection to the heater should be made (1) to the mowvable arm
of a potentiometer connected across the heater winding of the power transformer,
or (2) to a mid-tapped resistor across the heater winding, or (3) to the mid-point
of the heater winding itself. Recommended practice is to have no wvoltage dif-
ference between heater and cathode. If this practice is not followed, the heater
may be made negative by not more than 435 wvolts,

The positive screen voltage for the "24-A may be obtained from a fixed or variable
tap on a voltage divider across the high voltage supply, or across a portion of the
supply.

Complete shielding in all stages of the circuit is necessary if maximum gain per
stage is to he obtained.
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APPLICATION

As a radio-frequency amplifier, the "24-A should be operated at the voltages
given under CHARACTERISTICS. Plate voltage and screen voltage are not critical.
In general, properly designed radio-frequency transformers are preferable to intet-
stage coupling impedances, especially in cases where a high impedance B-supply
may cause oscillation below radio frequencies.

As a detector, the "24-A may be operated either with prid leak and condenser
or with grid bias (see page 16). For grid bias detection suitable operating con-
ditions are: plate supply voltage of 275 wvolts applied through a plate coupling
resistor of 250000 ohms, a positive screen voltage of 20 to 45 wvolts, and a negative
grid bias (approximately 5 wvolts) so adjusted that a plate current of 0.1 milliam-
pere is obtained with no a-c input signal. For grid leak and condenser detection,
suitable operating conditions are: plate supply voltage 275 wvolts applied through
a plate coupling resistor of 250000 ohms, a positive screen voltage of 20 to 45
volts, a grid leak of 2 to 5 megohms, and a grid condenser of 0.00025 pf.

As a screen grid audio-frequency amplifier in resistance coupled circuits, the
'24-A may be operated under the following conditions: plate supply voltage 250,
grid bias —1 wvolt, screen voltage 25 volts, plate current 0.5 milliampere (approxi-
mate), plate load resistor 0.1 to 0.25 megohm, and a grid resistor of 0.25 to 2.0
megohms,

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS
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RCA Radiotron
UX-226

AMPLIFIER

The '26 is an amplifier tube containing a filament de-
signed for operation on alternating current. It is useful
as a radiofrequency amplifier and as a transformer-
_ coupled audio-frequency amplifier. The "26 is not ordi-
narﬂ}r suitable for use as a detector or power output tube.

CHARACTERISTICS
BIEAMENT Vorrtigs €A, & 0F DLl cavm ewnmoes 1.5 Volts
FIEAMENT CIIRRENT v soeipios i s 4 o mmsi gss 1.05 Amperes
PLATE “VOLTAGE: o mse s e s s 90 135 180 max. Wolts
GRID VOLTAERE. svisstimes st ibis -7 10 —14.5 Volts
PLATE CUBRBNT civeisgveseivios : 2.9 5.5 6.2 Milliamperes
PLATE BRESISTANGE S0 v wisies . 8900 T600 7300 Ohms
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR ........... : 8.3 .3 8.3
MuTualL CONDUCTANCE . cevvnnens 035 1100 1150 Micromhos
GRID-PLATE CAPACITANCE . ........ 8.1 nuf.
GRID-FILAMENT CAPACITANCE ...... 3.5 nuf,
PraTe-FilILAMENT CAPACITANCE ..... 2.2 wpLt.
Mazxmaon OveRsLL, LENGTH sovvs eiviia oo e itos = : 4114 .7
MazIiMiIht EMAMEBTIER o i e ey il O e 3 e e lg*f’ "
Burp (See: page 42; Figs 8) i iidainnaeeinanii i ; 14
Base { " P -E'.’ ....... .E . } ............................. Medium 4-Pin

* Grid voltape measured from mid-point of a-c operated filament.

INSTALLATION

The base pins of the *26 fit the standard four-contact socket. The socket should
be installed so that the tube will operate in a wvertical position. For socket connec-
tions, see page 39, Fig. 1.

The coated filament of the *26 should be operated at the rated voltage of 1.5
volts from the a-c line through a step-down transformer. For certain applications,
it may be operated with a d-c filament power source.

When the filament is a.c operated, the plate and grid return lead should be
brought (1) to the movable arm of a 20 to 40 ochm potentiometer across the fila-
ment winding, or (2) to the mid-tap of the filament winding itself. When d.c.
is used to operate the flament, the grid and plate returns should be connected to
the negative filament terminal.

APPLICATION

As an audio-frequency amplifier, the "26 should be used with transformer coupling
in order to secure the greatest amplification per stage.

As a radio-frequency amplifier, the '26 may be operated at plate voltages as low
as 90 volts with pood results.

L



THE RCA RADIOTRON MANUAL
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AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS
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RCA Radiotron
uyY-227

DETECTOR, AMPLIFIER

The 27 is a three-electrode general purpose tube con-
taining a 2.5 volt heater-cathode of the equi-potential
type which permits operation from alternating current.

CHARACTERISTICS
HeaTER VorTack (A, C.or IO covvansnssvisis 2.5 Volts
HEATER CURBBRT o simms v i s, ; 1.75 Amperes
PLATE ‘VOLTAGRT . oovecowas Q0 135 180 250 YVaolts
GRID VOLTAGE .owvoissui —6H -9  —13.5 -21 Volts
PLATE CUBRRBNT ¢vviiiiis A 2.7 4.5 .1 e 355 Milliamperes
PLate RESISTANCE ........ 11000 9000 9000 9250 Ohms
AMPLIFICATION FacTor .. ... 9 9 Q9 9
Mutuar CoNDUCTANCE ... . 520 1000 1000 Q75 Micromhos
GRID-PLATE CAPACITANCE ......... 3.3 k.
GRID-CATHODE CAPACITANCE . ..... 3.5 ek,
PLaTE-CaTHODE CAPACITANCE .. ... 3.0 el
MaxiMUM OVERALL LENGTH . ovvr oo 4114 .7
MAXIMUM DIAMETER oottt e e e eie oo e 113467
BuLe (See page 42, Fig. 8) .. ovivrin e S5-14
B ASE i e Medium 5-Pin
* Maximum plate voltage = 275 volte,
INSTALLATION

The base pins of the 27 fit the standard five-contact socket. The socket may be
mounted to hold the tube in any position. For socket connections, see page 39,
Fig. 8.

The heater of the "27 is intended for operation from a 2.5 volt winding of the
power transformer. The voltage applied to the heater terminals should be the rated
value of 2.5 volts under conditions of operation and average line voltage.

The cathode connection to the heater should be made (1) to the movable arm
of a potentiometer connected across the heater winding of the power transformer,
or (2) to a mid-tapped resistor across the heater winding, or (3) to the mid-point
of the heater winding itself. Recommended practice is to have no potential dif-
ference between heater and cathode. If this practice is not followed, the heater
may be biased preferably negative, but allowably positive, with respect to the
cathode by not more than 435 volts.

APPLICATION
As an amplifier, the "27 is applicable to the audios or the radio-frequency stages
of a receiver. Recommended plate and grid voltages are shown under

CHARACTERISTICS.

As a detector, the 27 may be operated either with grid leak and condenser or
with grid bias. The recommended plate voltage for grid leak and condenser detec-
tions is 45 volts (see page 16). A grid leak of from 1 to 5 megohms used with
a grid condenser of 0.00025uf. is suitable. For grid bias detection, a plate voltage
of 250 volts or less may be used. The corresponding grid bias should be adjusted
so that the plate current when no signal is being received is approximately (0.2
milliampere. For the conditions of 250 volts on plate and transformer coupling,
the grid bias will be approximately —30 volts,

P 1) T



THE RCA RADIOTRON MANUAL

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS
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RCA Radiotron

RCA-230
DETECTOR, AMPLIFIER

The 30 is a detector and amplifier tube of the three-electrode
type. It has a coated filament which takes as little power as pos-
sible consistent with satisfactory operating performance. This fea-
ture makes the '30 particularly suitable in battery-operated radio
receivers employing the '32, "34, *31, and/or 33 where economy of
hlament current drain is important. :

CHARACTERISTICS
CIEANEIT. VOLTHEE (1 B cnomameesassonma e 2.0 Volts
PIEAMENT CURRENT v sesvmanm gy samaa - 0.060 Ampere
PLATE VOLTACE v e simmm e 90 135 180 max, Volts
PRI " VORTATE o sesmmn s gt | —4.5 -9 13,5 Vaolts
36 B o B 1553 & 25 3.0 3.1 Milliamperes
PLATE RESISTANGCE .............. 11000 10300 10300 Ohms
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR ... ........ ; 9.3 9.3 9.3
MuTUAL CONDUCTANCE .....ou.... 850 900 a00 Micromhos
GRID-PLATE CAPACITANCE ......... 6.0 ppf.
GRID-FILAMENT CAPACITANCE ... ... 5.7 mf.
PLaTe-FILAMENT CAPACITANCE ..... 2.1 ppf.
MAXIMUM OVERALL LENGTH .+t vvsroeee e 414"
MAXIMUM DIAMETER v v vn e ies s e eere e e ne e ; 196"
BOLE (SRR Page 42, B O surciuesmm s sy oy S s S-12
R L — small 4-Pin

INSTALLATION

The base pins of the "30 fit the standard four-contact socket. The socket should
be installed so that the tube will operate in a vertical position. Cushioning of the
socket in the detector stage may be desirable if microphonic disturbances are
encountered. For socket connections, see page 39, Fig. 1.

The coated filament of the "30 may be operated conveniently from dry-cells, from
a single lead storage-cell, or from an air-cell battery, For dry-cell operation, a fila-
ment rheostat may be used together with a permanently installed voltmeter to insure
the proper filament voltage. For operation from a 2-volt lead storage-cell, the *30
requires no filament resistor. Operation with an air-cell battery requires a fixed
resistor in the filament circuit. This resistor should have a value such that with a
new air-cell battery, the voltage applied across the filament terminals will not
initially exceed 2.13 volts. Series operation of the fillaments of these tubes is not
recommended.

APPLICATION

As a detector, the '30 may be operated either with grid leak and condenser or
with grid bias. The plate voltage for the former method should preferably not be
more than 45 volts. A grid leak of from 1 to 5 megohms used with a grid con-
denser of 0.00025 uf. is satisfactory. The grid return should be connected to the
positive filament socket terminal. For grid bias detection, plate voltages up to the
maximum value of 180 volts may be used. The corresponding grid bias should be
adjusted so that the plate current is about 0.2 milliampere when no signal is being
received.,

As an amplifier, the "30 is applicable to the audio- and the radio-{requency stages
of a receiver. Plate voltages and the corresponding grid voltages should be deter-
mined from the CHARACTERISTICS and the curves in order to obtain optimum per-
formance and freedom from distortion. ;

As an oscillator, this tube may be used at plate voltages not exceeding 45 volts,

L



THE RCA RADIOTRON MANUAL

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS
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RCA Radiotron
RCA-231
POWER AMPLIFIER

The "31 is a power amplifier tube of the three-electrode
type. It has a coated filament which takes as little power as
possible consistent with satisfactory operating performance.
This feature makes the 31 particularly suitable in battery-
operated radio receivers employing the *30, ’32, and/or '34
where economy of filament current drain is important.

CHARACTERISTICS
FiLaMENT VorTtace (D. C.) ... o 2.0 Volts
FiLaMENT CURRENT ........ A R S S S 0.130 Ampere
PLATE VOLTAGE . oo o ... .. R : 135 180 max. Volts
GRID VOLTAGE . ............. s s ~30 Volts
ELATE UURESYT e seawpng s mess 8.0 12.3 Milliamperes
PLATE BESISTANGE: oo vonis s 4100 3600 Ohms
AMPLIFICATION Factor ............ 3.8 3.8
MuTUAL CONDUCTANGE . .oun..... 025 1050 Micromhos
Loan RESISTANCE ..., 7000 5700 Ohims
UnpistorTED Power Qurrur ... .. 185 375 Milliwatts
GRID-PLATE CAPACITANCE ......... Ne7 .
GRID-FILAMENT CAPACITANCE ..... i 3.7 et
PLATE-FILAMENT CAPACITANCE .. ... 7 i f.
MAXIMUM OVERALL LENGTH ..ottt e e eee e 4147
MAXIMUM DIAMETER + v ottt et e et e et oo e e e e e 1995"
BULH $5ecipipge ¢ B B covomamms e s s i 5-12
BASE ovsossminiiie sis A e A T e e e S R A Small 4-Pin

INSTALLATION

The base pins of the "31 fit the standard four-contact socket., The socket should
be installed so that the tube will operate in a vertical position. Although the 31 iz
very free from microphonic disturbances, cushioning of its socket may be desirable,
For socket connections, see page 39, Fig. 1.

The coated filament of the "31 may be operated conveniently from dry-cells, from
a single lead storage-cell, or from an air-cell battery. For dry-cell operation, a fila-
ment rheostat may be used together with a permanently installed voltmeter to insure
the proper filament voltage. For operation from a 2-volt lead storage-cell, the *31
requires no filament resistor. Operation with an air-cell battery requires a fixed
resistor in the filament circuit. This resistor should have a value such that with a
new air-cell battery, the voltage applied across the filament terminals will not
initially exceed 2.15 wolts, Series operation of the filaments of these tubes is not
recommended.

APPLICATION

As a power amplifier, the '31 should be operated as shown under Crarac-
TERISTICS,

Grid voltage for the '31 may be obtained from a C-battery, or by use of the
voltage drop in a resistor connected in the negative plate return lead. The latter
method is known as the self-biasing method and is required where a grid resistor
(maximum wvalue 1 megohm) is used.

If more output is desired than can be obtained from a single *31, two *31's may
be operated either in parallel or push-pull connection. Average plate characteristics
(curves) are given on the preceding page.

i A



RCA Radiotron
RCAA3)

RADIO-FREQUENCY AMPLIFIER

The *32 is a screen grid tube recommended primarily for
*’ng!g;gﬂﬂ use as a radio-frequency amplifier. It contains a coated fila-

| ment which takes as little power as possible consistent with
satisfactory operating performance. This feature makes the
'32 particularly suitable in battery-operated radio receivers employing the
34, '31, and/or "33 where economy of filament current drain is important.

[——

CHARACTERISTICS
B ALrEirT VoLTaee LY Bl - cevvsscanse e s 2.0 Valts
FIEAMENT I RREIN T S v s v v el i 0.060 Ampere
Prare WVoOLTASE oL ied i iiaiaas 135 180 max. YVolts
SCREEN WOLTAGE .. .vierevennns PR 67.5 max. Volts
GRID VOLTAGE + v v v eenerenannsas —3 k YVolts
PLATE CQURBENT oo owevws s s i 7 1.7 Milliamperes
ScrREEN CURRENT (Maximum) ..... 0.4 0.4 Milliampere
PLATE RESISTANCE .......e. EE T 950000 1 200000 Ohms
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR .......... Gia 610 T80
MUTUAL CONDUCTANCE + v vuvuwnnns 640 650 Micromhos
EFFecTIVE GRID-PLATE (CAPACITANCE. 0.015 maximum wif,
IR DET EABABITENCE. o sy 6.0 pued.
DUTPUT DAPACITANGE: wasoswosms v 11.7 i,
CIVERATE LEMGEED (s o s i s o it s e e S & s 425465" to 5l5."
M D A T R o e T S e e N B S 130"
BuULB (See page 42, Fig. 11). ... ciiiiiinininnnianeannn S5-14
i i R B SR L A AR 1 %) o L B R Small Metal
PSR e e e Medium 4-Pin

INSTALLATION

The base pins of the '32 fit the standard four-contact socket. The socket should
be installed so that the tube will operate in a vertical position. Although the "32
is very free from microphonic disturbances, cushioning of its socket may be found
desirable. For socket connections, see page 39, Fig. 4.

The coated filament of the '32 may be operated conveniently from dry-cells,
from a single lead storage-cell, or from an air-cell battery. For dry-cell operation,
a filament rheostat should be used together with a permanently installed voltmeter
to insure the proper filament voltage. For operation from a 2-volt lead storage-cell,
the *32 requires no filament resistor. Operation with an air-cell battery requires a
fixed resistor in the filament circuit. This resistor should have a wvalue such that
with a new air-cell battery, the voltage applied across the filament terminals will
not initially exceed 2.15 volts. Series operation of the filaments of these tubes is
not recommended.

The positive screen voltage may be obtained from a tap on the plate battery or a
hleeder circuit across the supply battery in part or in full. Never attempt to
obtain the screen voltage for the '32 by connecting the screen through a series
resistor to a high voltage source, The results will not be satisfactory because of
voltage drop variation produced by the different screen currents of individual tubes.

Volume control may be very satisfactorily accomplished by variation of the screen
voltage between 0 and 67.3 volts. The variation must, however, be accomplished

(Continued on Page 43)
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Socket Connections for RCA Radiotrons

These socket connection diagrams are to be used in conjunction with either the
text, or the consolidated CHARACTERISTICS Crart. The correct socket connection
for each tube is identified by a figure number which is given under INSTALLATION

of each tube description and under Socket Connections of the CHARACTERISTICS
CHART,
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RCA RADIOTRON CHARACTERISTICS CHART
DETECTORS AND AMPLIFIERS

SOCKET |  DIMENSIONS SATING NEGATIVE pLATEl scReen| ac | MUTUAL ORMS | poweR
CONNEC- MAX. : PLATE| ~ GRID BIAS | CUB- | CUR- | PLATE gl By ";"'c':": ouT-
- TIONS OVERALL CATHOD : . voLTS  |SCREEN | pENT| RENT | RESIS- : : PUT
TYPE PURPOSE BASE z, TYPE FILAMENT (OF HEATER) | pLaTE SCAEEN PLY VOLTS lyrerd micur- | Tance TANCE | CATION |STATED ...,
KA MK, by 3 2
MAKUAL | 2 VOLTS| nc y- MICRO- | FACTOR |POWER
LEKOTH D1AM. s | am WOLTS | VOLTS AMP.| AMP. | OHMS WATTS
PAGE 33 YOLT: PERES| SUFFLY 0M FIL. | 0K FIL, MHOS auTRUT
UX -200-A | nETECTOR WEDIUM 4-7IH FIG. I 433" 133" FILAMENT | 5.0 | ¢.25 | D€ a5 | — 25 ':Er"‘; ?ﬁ;ﬁ:&ntf o 1.5 | — 30004 LG 20 o =—
= : x = A v e - G0 | 4.5 2.5 11000 725 BLls =
UX -z0J-A [ PEIECTOR % | meoiowepin | FiG 413 142 FILAMERT | 5.0 | 0.25 | DE | 135 — | 15 g,la — | — |38 | — 10000 £00 8.0 — | —
WD= |1 | perecron, » WD A-FIK re. iz | af” Iy . a0 4.3 2.5 15500 425 6.6
WX - 12 AMPLIFIER |, MEDIUM 4-PIN |  FIG. 1 six* | 1 FILANENT. | bk |3 AR e =] fa5 | 10.8 LN L5000 430 6.6 =5
; DETECTOR, = i . P P 7 90 4.5 | 5.2 5600 1500 E.5
UX -112-A | “Susiirien MEDIUM 4-FIH FIG. | 44k 14 FII-M-IEH?. 5.0 | ©.25 | DC | 180 — 135 g0 | —— — .2 o 5300 GO0 E.5 e o
T RADID FREQ, - T ¥ 135 1.5 45 1.5 850000 330 100
UX 222 | BlipliFies | MEDIUMARIN | PB4 | Sgy 1 FILAMERT | 3.3 | 0.132| PE | 135 | 67.5 | 335 | 1.5 | — | 67.5 | 3.3 * | s00000 480 200 -
i RADID FRED. | . - c ALar 15D 3.0 1.0 TH] 4.0 = ADDLOD 10404 £00)
UY -224-A | “yheLie MEDWM SEIK | FIB3 | Sgy 1H HEATER | 2.5 | 1.75 | "pg | 375 | 90 | 95p [ 3.0 | 30| 90 | 4.0 po0DOD | 1025 613 ) e
" EI&SE a v - | AT O . . 5 A i to Plate current to be sdjusted ta 0.1 oulliampers
UY «224-A mmgn MEDILM E-PIN FI. 2 Sobr 142 HEATER .5 | 1.75 | g § 275 an 2751 | gpprox.| approx 45 with no signal. B
! Ty B.0 T 5 OO0 435 8.3
Ux -226 AMFLIFIER MEDIUM d-FIN FlE. 1 abb” 14" FICAMENT | 1.5 | n.os | AR aED | — | 133 g.0 | 0.0 | — Sea | = 70D 1100 8.3 - S
2 . 180 | 13.5 | 145 f.2 7300 1150 8.3 o
I ) 6.0 6.0 2.1 11000 a0 9.0
" . . _ s | wnee | 135 9.0 o, 0 4.5 GO0 10040 9.0
Uy -227 AMPLIFIER | MEDIUM 5-PIN FIb. & 4 143 HEATER 2.5 | L % 123 | — | e | a3s | 1351 — | = SO0 1080 9.1
o B 250 | 21,0 | 21.0 5.2 9250 975 9.0
-  RIASED *¥ i = . 40 2 A Gar _ p.e § 3nD Plate current 1o be adjusted to 0.2 milliampers
Uy =227 NETECTLA KEDIUM 5-PIN FlG. & g " | 1k HEATER 2.5 175 | Tpe 3 273 — 505 approx. [approx.] with no signal.
=y R . i oi 3.5 2.5 I11|:u:n:| 30 4.3
RCA-2 2 MEDILM 3-FIN Fig. 1 k" I&" FILAMENT &0 0.06 nc 1an _— 133 n.o =— —_— 1.0 —_ nion Qoo 9,3
CA-230 ; AMPLIFIER i Is _ 180 13.5 X BN I 10300 GO0 4.3 B
S AADID FRED. | : 5 ol 1335 3.0 67.5 1.7 0.4 1| 950000 () 610
RCA-732 m,_,,_”,h.é' MEDIUM 3-FIN FIG. & gy ¥ 1+ FILAMENT | 2.0 | 0,06 [ DE | 180 | 67.5 | 49 g | 67,5 1.7 { max, [ [1200000 fi50 TR =55 e
., 1w 5 : f i Tlate cuceent to be adjusted o 0.2 malli:
ACA-232 oerbeon | Mewwmam | Ros |5yt | U FLMENT | 2.0 | 0.06 | D6 | 180 | 67.5 | 179K pppron |~ 67.5 L ity #;’;‘;lmt‘_ mizlliampers
e :nume = n _ 67 .55 ! 3.0 | 67.5 g; 1,1 Er':-unnng S{I;g 224
- 5 g MEDTUM 471K FIG. 4 e 1 FILAMERT 2.0 0,06 ot LED 675 13 min.  —— 7.3 . .0 BOODD G 360 - - —_—
CA - &R awpLIFLER _ = Le _ 180 || | 67.5 | 2.8 | 1.0 [100004 620 20 i
" ERCONTRIL _ g v . YT 180 | 1.5 | 1.5 715 5.6 | 2.5 | 350000 | 1100 383
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For other RCA Radiotrons of special interest to the radio amateur, refer to inside of back cover.



Maximum Ovwerall Dimensions of RCA Radiotrons

This chart of overall tube dimensions is to be used in conjunction with the text,
The correct bulb reference number for each tube is given under its CHARACTERISTICS.

Ihc preﬁl:.-_: letters of the bulb designation indicate the bulb shape; as 5 for '‘straight side,”” T
for *““tubular,” and ST for a combination of tubular and straight side or “"dome type.” he
s!.]fﬁx numbers of the bulb designations indicate the nominal maximum diameter of the bulb in
eiphths of inches, i.¢., the diameter of the S-12 i3 12 eighths, or 115",
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THE RCA RADIOTRON MANUAL

(Continued from Page 38)

by a potentiometer shunted across the screen voltage supply and not by a high-
resistance rheostat.

Complete shielding of all stages is recommended if maximum gain per stage is to
be obtained.

APPLICATION

As a radio-frequency amplifier, the '32 is operated as shown under CHARACTER-
isTIcs. Neither the plate voltage nor the screen voltage is critical. In general,
properly designed radio-frequency transformers are preferable to interstage coupling
impedances, especially in cases where a high impedance B-supply may cause oscil-
lation below radio frequencies,

As a detector, the "32 may be operated either with grid leak and condenser or
with grid bias. For grid bias detection, suitable operating conditions are: Plate
supply voltage, 135 wvolts applied through a plate coupling resistance of 100000
ohms or an equivalent impedance; positive screen voltage, 67.5 volts; and a nega-
tive grid bias (approximately 6 volts) so adjusted that a plate current of 0.2 milli-
ampere is obtained with no asc input signal. For grid leak and condenser detec-
tion, suitable operating conditions are: Plate supply voltage, 135 wvolts applied
through a plate coupling resistor of 250000 ohms; a positive screen voltage up to
45 wolts; a grid condenser of 0.00025 wuf.; and a grid leak of 1 to 5 megohms.

In designing circuits to use the 32 as a detector, it is desirable to work from
the detector stage directly into the power output stage.

As an audio-frequency amplifier in resistance coupled circuits, the "32 may be
operated under the following conditions: Plate supply voltage, 180 wvolts applied
through a plate coupling resistor of 100000 to 250000 ohms (or a 300 henry
choke shunted by a 0.25 megohm resistor); plate current, 0.25 milliampere (ap-
proximate); grid voltage, —1 volt; and a grid resistor, 0.25 to 2.0 megohms.

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS

TYPE ™ 32
Erp=2.0VOLTS DuC.
SCREEM WOLTS=6T.S
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RCA Radiotron
RCA-233

POWER AMPLIFIER PENTODE

The "33 is a power amplifier pentode for use in the output stage
of battery-operated receivers. The low filament current required
by the '33 makes this tube particularly applicable for use in com-
bination with the *30, *32, and/or '34 in radio sets where economy
of battery consumption is important.

The "33 is capable of producing greater power output than three-
electrode power amplifiers of the same plate current drain. Furthermore, this tube

has the design feature of greater amplification than is possible in a three-electrode
amplifier without serious sacrifice in power output,

The power-handling ability of the ‘33 is made possible by the addition of both a
suppressor and a screen between the grid and plate. The suppressor is placed
next to the plate and is connected inside the tube to the filament. This design

practically eliminates the secondary emission effects which limit the power output
from four-electrode screen grid tubes. See page 3.

CHARACTERISTICS
FiLaMenT Vortace (. C) ..... P e 2.0 Volts
FILAMENT CURRENT ........... N e N . 0.260 Ampere
PEATE-NOLRTAGR oyuuesmrsiansg, . e e . 135 max. Volts
SCREEN VOLTAGE . . vttt ettt oo i 135 max. volts
GRID WOLTAGE v vt te e ettt e e et eee e e —-13.5 Wolts
PLATRE GEIRERNT Lo s b i i 14.5 Milliamperes
SCREEN: UIURBENT -« i wa s i s e s i i, 3 Milliamperes
PLATE RESISTANCE ............. P el e 50000 Ohms
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR .ot e e - 70
MUTUAL CONDUCGTANGE .+ vt e e e veeeae s A 1450 Micromhaos
Loan RESISTANCE ot e e e et e eee s : 7000 Ohms
POWER OUTPUT .ottt e e e e e e 700 Milliwatts
ErrrcTive Grip-Prate CAPACITANCE 0.9 Lt
I T A A PRI AN O o o e 8.9 upf,
OuTPUT CAPACITANGE .. vvv v ... ) i e | i f,
MaxiMusM OVERALL LENGTILT « oot e e e ee e 4114 "
MaxiMuM DIAMETER ....... T 11347
Bure {Ses page 43, B B) wewvpssmines T L ; S-14
BABE covemes smntoms S Seasmmig R e D e Y : Medium 5-Pin

INSTALLATION

The base pins of the 33 fit the standard five-contact socket. The socket should
be installed so that the tube will operate in a vertical position. In some cases,
cushioning of the socket may be found desirable. For socket connections, see
page 39, Fig. 6.

For filament operation, refer to INsTALLATION for type "32.

APPLICATION

For the power amplifier stage of radio receivers, the 33 is recommended either
singly or in push-pull combination. More than one audio stage preceding the "33
is undesirable because of the possibility of microphonic disturbances resulting from
the high level of amplification.

R ¥ g



THE RCA RADIOTRON MANUAL

If a single "33 is operated self-biased, the self-biasing resistor should be approxi-
mately 770 ohms. This resistor should be shunted by a condenser of 4 to 20 pf.
to avoid degeneration effects at low audio frequencies. The use of two '313%s in
push-pull eliminates the necessity of by-passing the resistor. The sell-biasing
resistor required for the push-pull stage is approximately 385 ohms.

Any conventional type of input coupling may be used, provided that the resis-
tance added to the circuit by this device is not too high. Transformer or impe-
dance coupling devices are preferable. When the input circuit of the "33 is
resistance-coupled to the preceding stage, self-bias should be employed. The grid
resistor should not exceed a value of more than 1.0 megohm under self-bias condi-
tions; without self-bias, maximum value is 0.5 megohm.

An output transformer should be used to couple this tube to the winding of the
reproducing unit. The optimum load resistance for the output device 1s 7000
ohms. For best results, the impedance in the plate circuit of the '33 should be as
uniform as possible over the entire audio-frequency range.

AVERAGE FPLATE CHARACTERISTICS
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RCA Radiotron
RCA-234

SUPER-CONTROL R-F AMPLIFIER PENTODE

The 34 is a super-control pentode recommended for use pri-
marily as a radio-frequency amplifier and intermediate-frequency
amplifier in battery-operated receivers employing the 30, 31, 32,
and/or "33 where economy of filament current drain is important,

The 34 is very effective in reducing cross-modulation and modu-
: lation-distortion over the usual range of signal voltages without the
use of antenna potentiometers or auxiliary volume control switches. (See Super-
Control amplifier page 15.) This super-control characteristic makes the tube

uniquely adaptable to the r-f and i-f stages of receivers employing automatic volume
control.

The use of a suppressor is an important feature of the 34, In comparison with
the usual type of screen grid tube operated under similar conditions, the *34 has a
much higher plate resistance and a considerably increased range of voltage swing.
Furthermore, a high value of mutual conductance is maintained.

The suppressor is connected inside the tube to the filament. During operation
of the tube, the suppressor eliminates the secondary emission effects which limit
the voltage swing permissible in the usual screen grid tube at low plate voltage,
that is, at a plate voltage approximately equal to the screen wvoltage. The sup-
pressor in the 34, therefore, makes possible efficient operation of this tube at a
relatively low plate voltage. This may be greater than, equal to, or slightly less
than the recommended screen voltage,

CHARACTERISTICS
PrrasenT VoLsace (D. C) weciomvmaivan. .. . 2.0 Volts
FILAMENT CURRENT vuvuvnivnenenninnnn o 0.060 Ampere
PraTte VoLTacE ... .. e . BT7.5%% 135 180 max.  Volts
SCREEN Vortace (Max*) ........ 67.5 675 675 Volts
GRID VoLrTaGE, Variable (Minimum) ., -3 —3 Volts
PLATE CURRENT .o ovo oo .. : 2.7 0 2.8 Milliamperes
SCREEN CURRENT ... ..oov oo 11 1.0 1.0 Milliamperes
PLATE BESISTANGE & vasveoiss o 400000 600000 1000000 Ohms
AMPLIFICATION FacToR ............ 224 360 620
MuTtuar ConpucTance ... ... .. . 560 600 620 Micromhos
MuTtuaL CoNDUCTANCE, at —22.5 volis bias 15 15 15 Micromhos
EFFECTIVE GRID-PLATE CAPACITANGE 0.020 maximum ppf,
InPUT CAPACITANCE oo o\, .. .. e 6.4 ppd.
OuTPUT CAPACITANCE ..o oo oo .. 12.8 ppf.
CIVERALE LBMNETH e iesiin s i o vaeee. 42380" to Slge"
MAXIMUM DIAMETER .\ oottt e e e 11346"
BULB (See page 42, Fig. 11) oovrounnorneeeennn.. 5-14
Car ....... ... S ——— Small Metal
Base ....... . ... .. .. . T R T e S e S Medium 4-Pin

* Under conditions of maximum plate current.
** Recommended values for use in portable receivers.

INSTALLATION

The base pins of the *34 fit the standard four-contact socket. Although this tube
15 quite free from microphonic disturbances, cushioning of its socket may sometimes
be desirable. For socket connections, see page 39, Fig, 4.

For filament operation, refer to InstarLraTion for type '32.

i



THE RCA RADIOTRON MANUAL

The screen voltage may be obtained from a tap on the B-supply battery or from
a bleeder circuit across the battery, as a whole or in part. Due to the screen current
characteristics of the ’34, a resistor in series with the B-supply may be employed,
if desired, for obtaining the screen voltage, providing the maximum voltage between
ccreen and filament does not exceed 100 volts under conditions of reduced plate
current.

Stage shielding enclosing all the components of each stage is, in general, neccs
sary for multi-stage amplifier circuits.

APPLICATION

As an r-f or i-f amplifier, the "34 is applicable in receivers designed for it. Plate,
screen, and minimum grid voltages are given under CHARACTERISTICS for a num-
ber of operating conditions.

Volume control of the receiver is accomplished effectively by variation of the
negative voltage applied to the grid. In order to obtain adequate volume control,
an available grid bias voltage of approximately —22.5 volts will be required. The
exact value will depend upon the circuit design and operating conditions. This
voltage may be obtained from a potentiometer, a bleeder circuit, or a separate
source, depending on receiver requirements.

Owing to the fact that the super-control feature of the 34 requires a compara-
tively large grid bias change, the screen and plate voltage may vary considerably
for various volume settings depending on receiver design. It is recommended
therefore, that design features be incorporated in the receiver so that the screen
voltage will not exceed 67.5 volts under conditions of minimum grid bias and
maximum plate current. With a design arrangement of this kind, the screen
voltage at decreased values of plate current may reach a value higher than 67.5
volts but should not exceed 100 volts. It should be recognized that under the
condition of screen voltage abowe 67.3 volts at low plate current, an increase in
the grid bias voltage supply must be provided for adequate volume control.

As the first detector in superheterodyne circuits, the '34 may be utilized to ad-
vantage. In such service, the grid bias may or may not be made variable. With
variable bias in the first detector, the peak oscillator voltage should be preferably
about one volt less than the lowest operating grid bias. This practice will eliminate the
possibility of cross-modulation caused by the first detector drawing grid current.
Without variable bias on the first detector, the oscillator peak voltage should be
considerably less than the grid bias to prevent grid current on wvery strong signal
swings. It should be noted that by varying the grid bias on the first detector in
conjunction with that on the radio-frequency and/or the intermediate-[requency
stages, additional control of volume may be accomplished.

AVERAGE FPLATE CHARACTERISTICS
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RCA Radiotron
RCA-235

SUPER-CONTROL RADIO-FREQUENCY
AMPLIFIER

The '35 is a super-control screen grid amplifier tube containing
a 2.5 volt heater-cathode of the equi-potential type. It is recom-
mended as a radio-requency amplifier and an intermediate:fre-
quency amplifier in a-c receivers. The '35 is very effective in
reducing cross-modulation and modulation-distortion over the entire
range of received signals. Its design is such as to permit easy control of a large
range of signal voltages without the use of local-distance switches or antenna poten-
tiometers. This super-control {eature makes the tube adaptahle to circuits incorpo-
rating automatic volume control. See page 15 for Super-Control feature.

CHARACTERISTICS

HEeaTer Vortace (A. C. or D. e 2:5 Valts
Heater CURRENT ..oy 1.5 Amperes
PLATE VOLTAGE® ................ 180 250 Yolts
SERERN WO TAr T o S 75 90 max. Volts
Grip VoLTace, Variable (Minimum) . —-1.5 —~3 Volts
PLATE CURRENT .0\ uevn oo e 5.8 6.5 Milliamperes
SCREEN CuURRENT (Maximum) . ... %5 2.5 Milliamperes
PLATE RESISTANGCE ............. .. 350000 350000 Ohms
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR ............ 385 370
MurtuarL CoNDUCTANCE .. ... ... e 1100 1050 Micromhos

: el - [ At —40 volts bias 3 15 Micromhos
Mutuar Conpuctance 1 At =50 wvolts bias — 1 min. Micromho
ErFecTivE GRID-PLATE CAPACITANCE G010 maximum  pul,
INPUT CAPAGITANCE .. o0ovr v, .. 5 pf.
OUTPUT CAPACITANCE .. ... . .. e 10 . muf, J
ONVERREL. BUNETH . . iiiingven sis o s, 42045 to 516a"
MaxiMuM DIAMETER . ......ovvo oo 1184 6"
BuLs (See page 42, Fig. Il) ..... ... . .. .. ...~ S-14
LB et ol e e e e Small Metal
BRZR: g sy 0 e Medium 3-Pin

¥ Maximum plate voltage = 275 volts,

INSTALLATION

The base pins of the '35 fit the standard five-contact socket. The socket may be
mounted to hold the tube in any position. For socket connections, see page 39,
Fig. 9.

The heater of the '35 is intended for operation from a 2.5 volt winding of the
power transformer, The voltage applied to the heater terminals should be the
rated value of 2.5 volts under operating conditions and with average line voltage.

The cathode connection to the heater should be made (1} to the movable arm
of a potentiometer connected across the heater winding of the power transformer,
or (2) to a mid-tapped resistor across the heater winding, or (3) to the mid-point
of the heater winding itself,

The positive screen voltage for the 35 may be obtained from a fixed or variable
tap on a voltage divider across the supply voltage or a portion of the supply.

Complete shielding for all stages of the circuit is necessary if maximum gain and
the volume-control range capabilities of this tube are to be realized,

=



~ THE RCA RADIOTRON MANUAL

APPLICATION

As a radio-frequency and intermediate-frequency amplifier, the '35 should be
operated as shown under CHaracTERISTICS. In general, properly designed radio-
frequency transformers are preferable to interstage coupling impedances, especially
in cases where a high impedance B-supply may cause oscillation below radio fre-
quencies.

Volume control of receivers designed for the '35 may be accomplished by vari-
ation of the negative grid bias of this tube. In order to utilize the full volume-
control range of the "33, an available grid bias voltage of approximately 50 wvolts
will be required, depending upon the circuit design and operating conditions. This
voltage should preferably be obtained from a potentiometer or bleeder circuit.
If, however, the receiver is designed so that the required volume control can be
obtained without exceeding 43 wvolts, the cathode-resistor method of obtaining the
grid-bias control is permissible.

As a detector working directly into an audio-frequency amplifier, the "35 is not
ordinarily suited. However, this tube does have a very useful application as a first
detector in superheterodyne circuits. Suitable operating voltages for such service
are: Plate voltage, 250 volts; screen voltage, 90 volts; and grid bias, —7 volts with
a 6-volt peak swing from the oscillator. By varying the grid bias on the first de-
tector in conjunction with that on the radio-frequency and/or the intermediate-
frequency stages, additional control of volume may be accomplished.

As an audio-frequency amplifier, the '35 may be used in a single stage, resistance-
coupled circuit when it is followed by not more than one amplifier stage, Addi-
tional stages of amplification are not recommended because of the possibility of
noise and microphonic disturbances resulting from the high level of amplification.
Suitable operating voltages for such service are: Plate supply voltage, 180 to 250
volts, applied throupgh a load resistor of 100000 to 200000 chms; screen wvoltage
25 wolts; grid bias, —1 volt. In general, the higher value of load resistor will per-
mit increased amplification but will give poorer fidelity. The higher plate supply
voltages allow increased signal swing without distortion but are not required where
only small signals are to be amplified. In resistance-coupled circuits employing
the "35, the grid resistor should have a value not exceeding 1.0 megohm.

AVERAGE FLATE CHARACTERISTICS
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THE RCA RADIOTRON MANUAL

AVERAGE CHARACTERISTICS AVERAGE MUTUAL CHARACTERISTICS
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TYPICAL SUPERHETERODYNE RECEIVER FOR A-C OPERATION

H.F. | 5T DET. LE 2 MDLDET RFC FOWER QMPL'F!EH.
TYFE '35 TYPE 'T4-A TYFE 35 TYPE 27 ; TYPE 47

Eﬁé };Egg; : T s '
- |

T

i = L 5 -2
B+250% 2.5 AC = B- Bt 3500 Z5V. AC B+250%
C = R-F Br-Pass COMDENSER (O.0ugp) R3= RESISTOR (14 000 OHMS)
C|= O5C. GRID COMDENSER [0.00075ug) Ry= SELF-BIASING RESISTOR (1 500 OHMS)
Ca= R-F BY-PASS CONDEMSER (0.00025uf) Fig= SELF-BIASING RESISTOR (50 000 OHME)
Ca=R-F BY-PASS CONDENSER (0.5pgq) FE= SELF-BIASING RESISTOR {225 OHMS)
C4= CONDENSER (.03 up APPAON.) Ry= PARTIAL SELF-BIAS RESISTOR (150 OHMS)
R = VOLUME CONTROL POTENTIOMETER [ 8 Q00 OHMS) Fg=RESISTOR (|0000 OHMS APPROX,)
Rp = RESISTOR (6000 OHMS) Hg=AESISTOR (8000 OHMS)
Az= OSCILLATOR GRID LEAR {40000 OHMS) P =POTENTIOMETER (20 OHMS)

€5= A-F BY-PASS COMNDENSER (2=4 y§)

Optional power amplifier using "45's shown on page 61,
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RCA Radiotron
RCA-236

RADIO-FREQUENCY AMPLIFIER

The '36 is a screen grid radio-frequency amplifier and detector
for use in automobile receivers or sets operated from d-c power
lines. It contains a heater-cathode which is designed for d-c opera-
tion. Its design permits uniform tube operation over a compara-
tively wide range of heater voltages without appreciably affecting
B either the performance or servicea%:ilitjr of the tube, This feature,
together with that of general freedom from microphonic and battery circuit dis-
turbances, makes the "36 well suited to mobile service and other applications where
complete d-c operation is desirable.

CHARACTERISTICS
HEBATER VOLTAGE (D) o iviyvinvisivarin 6.3 Volts
HEATER -CURBRENT i s i s i s s 0.3 Ampere
PLATE VOLTAGE .. ......o0vren.. . O* 135 180 max. Volts
SCREEN VOLTAGE vt vuvveeronsnnns 33 67.5 90 max. Volts
GRID VOLTAGE . ...ttt vinrnnnnn -1.5 —~1.5 -3 Volts
PLATE CURRENT v iviiieirvaennsns 1.8 3 3.1 Milliamperes
SCREEN CURRENT ..........00n... Not over 13 of plate current
PLATE RESISTANCE ........... ..+ +250000 300000 350000 Ohms
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR ......00v0us. 215 315 370
MuTtuaL CONDUCTANGE .. ..ovun... 850 1050 1050 Micromhos
EFFECTIVE GRID-PLATE CAPACITANCE 0.01 maximum  ppf.
INPUT CAPACITANCE ..ovvvvvnnnne. 3.7 ppd.
OQuTPUT CAPACITANCE ......0..... 9.2 pud.
OVERALL LENGTH .ottt it e e e e e e e i 4990" to 41755"
MAXIMUM DIAMETER 4ot vttime sttt oesnse s enannnssnsens 198"
BULE (See page 42, Fig. O) 1 vvitininsnin e eieenennnes 3-12
. Small Metal
BESE oo o o S B e S S S Small 5-Pin

* Particularly applicable to receivers designed for operation from 110-volt d.c. power line,

INSTALLATION

The base pins of the 36 fit the standard five-contact socket which may be

mounted to hold the tubes in any position. For socket connections, see page 39,
Fig. 9,

The heater of the 36 is designed to operate satisfactorily from a 6-volt automo-
bile storage battery without a rheostat or fixed resistor, despite the voltage fluctua-
tions during the charge and discharge periods. These variations in the applied
heater voltage do not seriously affect the performance or serviceability of this tube,
The heater may be operated in series with the heaters of the 37, '38 or '39. This
feature is especially desirable in receivers designed to operate from d-c house mains.
Regardless of the number of heaters connected in series, the current in the heater
circuit should be adjusted to 0.3 ampere for the normal supply voltage.

The cathode circuit in most d-¢ receivers is usually tied in either directly or
through biasing resistors to the negative side of the heater circuit. The wvoltage
difference thus introduced between heater and cathode should be kept as much as
possible below the recommended maximum of 45 wvolts.

The positive screen voltage for the 36 may be obtained from a section of the
B-battery, or from a fixed or variable tap on a voltage divider connected across the

coe B s



THE RCA RADIOTRON MANUAL

supply voltage, or a portion of the supply. The impedance between the screen and
cathode should be kept as low as possible by means of suitable by-pass condensers.

Complete shielding of all stages of the circuit is necessary if maximum gain per
stage is to be obtained.

APPLICATION

As a radio-frequency amplifier, the *36 should be operated as shown under CraR-
ACTERISTICS. Neither the plate nor the screen voltage is critical. In general,
properly designed radio-frequency transformers are preferable to interstage coupling
impedances, especially in cases where a high impedance B-supply may cause oscilla-
tion below radio frequencies.

As a detector, the '36 may be operated either with grid leak and condenser or
with grid bias. For grid bias detection, suitable operating conditions are: Plate
supply voltage, 135 volts applied through a plate coupling resistor of 250000
ohms; positive screen voltage, 67.5 volts; and negative grid bias, 6 volts (approx.),
so adjusted that a plate current of 0.1 milliampere is obtained with no a-c input
signal, When grid leak and condenser detection is employed, a plate voltage of 45
volts applied through a plate coupling resistor of 250000 chms together with a
positive screen voltage up to 45 volts will be satisfactory. A grid leak of 2 to 5
megohms and a grid condenser of 0.00025 uf. will be suitable.

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS
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TYPE 38

Ep=8.3 VOLTS =q
—Eﬂ:HEEM VOLTS = B0 B

l

1

PLATE WILLIAMPERES
™
T

i
Q.\ it

a 20 44 8o B o0 = 4 ] i1+ F-14] 200 220 240 260
FLATE vOLTS

T



B e L e

EEtl LN

RCA Radiotron
RCA-237

DETECTOR, AMPLIFIER

The 37 is a three-electrode general purpose tube for use in
automobile receivers and in sets operated from d-c power lines, It
contains a heater-cathode which is designed for d-c operation. This
feature together with that of general freedom from microphonic
and battery circuit disturbances makes the 37 well suited to mobile
service and other applications where complete d-c operation is

desirable,
CHARACTERISTICS
HEATER VoLTAGE (D. C) ..o, 6.3 Volts
HEATER CURRENT .. .oiniininivne s eannn s 0.3 Ampere
PLATE VOLTAGE ... vvrier e innnnnn 20 135 180 max. Volts
GRID NOLTAGE avpassnienissasbg -8 —9  —13.5 Volts
Prate CURRENT ...... S mE o 2.5 4.1 4.3 Milliamperes
PLATE RESISTANCE ...... R e 11500 10000 10000 Ohms
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR ......00o.... 9.2 9.2 Q
MutuaL CONDUCTANCE ... .n... 800 625 Q00 Micromhos
GRID-PLATE CAPACITANGE ...... e 2.0 ppf.
GRID-CATHODE CAPACITANCE ....... 3.5 ppf.
PLATE-CATHODE CAPACITANCE ..... 2.2 ppf.
MAXIMUM OVERALL LENGTH ..0vvueivvnnninrnnsenranans 414"
MaxiMuM DIAMETER . ..ovvennnn. T p————— 19"
BuLp (See page 42, Fig. 6) ....... T 3412
BASE: . .o R e S T T R TR R e Small 5-Pin
INSTALLATION

The base pins of the '37 fit the standard five-contact socket. The socket may be

Emuntad to hold the tube in any position. For socket connections, see page 39,
ig. 8,

The heater of the "37 is designed to operate satisfactorily from a 6-volt automo-
bile storage battery without a rheostat or fixed resistor despite the voltage fluctua-
tions during the charge and discharge periods. These variations in the applied
heater voltage do not seriously affect the performance or serviceability of this tube.
The heater may be operated in series with the heaters of the 36, 38 or '39. This
feature is especially desirable in receivers designed to operate from d-c house mains.
Regardless of the number of heaters connected in series, the current in the heater
circuit should be adjusted to 0.3 ampere for the normal supply voltage.

The cathode circuit in most d-c receivers is usually tied in either directlf,' or
through biasing resistors to the negative side of the heater circuit. The wvoltage
difference thus introduced between heater and cathode should be kept as much as
possible below the recommended maximum of 45 wvolts.

APPLICATION

As a detector, the "37 may be operated with either prid leak and condenser or
with grid bias, The recommended plate voltage for the grid leak and condenser
method is 45 volts, A grid leak of fg:::m 1.0 to 5.0 megohms used with a grid con-
denser of 0.00025 uf. is suitable,

For grid bias detection a plate voltage of 135 volts together with a negative grid
bias of approximately 15.5 volts may be used. The plate current should be ad-
Justed to 0.2 milliampere with no a-¢c input signal. The grid bias voltage may con-
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THE RCA RADIOTRON MANUAL

veniently be obtained from the voltage drop in a resistor between the cathode and
ground, The value of this self-biasing resistance is not critical, 75000 to 100000
ohms being suitable. The higher value will allow the use of a larger input signal.

As an amplifier, the 37 is applicable to the audio- or the radio-frequency stages
of a receiver. Plate voltages and the corresponding grid voltages for amplifier ser-
vice should be determined from CHARACTERISTICS and curves to obtain optimum
performance and freedom from distortion.

As an oscillator, the recommended conditions are: Plate voltage, 45 volts (ap-
proximately); and grid bias, zero volts. It may be found desirable to use slightly
lower values of plate woltage, depending upon the circuit design.

AVERAGE FLATE CHARACTERISTICS
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RCA Radiotron
RCA-238

POWER AMPLIFIER PENTODE

The 38 is a power amplifier pentode for use in the output stage
of automobile receivers and in sets operated from d-c power lines.
It is capable of giving a large power output for a relatively small
input signal voltage. The '38 contains a heater-cathode which is
designed for d-c operation. Its design permits uniform tube opera-
tion over a comparatively wide range of heater voltages without
appreciably affecting either performance or serviceability of the tube. This fea-
ture, together with that of the general freedom from microphonic and battery cir-
cuit disturbances makes the *38 well suited to mobile service and other applications
where complete d-c operation is desirable.

CHARACTERISTICS
Hesrer Morraar (I, (L) ..o cieasivansd T 6.3 Volts
HEeEATER CURRENT v v v v eeeennnns e 0.3 Ampere
PLATE VOLTAGE +. v v vi i eiinnnnnsns 100 135 max. Volts
SEREEN VOLTAGRE: o ovanmesnmiseis y 100 135 max.  Volts
(FRID - NOLTAGEY e SN ; —9 —13.5 Volts
PLATE: CUBRREBNT o iia i e 7 9 Milliamperes
SCREEN CURRENT + v vnvvnnnsnnsns 2 2.5 Milliamperes
PLAaTE REsisTANCE (Approx.) ..... 84000 102000 Ohms
AMPLIFICATION FacTor (Approx.).. 80 100
MurvAl CoMNbICTANGE « i s snies 950 975 Micromhos
LoAD, RERSTANCE oo vavamsina s 2500 13500 Ohms
o ER e T i R L PR 200 525 Milliwatts
ErrrcTIVE GRID-PLATE CAPACITANCE. 0.3 uuf,
INPUT CAPACITANCE v vvenvsennnns 4.1 et
QUTPUT CAPACITANCE .« v vvnunnsnsa 8.5 muf,
OVERALL: LENGENE oo e s, s e s ce. 495" to 41740"
Mt " DIEAMETER s ot O e e i o w v T ey vt o 1%6"
BuLe: (oee page:42, Figo D) wueoain e pi s e svnies S5-12
T 2 Small Metal
73 Small 5-Pin

*If the 38 is self-biased, the biasing resistor should be by-passed by a large condenser. 'W_Jit]:u
self-bias, the resistance of the grid circuit coupling should not exceed 1.0 megohm; without self-bias,
the grid resistance should not exceed 0.5 megohm.

INSTALLATION

The base pins of the "38 fit the standard five-contact socket. The socket may be
installed to hold the tube in any position. For socket connections, see page 39,
Fig. 9.

For heater operation, refer to INsTALLATION for type "37.

The cathode circuit in most d-c receivers is usually tied in either directly or
through biasing resistors to the negative side of the heater circuit. The potential
difference thus introduced between heater and cathode should be kept as much as
possible below the recommended maximum of 43 volts,

APPLICATION

For the power amplifier stage of radio receivers, the '38 is recommended either
singly or in push-pull combination. More than one audic stage preceding the 38
15 undesirable because of the possibility of microphonic disturbances resulting from
the high level of amplification.
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THE RCA RADIOTRON MANUAL

If a single "38 is operated self-biased, the self-biasing resistor for 135 volts on the
plate should be approximately 1200 ohms. This resistor should be shunted by 2
condenser of 4 to 20 uf. to avoid degeneration effects at low audio frequencies. The
use of two '38's in push-pull eliminates the necessity of by-passing the resistor.
The self-biasing resistor required for the push-pull stage is approximately 600 ohms.

Any conventional type of input coupling may be used provided that the resis-
tance added to the grid circuit by this device is not too high. Transformer or
impedance coupling devices are preferable where the "38 follows a "37 detector.
If a screen grid detector is used, however, resistance coupling or a combination of
impedance-resistance coupling to the "38 will be better. A coupling condenser of
0.005 pf., will be suitable in such circuits,

An output transformer should be used to supply power to the winding of the
reproducing unit. The optimum value of load resistance for the output dewvice i
13500 ohms for a plate voltage of 135 volts and 8500 ohms for a plate voltage of
100 wolts. For best results, the impedance in the plate circuit of the "38 owver the
entire audio-frequency range should be as uniform as possible.

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS
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RCA Radiotron
RCA-239

SUPER-CONTROL R-F AMPLIFIER PENTODE

The '39 is a super-control pentode recommended for use pri-
marily as a radio-frequency amplifier, intermediate-frequency ampli-
fier and superheterodyne first detector in automobile receivers and
in sets operated from d-¢ power lines. It has a heater-cathode
which is designed for d-c operation. This feature together with
that of general freedom from microphonic and battery circuit dis-
turbances makes the "39 well suited to mobile service and other applications where
complete d-c operation is desirable. The 39 is very effective in reducing cross-
modulation and modulation-distortion over the usual range of signal vﬂitagcs without
the use of antenna potentiometers or auxiliary volume control switches. (See
Super-Control feature, page 15). This super-control characteristic makes the tube
uniquely adaptable to r-f and i-f stages of receivers employing automatic volume
control,

The use of a suppressor is an important feature of the "39 because it permits
variation in tube structure so as to obtain a high plate resistance without impairing
other desired characteristics. In comparison with the usual type of screen grid
tube operated under similar conditions, the '39 has a much higher plate resistance
and a considerably increased range of voltage swing. Furthermore, a high wvalue
of mutual conductance is maintained.

The suppressor is connected inside the tube to the cathode. During operation
of the tube, the suppressor eliminates the secondary emission effects which limit the
voltage swing permissible in the usual screen grid tube at low plate voltage, that is,
at a plate voltage approximately equal to the screen voltage, The suppressor in the
"19, therefore, makes possible the efficient operation of this tube at a relatively low
plate voltage. This may be greater than, equal to, or slightly less than the recom-
mended screen voltage.

CHARACTERISTICS

HeaTer VoOLTAGE (D, C.) oo vtiin i naiieinannn 6.3 Volts
AT PR R IR REE. o e el e 50 o 0 S K O A 0.3 Ampere
PLETE NOLTREE oo s s e rns Q0% 135 180 max. Volts
SCREEN VoLTace (Maximum) ..... 90 90 90 Volts
Grip Vortace (Minimum) ........ -3 =3 -3 Volts
PLATE CURRENT .+t vvvnvnnnnsnnas 4.4 4.4 4.5 Milliamperes
SCREEN CURRENT ..o ivvunonervan 1.3 1.2 1.2 Milliamperes
PLATE RESISTANCE cvveweans. e 375000 540000 T50000 Ohms
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR .......... - 360 530 750
MuTtuaL CONDUCTANCE ....... s 960 980 1000 %icrom?nas

at —30 volts bias 10 10 10 Micromhos
bUTUAL CONDUCTANCE { at —40 volts bias Very small but not zero
ErrFecTivE GRID-PLaTeE CAPACITANCE 0.007 maximum ppf.
INPUT CAPACITANCE v vvvvnnneeens 4.0 uut.
KMITRUT CAPACITANGE ovsmeiis i 10.0 e,
CWERALT LENGTIH st s s v Ceenes 490" to 417647
Nt DIAMEBETER o e e s s R e R 195"
BULB (See page 42, Fig. 9) ... .vvevnnonn... S-12
Car ........ e h e e e e e e e e e e e Small Metal
O e e Small 5-Pin

* Recommended walues for use in receivers designed for 110 volt d-¢ line operation.
INSTALLATION
The base pins of the "39 fit the standard five-contact socket. The socket may be
P o
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installed to hold the tube in any position. For socket connections, see page 39,
Fig. 9.

The heater of the '39 is designed to operate satisfactorily from a 6-volt automo-
bile storage battery without a rheostat or a fixed resistor, despite the voltage fluctua-
tions during the charge and discharge periods. These variations in heater voltage
do not seriously affect the performance or serviceability of this tube. The heater
may be operated in series with the heaters of the 36, '37, or '38. This feature is
especially desirable in receivers designed to operate from d-¢ house mains. Regard-
less of the number of heaters connected in series, the current inn the heater cirguit
should be adjusted to 0.3 ampere for the normal supply voeltage.

The cathode circuit in most d-c receivers is usually tied in either directly or
through biasing resistors to the negative side of the heater circuit. The voltage
difference thus introduced between heater and cathode should be kept as much as
possible below the recommended maximum of 45 volts.

The positive screen voltage for the "39 may be obtained from a section of the
B-battery, from a fixed or variable tap on a voltage divider across the supply volt-
age, or irom a portion of the supply. Care should be taken to keep the impedance
hetween the screen and cathode as low as possible.

When the *39 is self-biased, a resistor in series with the high voltage supply may
be used for obtaining the screen voltage., This is possible because of the stable
cereen current characteristic of the '39 pentode. The resistor method of securing
the screen voltage is limited to circuits where the screen voltage supply does not
exceed 180 volts as a maximum. The value of this resistance should be such that
under the conditions of minimum grid bias and maximum plate current the screen
voltage will not exceed 90 volts. A resistance of approximately 80000 ohms will be

suitable.

Complete shielding of all stages 1s necessary if maximum gain per stage is to be
obtained.

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTE RISTICS

T L] ! !
TYPE'39 f
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SCREEN VWOLTS =20 _ .
' TOR[TH yaeTsrEot™
—
o ' =
o — 1
.-"'-'--_-
— >
i |
'._—] / __.--r"".--. Y
s T F .
4 floger =
- ;/ = . 7
= ﬁ—__—_ﬁr—— -F
0 -
E f - =7
-
. | =10
= =15
— 1 i 1 . | [~
L 10 200 200 400 500
PLATE WVOLTS
APPLICATION

As a radio-frequency and intermediate-frequency amplifier, the '39 should he
operated as shown under CHARACTERISTICS. In general, properly designed radio-
[requency transformers are preferable to interstage coupling impedances, espe
cially in cases where 2 high impedance Brsupply may cause oscillation below radio
frequencies.

Volume control of receivers designed for the 39 may be accomplished by varia-
tion of the negative grid bias of this tube. In order to obtain adequate volume
cantrol, an available grid bias voltage of approximately 45 volts will be required.
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The exact value will depend upon the circuit design and operating conditions. This
voltape may be obtained from a potentiometer, a bleeder circuit, a variable resistor
in the cathode circuit, or from a separate source. In any event, the heater to
cathode bias for the '39 should not exceed 45 volts.

As a detector working directly into an audio-frequency amplifier, the 39 is not
ordinarily suited. However, it does have a wvery useful application as the first
detector in superheterodyne circuits and may be utilized to advantage in that posi-
tion. Suitable operating voltages for such service are: Plate voltage, 90 to 180
volts; screen voltage, 90 volts; grid voltage, =7 volts (approx.). With variable bias
on the first detector, the peak oscillator voltage should be preferably about one volt
less than the minimum grid bias (approximately 7 volts). This practice will elimi-
nate the possibiiity of cross‘modulation caused by the first detector drawing grid
current. Without variable bias on the first detector, the oscillator peak voltage
should be considerably less than the grid bias to prevent grid current on very
strong signal voltage swings.

AVERACE CHARACTERISTICS AVERAGE CHARACTERISTICS
| | | | TYPE " 249 |
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RCA Radiotron
UX-2435

POWER AMPLIFIER

The '45 is a power amplifier tube for supplying large undis-
torted output to a loudspeaker. It is for use as an audio-
frequency output tube in a-c receivers using 2.5-volt heater
and filament type tubes.

CHARACTERISTICS
FiaMeNT VoOLTAGE (A. C.or D G} ..ieinne. 2.5 Volts
FILAMENT CUBRRENT - .:cvsvrenonsansannnonsssses 155 Amperes
PraTh NWOLTAGE aausivaswsdneenis 180 250 275 max. Volts
GRID b oy e AR S ~34.5 —5 1) —5 Volts
Prate CHIBRENT < i demniiiss sl 27 34 36 Milliamperes
PIATE RESISTANCE «vvevusronenanss 1900 1750 1670 Ohms
AL Py rPIoATION BACTDR v smsivimm e 3.5 3.5 3.5
MuTual CONDUCTANGCE wsivvssvnns 1850 2000 2100 Micromhes
LoAD: RERISTANEE o eiiais s caaisisies 1500 3900 4600 Ohms
UwnpistorTED Power OQUTPUT ...... 780 1600 2000 Milliwatts
CRID-PLATE CAPACITANGE 4 .veeens 8 upd.
Grip-FILAMENT CAPACITANGE . ..... 5 upf.
PrATE-FILAMENT CAPACITANCE . ... 3 k.
MaximMust OVERALL LENGTH «os-btsosesarainiaiande: 558"
MARIMUN DIAMETER 5 s se v biiasasminie mens s 088 g8 s i wn 236
BuLs {See page 42, Pigy 10) ooiciisavensivammnnras iy 5-17
R e e Medium 4-Pin

* Referred to mid-point of a-c operated hlament. a.1f-bizs is advisable in all cases and is required
if a grid resistor {max, value of 1.0 megohm) is used.

INSTALLATION

The base pins of the '45 fit the standard four-contact socket which should be
mounted preferably to hold the tube in a vertical position. If it is necessary to
place the tube in a horizontal position, the socket should be mounted with the fila-
ment pin holes vertically one E.Eﬂ-?i: the other. This precaution locates the filament
plane wvertical for most satisfactory performance. For socket connections, see
page 39, Fig. 1. Provision should be made for free circulation of air around the
tube since the bulb becomes quite hot during operation.

The coated filament of the '45 is designed to operate from the a-c line through a
step-down transformer although it may be operated from a d-c source. In either
case, the voltage applied to the filament terminals should be the rated value of 2.5
volte under conditions of load and normal line voltage.

APPLICATION

As a power amplifier, the '45 should be operated as indicated under CHARAC-
TERISTICS. When a.c. is used on the filament, the plate and grid returns should be
brought to (1) a mid-tapped resistor of from 20 to 40 ohms across the filament
winding, or (2) to the mid-tap of the filament winding itself.

Grid bias for the '45 should be obtained by use of the voltage drop in a resistor
connected in the negative platecreturn lead. This scheme is known as the self-
biasing method. The proper value of the resistor for a single '43 is 1550 ohmi
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for a plate voltage of 275 volts; 1475 ohms for a plate voltage of 250 volts; and
1275 ohms for a plate voltage of 180 volts.

If more output is desired than can be obtained from a single '43, two '45's may
be ‘aperated either in parallel or push-pull connection. See page 13. When two
45’s are operated together in the same amplifier stage, the values of the self-
hl:}i}&ing resistors will be approximately -DI!E’I'!LEIIF the values given above for a single
tube.

An output device should be used to transfer power to the winding of the repro-
ducing unit,

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS
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RCA Radiotron
RCA-46

DUAL-GRID POWER AMPLIFIER

The "46 is a double-grid power amplifier tube recommended
especially for service in Class B amplifier circuits of suitable design.
In such circuits an output stage is preceded by a power amplifier
stage designated as the “driver.” A pair of '46’s in a Class B
output stage is capable of supplying an exceptionally large amount
of wirtually undistorted power; while a single "46, operated in the
driver stage as a Class A amplifier, can deliver suflicient power to drive the pair of
"46’s in the output stage,

The dual application of the *46 to Class B and to Class A amplifier service is
made possible by different connections of the two grids incorporated in the tube’s
structure, [Each grid terminates in its respective base pin. For Class B operation,
the two grids must be tied together. This connection causes the tube to have an
amplification factor so high that negative grid bias is not required for its operation
as a Class B amplifier. For Class A operation, the grid adjacent to the plate is tied
to the plate in order that the tube will have a low amplification factor. In the
latter case, negative grid bias is required for proper operation of the tube. See
page 15 for discussion of Class B operation.

CHARACTERISTICS
FiLamMeENT VoLTtace (A. C.or D. G, .. 29 Volts
FILAMENT CUBRRENT & ivt it inetanerrennnnnaneean 1.75 Amperes
MAXIRUM DVERALL TTENGTH e voviomevie s i e s giss wam 534"
MAXTMUM DIAMEBTBR ouocwmwvmimavain o 231"
BULe (See page-42, Pig A0} wysees iy iassmassas 8-17
BasSE s asaaii A RN L i G R . Medium 5-Pin

As Class B Amplifier

PLATE VOLTAGE ..ttt et innnannnn 300 400 max. Volts
GrRID VoLTAGE (Both grids tied together) .. 0 0 WVolts
PLATE CURRENT (Per tube) .............. = 6 Milliamperes
Peax Prate Current (Per tube) ........ 150 200 Milliamperes
Max. PLaTE DissipaTioN (Avg. per tube) . 10 10 Watts
Loan ReEsisTANCE (Per tube) ............ 1300 1450 Ohms
Max. SicwAL VoLTAGE (BMS per tube) .... 40 41 Volts
Max. ConTinvous Power OuteuT (Two tubes)® 16 20 Watts

As Class A Amplifier

PEATE: NOLTREE s e s i s s i i @i a 250 max. Volts

Grip VoLTacE (Grid adjacent to plate tied to plate) =33 Volts

PEATE: EUBRENT vh ol 19 bin s beee e bo 5005 5 e i 22 Milliamperes
PLATE R ESISTANCE oottt e e et et e e e eae e e 2380 Ohms
AMPLIFICATION FacTor ..... . e i 5.6

MuTUAL CONDUCTANCE ..... T R R R 2350 Micromhos
Loap Resistance (For max. undistorted power ) *# 6400 Ohims

Max, UNpisTORTED FPoweR OUTPUT L ieividevnaa 1.25 Watts

* Power measured across indicated wvalue of resistor in plate circuit of ecach tube, with indicated
signal applied through 250 ohm resistance in the grid circuit.
¥+ Approximately twice this value is recommended for load of driver for Class B stage.

INSTALLATION

The base of the 46 is of the medium five-pin type. lts pins fit the standard five-
contact socket which may be installed to operate the tube either in a vertical or in

Y
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a horizontal position. For horizontal operation, the socket should be positioned
with the filament pin openings one vertically above the other. For socket connec-
tions, see page 39, Fig, 7,

The bulb of this tube may become very hot under certain conditions of opera-
tion. Sufficient ventilation, therefore, should be provided around the tube to pre-
vent overheating.

The filament is designed to operate at 2.5 volts. The transformer winding that
supplies the filament circuit should operate the filament at this recommended value
(as measured at the filament terminals) when rated voltage is applied to the pri-
mary of the power transformer operating under average load. The filament wiring
should, insofar as possible, be isolated from the input circuit of the driver stage
in order to avoid the pessibility of hum caused by electrostatic induction from this
wWiring,

The grid and plate return for the driver stage should be made to a variable center-
tapped resistor across the filament (or heater) supply for minimum hum adjustment.
The use of a push-pull driver stage with either equi-potential or filament type
tubes will reduce hum resulting from the filament supply, but is required only in
special applications.

APPLICATION

For Class B audio power amplifier service, the '46 is particularly recommended
because of its design. In this type of service, the two grids in the tube are con-
nected together and, thus, the signal voltage is applied to both simultaneously. INo
erid bias voltage is necessary with this connection as the steady plate current at zero
bias is only a few milliamperes. The design of the 46 permitting its operation as
a Class B amplifier with zero bias is particularly important because it prevents
variation of bias with applied signal which would otherwise exist if any self-bias
arrangement were employed.

The direct-current requirements of Class B circuits are subject to fluctuation under
operating conditions. The power supply, therefore, should have as good regulation
as possible to maintain proper operating voltages regardless of the current drain.
The use of a mercury-vapor rectifier in the power supply is recommended because
it has a low and practically constant space-charge voltage drop within its operating
range. As a [urther means of obtaining good regulation, the filter chokes and
transformer windings of the power supply should have as low resistance as pos-
sible. In designing the power supply for a Class B amplifier, it should be remem-
bered that such an amplifier may frequently demand peak currents of 200 milli-
HITIPEI’EE O INOre,

The grid of the *46 is operated sufficiently positive to cause grid current to flow
in its input circuit. This feature imposes a further

requirement on the preceding amplifier stage which DPYNAMIC TRANSFER o fan cho11CS
must supply not only the necessary input voltage to | UG, i ‘
the output stage, but it must be capable of doing so 55252 i
under conditions where appreciable power is taken by = —1 'f,-" 2D
the grid of the Class B amplifier tube. Since the | 7 |
power necessary to swing the grid positive is partially G o TUBE X"
dependent on the plate load of the Class B tube, and i —

since the efficiency of power transfer from the preced- [ § [s&ggeme B
ing stage is dependent on transformer design, it is | § &3 T /Lo A4
apparent that the design of a Class B audio power 0 e D e
amplifier requires that more than ordinary attention Alz W s L
be given to the effects produced by the component - TR i e
parts of the circuit. For this reason, the design of [7ige=F /1A Eﬂ--ﬁjﬁn;gzﬁ] T
a Class B audio amplifier with its driver stage is Eﬁ_'i”“mj”ff._f”“ |

somewhat more involved than for a Class A

== HHERD- e
'5 ::rrqu LC II':I-J | E IH\T__I: I J |'_
o at -'.'.:‘::-"_sua 1
In the desien of Class B amplifiers, the interstage | 8 tz Sfeee g sy
i i 1 v - | ] | -
transformer is the link interconnecting the driver and el [ M L

the Class B stage, It is usually of the step-down type, INSTANTANEQUS GRID VOLTS(e(, ]
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that is, the primary input voltage is higher than the secondary voltage supplied to
the grids of the power output tubes, Depending upon conditions, the ratio of the
primary of the interstage transformer to one-half of its secondary may range between
1.5 to 1 and 5.5 to 1. The transformer step-down ratio is dependent on the
following factors: (1) Type of driver tube, (2) Type of power tube, (3) Load on
power tube, (4) Permissible distortion, and (5) Transformer efhiciency (peak
powet ).

The primary impedance of the interstage transformer is essentially the same as if
the transformer were to be operated with no load, that is, into an open grid.
Since power is transferred, the transformer should have reasonable power efliciency.
It should be noted that the power output and distortion are often critically de-
pendent upon the circuit constants which should therefore be made as near inde-
pendent of frequency as possible. This applies particularly to the interstage coup-
hng transformer and to the loudspeaker.

The driver tube should be capable of delivering sufhcient power to operate the
Class B amplifier stage. If low distortion is desired, it is most important that the
driver tube be worked substantially below its Class A undistorted output rating,
since distortion produced by the driver stage and the power stage will be present
in the output.

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS
CLASS B OPERATION
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For Class A operation of the 46, the grid adjacent to the plate is connected to
the plate. The grid next to the filament serves as the control grid. Operation of
the tube is then similar to any Class A power amplifier triode. The operation of
this tube connected as a Class A amplifier is not indicative of its performance in
Class B circuits and should not be confused with the latter.

The intended application of the 46 as a Class A amplifier is for driving two
"46's in a Class B amplifier circuit. The tube has been constructed for this dual
service in order to reduce the number of tube types necessary in a receiver. The
tabulated values for Class A operation of this type as given under CHARACTERISTICS
are for its operation as a power output tube.

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS
CLASS A OPERATION
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RCA Radiotron
RCA-247

POWER AMPLIFIER PENTODE

The '47 is a power amplifier pentode for use in the audio output
stage of a-c receivers. It is capable of giving large power output
with a relatively small input signal voltage. In comparison with
three-electrode power amplifiers of the same plate dissipation, the
'47 is capable of greater power output with the additional feature
of higher amplification. This power-handling ability of the 47 is
made possible by the addition of both a suppressor and a screen between the grid
and plate. (See page 5 for further information on pentodes.)

CHARACTERISTICS
FiiaMeENT VortaceE (A. € or Do C)eer v v 2:5 YWolts
PIUAMBET OULRENT crmmmmremiy s it oy 173 Amperes
PLATE "VOLTARE! souies s o e vt i S v Biwie s 250 max.  Volts
CENREIN VOLTRAE s i S I s iy mEEiEy &5 250 max.,  Volts
CIRID NOETRCRE o e e i S e e us ~16.3 WVolts
PLATE CUBRENT s g e s m ponom wonen sinn b 46006 080 80 070 31 Milliamperes
SCERRIE U BITRIEENT o iponspri e oo o v mmonmm s e 6.0 Milliamperes
PEATR - THSISTANIOR e i sy e 60000 Ohms
AMPLIPICATION FAGTOR ivisivv s e s v e 130
MuTtuaL CoONDUCTANCE ...... e R e AR 2500 Micromhos
LaAD BRIt el e v o e P i N i s 7000 Ohms
POBER RIUTPUT. wosren s sm s e o 600 s s & 80 a0k w00 8 2500 Milliwatts
ErfeEcTIVE GRID-PLATE CAPACITANCE [:25 ppf,
THPOT TIAPACITANCE: . owoasoigsis e 8.7 uf,
OUuTPUT CAPACITANCE usivaviscss 13.2 ppf.
MaxmvMum OvERALL LENGTH ............ TR A R 534"
BMazivomd DIAMEBTER §i . i wivisiauidves e i 235"
BuLs (See page 42, Fig. 10) ...uneneiiinnccansens Ry S-17
BAGE o m S R N Y PN e e e Medium 5-Pin

INSTALLATION

The base pins of the '47 fit the standard five-contact socket which should be
mounted preferably to hold the tube in a vertical position, For socket connections,
see page 39, Fig. 6. If it is necessary to place the tube in a horizontal position,
the socket should be mounted with its filament pin openings one vertically above the
other. Provision should be made for free circulation of air around the tube since
the bulb becomes quite hot during operation.

The coated filament of the 47 is intended for operation from a 2.3-volt winding
of the power transformer. The voltage applied to the filament terminals should be
the rated value of 2.5 volts under operating conditions and average line voltage.

APPLICATION

For the power amplifier stage of radio receivers, the '47 is recommended either
singly or in push-pull combination. More than one audio stage preceding the '47
is undesirable because of the possibility of microphonic disturbances resulting from
the high level of amplification.

If a single "47 is operated self-biased, the self-biasing resistor should be approxi-
mately 450 ohms. This resistor should be shunted by a condenser of 4 to 20 ui.

e o
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to aveid degeneration eflects at low audio frequencies. The use of two '47's in
push-pull eliminates the necessity of by-passing the resistor and is, in addition, effec-
tive in reducing hum from filter circuits. The self-biasing resistor required for the
push-pull stage is approximately 225 ohms.

Any conventional type of input coupling may be used, provided that the resistance
added to the grid circuit by this device is not too high, Transformer or impedance
coupling devices are preferable. If input-resistance coupling is used, a grid resis
tance not to exceed 0.5 megohm may be employed under self-bias conditions.
Without seli-bias, the grid leak resistance should not exceed 30000 ohms.

An output transformer should be used in order to supply power to the winding
of the reproducing unit. The optimum value of load resistance for the output
device is 7000 ohms. For best results, the impedance in the plate circuit of the '47
over the entire audio-frequency range should be as uniform as possible.

The blue glow which frequently appears on the inner surface of the 47 bulb is
due to fluorescence caused by stray electrons from the filament which strike the
interior of the getter-coated bulb. This fluorescence is a natural effect and is in no
manner an indication of the performance of the tube.

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS
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RCA Radiotron
UX-250

POWER AMPLIFIER

The 50 is a power amplifier tube designed for use pri-
marily in the output stage of an audio-frequency amplifier
employing transformer coupling. It is capable of delivering
unusually large amounts of undistorted power.

CHARACTERISTICS
FiLAMENT VOLTAGE (A. C.or D. C)ocorunsarnes . 7.5 Volts
BREAKENT THURRENT s i b S e we s s ; 125 Amperes
PLraTe WORTAGE iodesdessbairvat 350 400 450 max. Volts
Gmp. VoLTaar® o ovaassmsiisaes —63 —70 —84 Volts
PLATE CURRENT wevosvrvosrvnsasns 45 53 535 Milliamperes
PLATE RESISTANCE «ourvsssnssssns 1900 1800 1800 Ohms
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR ........... 3.8 3.8 3.8
MuTtual CONDUGCTANOE .ociveiases 2000 2100 2100 Micromhos
LoAD RESISTAMCE .esevssnaassasin 4100 3670 4350 Ohms
UwpistorTED Power QurtePuT ..... 2400 3400 4600 Milliwatts
GRID-PLATE CAPACITANCE ......... 9 upf.
GRID-FILAMENT CAPACITANCE ...... 5 .
PLATE-FILAMENT CAPACITANCE ..... 3 uf,
MAXTMUM OUERALL LERGTE wwswmmasmasin s weine = = 6 s 6l4a"
REA Kttt PHANMBTER b s i o s it e o i S B s ; 21144"
Burps (See:page 42, Pigs 13) wvivie dvaidevnisaiimgs 5-21
BREI o osremomen ot mocm bk b R e PR e R AN Medium 4-Pin Bayonet

* Measured from mid-point of a-e operated filament.

INSTALLATION

The base pins of the '50 fit the standard four-contact socket which should be
mounted to hold the tube in a vertical position. For socket connections, see page 39,
Fig. 1. Provision should be made for free circulation of air around the tube, since
the bulb becomes quite hot during operation,

The coated filament is designed to operate from a 7.3 volt winding of the power
transformer. However, if desirable, it may be operated equally as well from a d-c
source. In either case the voltage applied to the filament terminals should be the
rated value of 7.5 volts,

APPLICATION

As a power amplifier, the '50 should be operated as shown under CHARAC-
TERISTICS, Grid bias voltage may be conveniently obtained by means of the
voltage drop through a resistor in the plate return lead. The proper value of this
resistor is 1400 ohms for a plate voltage of 350 volts; 1275 ohms for a plate poten-
tial of 400 wvolts; and 1530 ohms for a plate potential of 450 volts. The '50 is not
recommended for use in resistance-coupled circuits having a grid resistor.

If more output is desired than can be obtained from a single "50, two "50's may
be operated either in -parallel or push-pull connection. See page 13. When two
'50’s are operated together in the same amplifier stage, the wvalues of the self-
biasing resistors will be approximately one-half those shown above for a single tube.

T
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RCA Radiotron
RCA-56

SUPER-TRIODE AMPLIFIER

The 56 is a three-electrode tube of the uni-potential heater-
cathode type recommended for use as detector, amplifier, or oscil-
lator in a-c receivers designed for it. This tube is characterized by
its small overall size, its relatively low heater power consumption
its high mutual conductance, and its comparatively high amplifica-

tion factor. The 56 is especially useful in resistance-coupled audio-
frequency amplifiers.

| CHARACTERISTICS
HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C.or D. C).u, ... ... ... 2.5 Volts
HEATER CURRENT v vvaiiviimnsnnan . o 1.0 Ampere
PLATE VOLTAGE v ioviunnnucnonnnannnn e o, 250 max. Volts
GRID VOLTAGE* ., . .. visinnnren e e e —13.5 Volts
PLATE CURRENT +tvtteieveemvneman s vnnesrnnnnn, 5 Milliamperes

_ FL&TE BRESISTANGE .oopmmsmmmensm e i 9500 Ohms

‘ AMPLIFICATION PACTOR wiioivivammerns v s avevig 13.8

' MUTUAL CONDUCTANGE ...vviriennnnenorsnsonses 1450 Micromhos
GRID-PLATE CAPACITANCE ......... 3.2 ppf.

’ GRID-CATHODE CAPACITANCE ....... 3.2 ppf.
PLATE-CATHODE CAPACITANCE ...... 2.2 ppf.

: RIaxist UM - OVERALL LENGTE v o o i s s e s i 4%"
MaxiuM DIAMETER . ..ovvviaeiaus R R R R 1%"
BULe: (See pape 42, Pig, 6) vivuviividvovvaeavassi e 5-12
= 2 e S Small 5-Pin

* If a grid coupling resistor is used, its maximum value should not eaceed 1.0 megohm.

INSTALLATION

The base of the 56 is of the small five-pin type. Its pins fit the standard five-
contact socket which may be installed to operate the tube either in a vertical or in a
' horizontal position. For horizontal operation, the socket should be positioned with
| its heater pin openings one vertically above the other. For socket connections,
see page 39, Fig. 8.

. The heater is designed to operate at 2.5 volts. The transformer winding supply-
; ing the heater circuit should be designed to operate the heater at this recommended
i value (as measured at the heater terminals) when rated voltage is applied to the
primary of the power transformer operating under average load.

The cathode should be connected either to the mid-tap on the heater supply
winding or to the mid-tap of a 50 ohm (approximate) resistor shunted across the
winding, If this practice is not followed, the heater may be biased negative with
respect to the cathode by not more than 45 wvolts. When the cathode is not con-
nected directly to the heater in a-c receivers, attention should be given to keeping
the impedance of the circuit between heater and cathode as low as possible. Unless
this is done, hum may arise because of heater to cathode leakage.

APPLICATION

As an amplifier, the 56 is applicable either to radio-frequency or audio-frequency
circuits. Recommended operating conditions for service using transformer coupling
are given under CHARACTERISTICS. FPor circuits utilizing resistance coupling, typical
operating conditions are as follows: Plate supply voltage, 250 volts; grid bias voltage,
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THE RCA RADIOTRON MANUAL

-9 volts (approximate); plate load resistor, 30000 to 100000 ohms; and plate cur-
rent, 1 to 2 mulliamperes.

As a detector, the 36 may be of the grid leak and condenser or grid bias type.
The plate voltage for the grid leak and condenser method should be about 45
volts. A grid leak of from 1 to 5 megohms with a grid condenser of 0.00025 uf,
is satisfactory. FPor the grid bias method of detection, the maximum plate supply
voltage of 250 volts may be used together with a negative grid bias voltage of
approximately 20 volts. The plate current should be adjusted to 0.2 milliampere
with no a-c input signal voltage. The grid bias voltage may be supplied from the
voltage drop in a resistor between cathode and ground. The wvalue of this self-
biasing resistor is not critical, 100000 to 150000 ohms being suitable. The higher
value will permit the application of a larger input signal.

The 56 may be employed as a two-electrode detector preferably by connecting
the plate to the cathode for the one electrode and using the grid for the other.
With this arrangement, a-¢ input voltages as high as 40 volts RMS may be applied
between grid and cathode,

As an oscillator, the 56 may be operated with a plate voltage of appm:-:in?ately
90 volts and zero grid bias. A lower value of plate voltage may be found desirable
in some applications,

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS
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RCA Radiotron
RCA-57

TRIPLE-GRID AMPLIFIER

The 57 is a triple-grid tube recommended especially for service
as a biased detector in a-c receivers designed for its characteristics.
In such service, this tube is capable of delivering a large audio-
{requency output voltage with relatively small input voltage. Other
applications of the 57 include its use as a low signal-input, screen
- grid amplifier tube and as an automatic volume control tube. The
57 is characterized by the small overall size, the dome-top bulb, the internal shield
in the dome, the rigidity of electrode -:LESEmhl}F and the ﬁfth electrode or suppressor
with its own base pin terminal, Equally significant among its electrical features
are its relatively low heater power consumption, its sharp plate current “cut-off”
with respect to grid voltage, and its adaptability of electrode combinations to un-
usual circuit applications.

The internal shield is a distinctive feature in the design of this tube. It is placed
in the bulb dome above the electrode assembly and is connected within the tube
directly to the cathode. The dome-top bulb makes possible close proximity of the
external and internal shields and, therefore, a low eflective grid-plate capacitance.
The form of the external shield-can may be somewhat modified depending upon
the receiver design requirements for minimum grid-plate and output capacitance.

CHARACTERISTICS
HektEr YOLrTAEE 44 & opr Do Yoo oiasiisvaivs Fi5 WVolts
HeATER CURRENT ..... e el e e : 1.0 Ampere
PILATE VOLTAGE & . vt it it sesssnsssssnanssssanss 250 max. Volts
SCREEN VOLTAGE .. ..cvven.. e e a et 100 max.  Volts
RN o e o -3 Volts
PERTE CAIERENT e e S s e s ; 2.0 Milliamperes
SEREEN LB RENT & viis i e ses S e e 1.0 Milliampere
PEATE BB eT AR i s ra it s e (Greater than 1.5 Megohms
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR ... .. ...... Greater than 1500
MuUTUAL CONDUCTANCE v v v snesnsasansssas e 225 Micromhos
ErrFecTIiVE GRID-PLATE CAPACITANCE (with shle ::1 can) 0.010 maximum puf.
IR P A DACITANMOE v s e : 5.2 wuf,
ODUTPUT CAPACITANGE o ohiyhr s T 6.8 pLf,
CIVERAEL LEWGTEL o oot mtiy s g st e i 41860" to 42740
MAXTMUM DIAMETER o« it vttt vt ne e et esssnanssnasosass 195 s"
P Toeate B0, B0 i e e o o e R SR e 5T-12
T e e e e e e . Small Metal
B ey e e e e T Small 6-Pin

INSTALLATION

The base pins of the 57 fit the standard 6-contact socket which may be installed
to hold the tube either in a wvertical or in a horizontal position. For horizontal
operation, the socket should be positioned with its heater pin openings one vertically
above the other. For socket connections, see page 39, Fig. 11.

For heater operation and cathode connection, refer to InsTarLaTION for type 36.

The screen voltage may be obtained from a potentiometer or bleeder circuit
across the B-supply source. Due to the screen current characteristics of the 57, the
use of a resistor in series with the high voltage supply may be employed for obtain-
ing the screen voltage provided the cathode-resistor method of bias control is
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THE RCA RADIOTRON MANUAL

used. This method, however, is not recommended if the high wvoltage B-supply
exceeds 250 volts.

Complete shielding of detector circuits employing the 57 is generally necessary,
since considerable voltage at carrier frequency is usually present in the plate circuit
even though the latter is by-passed with a low impedance capacitor. Two-section
filters in the plate circuit are frequently necessary to prevent radio-frequency feed-
back to the input of the detector.

In receivers employving a built-in lowdspeaker, acoustic shielding may be neces-
sary to prevent microphonic feed-back when a strong radio-frequency carrier voltage
is present on the tube elements. It should be noted also that condenser plates may
cause an audio howl due to mechanical feed-back from the speaker.

APPLICATION

As a biased detector, the 57 is particularly recommended because of its ability
to deliver a large audio-frequency output voltage of good quality with a fairly
small radio-frequency signal input. Recommended conditions for the 57 as a biased
detector are as follows: Plate voltage, 250 volts; screen voltage, 100 volts; grid bias
voltage, —6 volts (approx.); plate load, 250000 ohm resistor, or a 500 henry choke
shunted by a 0.25 megohm resistor. For resistance load, the plate voltage will be
the supply voltage minus the voltage drop in load caused by specified plate current
(adjusted to 0.1 milliampere with no a-c input signal),

Detector bias may be obtained from a bleeder circuit, from a resistor in the
cathode circuit, or from a partial self-biasing circuit. The cathode-resistor method
permits of higher output at low percentage modulation since the input signal may
be increased almost in inverse proportion to the modulation without resulting in
objectionable distortion.

As a radio-frequency amplifier, the 57 may be used particularly in applications
where the r-f signal applied to the grid is relatively low, that is, of the order of a
few volts. In such cases either screen or control grid voltage (or both) may be
varied to control the receiver volume. When larger signals are involved, a super-
control amplifier tube should be employed to prevent the occurrence of excessive
cross-modulation and modulation distortion. Recommended operating conditions
for amplifier service are given under CHARACTERISTICS.

As a frequency converter or a superheterodyne first detector, the 57 may be
employed but a tube having super-control characteristics is to be preferred, especially
if signals of large magnitude are to be received, and if supplementary volume con-
trol 15 to be obtained in this stage.

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS
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RCA Radiotron
RCA-58

TRIPLE-GRID SUPER-CONTROL AMPLIFIER

The 58 is a triple-grid super-control amplifier tube recommended
especially for service in the radio-frequency and intermediate-fre-
quency stages of a-c receivers designed for its characteristics. The
58 is characterized by the small owverall size, the dome-top bulb,
and the fifth electrode or suppressor with its own base pin terminal.
Equally significant among its electrical features are the relatively
low heater power consumption, the extended mutual conductance operating range,
and the adaptability of electrode combinations to various circuit applications. The
ability of this tube to handle usual signal voltages without cross-modulation and
modulation-distortion makes it uniquely adaptable to the rf and i-f stapes of
receivers employing automatic volume control. Shield construction and bulb shape
are discussed under Type 57, which is similar in structural appearance.

When the suppressor is not connected directly to the cathode, its utility may be
extf:nded. The suppressor, in suitable circuits, provides a means for obtaining the
desirable conditions of reduced selectivity for local reception. This operational

characteristic makes possible improved loudspeaker response when the receiver is
tuned to powerful nearby stations.

CHARACTERISTICS

HeaTER VoLTaGE (A. C. or D. C)... e o 23 Violts
HtaTen CIERRNT oo ans A 1.0 Ampere
PLasr - MOESAGE Givicmes i e . S 250 max, Volts
SCREEN VOLTAGE & 0 g e e 100 max.  Volts
Grip VOLTAGE .. ... . ... . ... .. R —3 min. Volts
PLaTE CURRENT .. ......... e S 8.2 Milliamperes
SCREEN CURRENT ..... L Bt T 3.0 max. Milliamperes
BEATE BESISTARICE o o s s sy s e 800000 Ohms
AMPLIRIDATION BABTOR (il ii s e sl s 1280
MuTuaL CONDUCTANCE ........ e 1600 ﬁ@cmm{ms

At —40 wvolts bias. .. ... 10 icromhos
MuTtuaL CoNDUQTANCE { T —Sg b 3 Mice b
EFreCcTIVE GRID-PLATE CAPACITANCE (with shield-can) 0.010 maximum puf.
THPUT LIPADTIIRNEE: ;oo irahians : 5.2 gt
CIUTPUT GAPACITANCE ©ousot e S 6.8 .
OvERALL LENGTH ....... Ay S . 41957 to 427597
MaxtvMuM DIAMETER ... ouun ... e N 196"
BuULB (See page 42, Fig. 7) . iviiivnnnnann. e 5T-12
- N Small Metal
Base oo e e e Small 6-Pin

INSTALLATION

The base pins of the 58 fit the standard six-contact socket which may be installed
to held the tube either in a wvertical or in a horizontal position. For honzontal
operation, the socket should be positioned with its heater pin openings one verti-
cally above the other. For socket connections, see page 39, Fig. 11.

The heater is designed to operate at 2.5 volts. The transformer wint}ing sup-
plying the heater circuit should be designed to operate the heater at this recom-
mended value for full load operating conditions under average line voltage.

For cathode connection, refer to cathode, type 56.

Control grid bias variation will be found effective in chang_ingil;he volume of the
receiver, In order to obtain adequate volume control, an available grid bias voltage

.



THE RCA RADIOTRON MANUAL

of approximately 50 volts will be required. The exact value will depend upon the
circuit design and operating conditions. This voltage may be obtained, depending
on receiver requirements, {from a potentiometer across a fixed supply voltage or by
the use of a variable self-bias resistor in the cathode circuit.

The screen voltage may be obtained from a potentiometer or bleeder circuit
across the B-supply source. Due to the screen current characteristics of the 38, a
resistor in series with the high-voltage supply may be employed for obtaining the
screen voltage provided the cathode-resistor method of bias control is used. This
method, however, is not recommended if the high wvoltage B-supply exceeds 230
volts. Furthermore, it should be noted that the use of a resistor in the screen
circuit will have an effect on the change in plate resistance with wvariation in sup-
pressor voltage in case the suppressor is utilized for control purposes.

The suppressor may be connected directly to the cathode or it may be made nega-
tive with respect to the cathode. For the latter condition, the suppressor voltage
may be obtained from a potentiometer or bleeder circuit for manual volume and
selectivity control, or from the drop in a resistor in the plate circuit of the auto-
matic volume control tube.

Shielding requirements are similar to those {for type 37.

APPLICATION

As a radio-frequency amplifier, the 38 is especially applicable to radio receiver
design because of its ability to reduce cross-modulation effects, its remote “cut-oft™
feature, and its flexible adaptability to circuit combinations and to receiver design.
Recommended conditions for the 53 as an amplifier are given under CHARAC-
TERISTICS.

To realize the maximum benefit of the long “cut-off” feature of this tube, it is
necessary to apply a wvariable grid bias and to maintain the screen at a constant
potential with respect to the cathode. However, good results may be obtained by
using a wvariable cathode resistance which, of course, reduces the screen potential
with respect to the cathode by the same amount that the bias is increased, thus
hastening the “cut-off”” and reducing the ability of the tube to handle large signals.
This undesirable effect may be nullified by means of a series resistor in the screen
circuit,

The use of series resistors for obtaining satisfactory control of screen voltage in
the case of four-electrode tubes is usually impossible because of secondary emission
phenomena. In the 58, however, the suppressor practically removes these effects
and it is therefore possible to obtain satisfactorily the screen wvoltage from the plate
supply or from some high intermediate voltage providing these sources do not
exceed 250 volts. With this metheod, the screen to cathode voltage will fall off
very little from minimum to maximum value of cathode-control resistor. In some
cases, it may actually rise. This rise of screen to cathode voltage above the normal
maximum value is allowable because the screen and the plate current are reduced
simultaneously by a sufficient amount to prevent damage to the tube. It should be
recognized in general that the series resistor method of obtaining screen woltage
from a higher voltage supply necessitates the use of the wvariable cathode-resistor
method of controlling volume. When screen and control grid voltages are obtained
in this manner, the remote “cut-off”” advantage of the 38 may be fully realized.

As a frequency converter or a superheterodyne first detector, the 58 may be
used to advantage., It is capable of producing under the proper conditions of grid
and local oscillator voltage, a gain in the first detector stage of about one-third
that which can be obtained in an intermediate-frequency amplifier stage. In addi-
tion, this gain can be controlled as in the case of the radio-frequency amplifier by
varying the grid bias either from a separate supply or from a wvariable resistor in the
cathode circuit. This is a particularly desirable f{eature in receivers employing
automatic volume control, because it enables a much lower threshold input to be
received without loss of amplification and permits the reception of high input volt
ages without loss of control. Recommended conditions for the 38 as a superhetero-
dyne first detector follow: Plate voltage, 250 volts; screen woltage, 100 volts; and
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THE RCA RADIOTRON MANUAL

grid bias voltage, —10 volts minimum (with 9-volt oscillator peak swing). With an
oscillator peak swing of 1 wvolt less than the grid bias, these values are not critical
and may be chosen to meet circuit design requirements.

As a grid bias detector, the 38 is not recommended. This is because the inten-
tional elimination of a definite “cut-off” makes the 38 rather insensitive and ren-
ders any approach to linear detection impracticable.

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS
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RCA Radiotron
UX-171-A

POWER AMPLIFIER

The "71-A is a power amplifier tube of low output
impedance for use in the output stage of audio-frequency

amplifiers.
CHARACTERISTICS

PreasgenT Vairage (D, 00.). .. e, e nisdiwia i 5.0 Volts
FILAMENT CURRENT 4 tvvnvvensenrtne vt nensnsros 0.25 Ampere
PEATE VOLTASE ety o sepytisison s 90 133 180 max. Valts
01 MOLTARRY vwwvemams cnmss s —~16.5 —27 —40.5 Volts
P CGRIERBHIE o s e s i s 12 17.5 20 Milliamperes
PLATE RESISTANGE Jwisin s «ws 2250 1960 1850 Ohms
AORPLIRICATION FRQTOR . b i & s 3 3 3
MOTUAL CONDUGTANGE o iiidamei 1330 1520 1620 Micromhos
LOAD RESISTANCE v vverrennnnnens 3200 3500 5350 Ohms
UnpistorTEp Powrr QUTPUT ..... 125 370 700 Milliwatts
GRID-PLATE CAPACITANCE ... vn... 7.4 nuf.
GRID-FILAMENT CAPACITANCE ...... 3.7 it
PLATE-FILAMENT CAPACITANCE ..... 2.1 uuf.
larnatng  DVERELEL: LEMNETIL wii i e s i aiise dam e ars s e 41144"
MAXIMUM DHMAMEBTER \cvecnvcnvraainsg T N R e I 115345"
BULE (See page 42, Eig. 8) ..o vivanieanivie s 5-14
BASE ..ouvvnn. e e o b RS TR R Medium 4-Pin

% For operation on a-c filament supply, increase grid bias voltage 1.5 volts,

INSTALLATION

The base pins of this tube fit the standard four-contact socket. The socket should
be installed so that the tube will operate in a vertical position. For socket connec
tions, see page 39, Fig. 1.

The coated filament of the "71-A may be operated from a storage battery or from
the a-c line through a step-down transformer. For operation of this tube from a
storage battery, a fixed or variable resistor of suitable value is required to reduce
the battery voltage to 5.0 volts across the filament terminals at the socket. Most
satisfactory operating performance of the tube will be obtained at the rated
filament voltage.

APPLICATION

Operating conditions are given under CHARACTERISTICS for the use of this tube
in the power output stage. With a d-c filament supply, the grid and the plate
return should be made to the negative hlament terminal

For a-c filament supply, the plate and the grid return should be brought either
to a mid-tapped resistor of 20 to 40 ohms across the filament winding, or to a
mid-tap of the filament winding. To prevent overloading and distortion, the
recommended negative grid bias should always be used.

Grid bias for the '71-A may be obtained from a C-battery or by means of the
voltage drop in a resistor connected in the negative plate return lead. This second
method is known as the self-biasing method, since the plate current determines the
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THE RCA RADIOTRON MANUAL

drop. It is not, however, generally applicable to battery operated receivers. The
proper value of this resistor for a plate voltage of 180 wvolts is 2130 ohms; for a
plate voltage of 135 wolts, 1700 ohms; and for 90 wolts, 1600 ohms,

It more output is desired than can be obtained from a single 71, two "71's may
be operated either in parallel or push-pull connection. See page 13. When two
“11's are operated together in the same amplifier stage, the values of the self-
biasing resistors will be approximately one-half the values given above for a single
tube.

An output device should be used to transfer power to the winding of the
reproducing unit.

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS
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RCA Radiotron
UX-280

FULL-WAVE RECTIFIER

The '80 is a full-wave rectifying tube intended for use in
d-c power supply devices which operate from the a-c supply

line.

CHARACTERISTICS
FitamMemT VOLTAGE (A. C) oo ciimvinansnnan 5.0 Volts
BILAMENT CURRENTY ol vl g T 2.0 Amperes
1 A-C VoLTAGE PER PLATE {HH‘S} ....... 350 Volts
D-C QUTPUT CURBERT v cvvrrsrnonasesvas 125 max. Milliamperes
2. S AC VoLTace PER PLATE (BMSEB) .on o vnmmns : 400 max.  Volts
T 10 CYUTPHT TR s ers soinsmare ssisn 110 max. Milliamperes
3% | AC VOLTAGE PER Prate (BEMS)..cuvivain 530 max.  Volts
DG QprPpy GURRERT Wi o0 e @i aSimass i 135 max. Milliamperes
Maxiiust OVERALL LENMGTH ... s mbnvain cosunssvns 534"
MAXIMUM DIAMETER oot oo e e et e e e ieaaanaes 245"
Briie (See page 42, P18 0¥ cocasnissemenms e e S-17
BASE oo s e s e s s e s S b g s i T - Medium 4-Pin
* This rating is permissible only with blter circuits having an input choke of at least 20 henries,

INSTALLATION

The base pins of the 80 fit the standard four-contact socket which should be
mounted preferably to hold the tube in a wvertical position. If it is necessary to
place the tube in a horizontal position, the socket should be mounted with both of
the filament pin openings, either at the top or at the bottom. This precaution
locates the filament plane wvertical for most satisfactory performance. For socket
connections, see page 39, Fig. 2. Provision should be made for free circulation of
air around the bulb since it becomes guite hot during operation.

The coated filament of the '80 is designed to operate from the a-c line through a
step-down transformer. The voltage applied to the filament terminals should be
the rated value of 5.0 volts under operating conditions and average line voltage.

The approximate d-c output voltage of the '80 for various wvalues of a-c input
voltages may be obtained from the curves. For the d-c voltage available at the
radio set, it is necessary to subtract the voltage drop across the filter from the value
read from the curves.

The filter may be of either the condenser<input or choke-input type. If an input
condenser is used, consideration must be given to the instantaneous peak wvalue of
the a-¢ input m::lm,ge The peak value is about 1.4 times the RMS value as measured
by most a-c voltmeters. Filter condensers, therefore, EEPEE.‘[&.”}F the input condenser,
should have a rating high enough to withstand the instantaneous peak walue, if
breakdown is to be avoided, “When the input-choke method is used, the swalt]dhle
d-c output voltage will be somewhat lower than with the input- -condenser method
for a given a-c plate voltagpe. However, improved regulation together with lower
peak current will be obtained.

APPLICATION

As a full-wave rectifier, the '80 may be operated with condenser-input or choke-
input filter under conditions not to exceed the ratings given under CHARACTERISTICS.

As a half-wave rectifier, two "80's may be operated in a fullwave circuit with
reasonable serviceability to deliver more d-c output current than can be obtained
from one tube. For this use, the plates of each 80 are tied together at the socket.
The allowable voltage and load conditions per tube are the same as for full-wave
SErVICE.
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OUTPUT CHARACTERISTICS
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RCA Radiotron
UX-281

HALEF-WAVE RECTIFIER

The '81 is a half-wave rectifier tube for use in d-c socket-
power devices operating from the alternating current supply
line. Full-wave rectification may be accomplished by
two 8l1's.

CHARACTERISTICS
FILAMENT WOLTAGE (A G) ciciveviiviam i 19 Volts
FILAMENT LIRBENT otica el s vy i s o ures Amperes
A PrATE - NoETaGE (BMSY 500000t 0 e bt o b 700 max.  Volts
DC OUTPUT CURRENT .+ tvvvrrerinnernnnnennns 85 max.  Milliamperes
MaxiMUM OVERALL LENGTH ... v irenntneanns 614"
AEATIMUIN TMAMIETER oo i i iy oo s s s v i i 276"
DOEE {(Deeatame 43 Bis 12) sosina s s aenspumu Sonss S-19
BaASE: o i G R N AR A B SRR Medium 4-Pin

INSTALLATION

The base pins of the '81 fit the standard four-contact socket which should be
mounted to hold the tube in a wvertical position. For socket connections, see
page 39, Fig. 3. Provision should be made for free circulation of air around the
bulb since it becomes quite hot during operation.

The coated filament of the "81 is designed to operate {rom the a-c line through a
step-down transformer. The voltage applied to the filament terminals should be
the rated value of 7.5 volts under operating conditions and average line voltage.

The approximate d-c output voltage of the '81 in half-wave and full-wave con-
nection for various values of a-c input voltages may be obtained from the curves.
For the d-c woltage available at the radio set, it is necessary to subtract the voltage
drop across the filter from the value read from the curves on preceding page.

The filter may be of either the condenser-input or choke<input type. If an input
condenser is used, consideration must be given to the instantaneous peak value of
the a-c input voltage. The peak wvalue is about 1.4 times the RMS wvalue as
measured by most a-c voltmeters. For this reason, filter condensers, especially the
input condenser, should have a rating high enough to withstand the instantaneous
peak value, if breakdown is to be avoided. ' When the input-choke method is used,
the available d-c output voltage will be somewhat lower than with the input-con-
denser method for a given a-c plate voltage. However, improved regulation,
together with lower peak current, will be obtained.

APPLICATION

As a half-wave rectifier, the "81 may be operated under conditions not to exceed
those given under CHARACTERISTICS.

In full-wave circuits, two "81’°s are required to rectify each half of the a-c voltage.
Operating voltages per tube are the same as for the half-wave circuit, but twice
the d-c output current may be obtained.

For special applications, it is possible to obtain a d-c output voltage approximately
double that to be expected from conventional rectifier circuits, without exceeding
the recommended maximum a-c input voltage per tube. This is accomplished by
means of a voltage doubling system designed for each particular application.
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RCA Radiotron
RCA-82

FULL-WAVE MERCURY-VAPOR
RECTIFIER

The 82 is a fullwave mercury-vapor rectifier tube of the hot-
cathode type for use in suitable rectifying devices designed to
supply d-c power of uniform voltage to receivers in which the
direct current requirements are subject to considerable variation.
The excellent voltage regulation characteristic of the 82 is due
to its low and practically constant voltage drop (only about 15 volts) for any
current drain up to the full emission of the filament (see page 4). The 82 is not

interchangeable with any other rectifier type.

CHARACTERISTICS
FILaMERT VOLTABE: (A G) des i iinie s 2.5 Volts
FILAMENT CURRENT ...caavso G A e e AR 3.0 Amperes
MaxiMmuM A-C Vortace PER Prate (RMS3) ... .. 500 Volts
MaxiMUM PEAE INVERSE VOLTAGE. .....on.oonnn. 1400 Volts
Maxivum D-C Ourputr CurrenT, Continuous. . .. 125 Milliamperes
MaxiMmuM PEak PLATE CURRENT ..v.vv.e. ——— 400 Milliamperes
Tuse VoLTacE DROP, Approximate. ... ..coeeeean 15 Vaolts
Maxidesd- OVERALL LENGTH ihciavaessaeaissviinsas e 41157
MaxiMUM DIAMETER ......... P e e s e e s 11394"
BuLs (See page 42, Fig. 8) ....... e et =l 5-14
BASE vttt e L e e e e i Medium 4-Pin

MERCURY-VAPOR RECTIFIER CONSIDERATIONS

The 82 has very low internal resistance, so that the current it delivers depends on
the resistance of the load and the regulation of the power transformer. Suflicient
protective resistance or reactance must always be used with this tube to limit its
current to the recommended maximum value. If this value is exceeded, the tube
voltage drop will increase rapidly and may permanently damage the hlaments.

It is characteristic of mercury-vapor rectifiers that no appreciable plate current
will flow until the plate voltage reaches a certain critical positive value. At this
point the plate current rises steeply to a high value in a small fraction of a second.
This surge of current re-occurring each time either plate becomes positive may
excite circuits in the vicinity of the tube to damped oscillation and thus cause noisy
radio receiver operation. It is usually necessary, therefore, to provide small
radio-frequency chokes in series with each plate lead so that the slope of the cur
rent wave front to the filter is reduced sufficiently to eliminate impact excitation.

INSTALLATION

The base of the 82 is of the medium 4-pin type. Its pins it the standard four-
contact socket which should be installed to operate the tube in a vertical position
with the base down. Only a socket making very good filament contact and capable
of carrying 3 amperes continuously should be used. Poor contact at the filament
pins will cause overheating at the pins and socket, lowered filament voltage, and
also high internal tube drop with consequent injury to the tube. For socket connec-
tions, see page 39, Fig. 2.

T
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The bulb becomes hot during continuous operation. Provision should be made,
especially if shielding is employed, for adequate natural ventilation to prevent
overheating,

The filament is of the coated type and is intended for a-c operation from one
of the secondary windings of a power transformer. This winding, provided with
a center-tap or center-tap-resistor, should supply at the filament terminals the rated
operating voltage of 2.5 volts when average rated voltage is applied to the primary.
The high current taken by the filament and the possibility of damage caused by
applying plate voltage to the tube with its filament insufhiciently heated make it
imperative that all connections in the filament circuit be of low resistance and of
adequate current-carrying capacity,

The plate supply is obtained from a center-tapped high voltage winding designed
so0 that the maximum asc input voltage per plate will not exceed 500 volts RMS
under varying conditions of supply line voltage. The resistance of the transformer
windings should, of course, be low if full advantage of the excellent regulation
capabilities of this mercury-vapor rectiher is to be obtained. Since the drop
through the tube is practically constant, any reduction in rectified voltage when
the load is increased is due to the drop in the transformer and/or the filter wind-
ings, The return lead from the plates, i.e., the positive bus of the filter and load
circuit, should be connected to the center-tap of the filament winding.

Shielding of this tube, particularly in sensitive receivers, may be necessary to
eliminate objectionable noise. Radio-frequency choke coils, connected in series
with each plate lead and placed within the shielding if used, are usually necessary
in receivers having high sensitivity. The inductance of the chokes should be one
millihenry or more,

A fuse having a rating approximately 509 in excess ol normal load requirements
should be inserted in the primary of the power transformer to prevent damage
in case of excessive current which may flow under abnormal conditions.

It is recommended that the entire equipment be disconnected from the a-c power
supply whenever the 82 is removed from or installed in its socket.

APPLICATION

The 82 is recommended for supplying d-c power to receivers, particularly those
employing Class B audio amplification (see page 15). The direct current re-
quirements of such receivers cause considerable variation in the _lc:ad impressed
on the rectifier tube. The 82 is especially suited to take care of this load demand
with excellent regulation.

Filter circuits of either the condenser-input or the choke-input type may be
employed provided that the maximum voltages and currents tabulated under
(CHARACTERISTICS are not exceeded. If the condenser-input type of filter is used,
consideration must be given to the instantaneous peak wvalue of the a-c input
voltage which is about 1.4 times the RMS value measured from plate to filament
with an a-c voltmeter. It is important, therefore, that the filter condensers (espe-
cially the input one) have a sufficiently high break-down rating to withstand this
instantaneous peak value. It should be noted that with condenser input to the
filter, the peak plate current of the tube is considerably higher than the load cur-
rent. With a large condenser in the filter circuit next to the rectifier tube, the
peak current is often as much as four times the load current. When, however,
choke input to the filter is used, the peak plate current is considerably reduced.
This type of circuit, therefore, is to be preferred from the standpoint of obtaining
the maximum continuous d-¢c output current from the 82 under the most favorable

conditions.

Under operating conditions, the 82 has a bluish-white glow filling the space
within the plates and extending to some degree into the surrounding space outside
the plates. This glow, caused by the mercury wvapor, is an inherent operating

characteristic of the 82.



RCA Radiotron
UV-199 anp UX-199

DETECTORS, AMPLIFIERS

The '99 types are three-electrode, general purpose
tubes designed for dry-cell operation. The low power
consumption of these tubes makes them applicable to
portable receivers and services where power cconomy
i« important. The two types have different bases,

CHARACTERISTICS

FiLamMenT VoLTAGE (D, CY.ennnn oot AR 3.0-3.3 Vaolis
FIEASIER P AR ENTE o s s e oo wi s dre bt 0.060-0.063 Ampere
PratTe VOLTAGE .o e e e e 00 max. Wolts
GRID: VOLTACE v A e e 4.5 Volts
Plave CURBEBET oolinceea S e e e e S 2.5 Milliamperes
PLate RESISTANCE ...... R P U A 15500 Ohms
AMPLIFICATION FacTOor ...... e e Pl e s 6.6
MUTUAL CONDUCTANCE  «ovvssrsmesssossssysiss 425 Micromhos
GRID-PLaTE CAPACITANCE ..... R 3.3 npf,
GRID-FILAMENT CAPACITANCE ..+ 4. 2.5 e,
PrLATE-FiLAMENT CAPACITANCE ..., 2.5 it

T_":.-‘pf 00 D{-’T}'!}tﬁ o
MaxiMuM OveraLL LENGTH ...... LA 415"
MaxiMmusMm DIAMETER ......... T 114" 134"
Bure (Sece Figs. on page 42) ...... T-8 (Fig. 3) T-8 (Fig. 1)
BASE ottt e e Small 4-Nuh Small 4-Pin

INSTALLATION

The base pins of the X-Type '99 fit the standard four-contact socket vshile the
'99 fits only the small shell socket with bayonet slot. The socket should be installed
so that the tubes will operate in a vertical position. Cushioning of the socket in
the detector stage may be desirable il microphonic disturbances are encountered.
For socket connections of X-Type 99 and of "99, see page 39, Fig. 1 and Tig. 10,
respectively,

The filaments in these tubes are designed for operation with three No. 6 dry
cells connected in series. In multi-tube receivers the use of six or nine No. 6
dry-cells connected in series-parallel to give 4.5 velts will decrease the current drain
per cell and give a more stable source of filament power. Il storage-battery opera-
tion is preferred, a four-volt storage battery may be used. In any cise, a filament
rheostat should be provided so that the filament voltage can be adjusted to the
recommended operating value.

APPLICATION

As detectors, '99’s may be operated either with grid leak and condenser or with
grid bias. The recommended plate voltage fur the former method is 45 volts. A
grid leak of from 1 to 5 megohms used with a grid condenser of 0.00025 uf. 1s
satisfactory. The grid circuit return should be connected to the positive filament
terminal. For grid bias detection the maximum plate voltage of 90 volts may be
used with the corresponding negative grid bias of 10.5 wolts. The grid bias should
be adjusted so that the plate current is 0.2 milliampere with no a-c input signal.

As amplifiers, '99’s are applicable to the audio- or the radio-frequency stages
of a receiver, Recommended plate and grid wvoltages are shown wunder
JHARACTERISTICS.

—_ 8% —



