Philosophy 24 - Contemporary Moral Issues  

Animal Rights & The Right to Die 

Philosophy 24, Summer 2007

Summer Session I – June 25 – July 27

Instructor: Christina Waters, PhD

Office: Porter D-129

Phone: (831) 459-2256

E-mail: xtina@ucsc.edu - Office hours: Mon & Tues, 10am-11:30am

http://arts.ucsc.edu/faculty/cwaters
This course will focus on contemporary moral problems involved in animal rights, the right to life/death and euthanasia. Readings and discussion will focus on the difficulty of determining the meaning and value of human and non-human life. The context for discussion will be set by key philosophical strategies – notably the work of Peter Singer.

No background  in philosophy is necessary for this course. The goals of the course are (1) to develop some appreciation of the complexity of problems in these areas of moral inquiry and (2) to sharpen philosophical skills of critical thinking, textual analysis and effective writing.
Text:   Life and Death: A Reader in Moral Problems, by Louis P. Pojman.  

        Wadsworth Publishing Co., 2000

Films: The Sea Inside, dir. Alejandro Amenabar  2002
          The Hours, dir. Stephen Daldry 2003

          Baraka, dir. Ron Fricke 1999

         Planet Earth: Animals 2007

        Blade Runner: Ridley Scott, 1982
Requirements: There will be two short take-home essays, three short reading quizzes, as well as an in-class final examination on the last scheduled class meeting.

Grading: 65% = written work (15% first essay, 25% second essay, 25% final exam; 35% = participation (10% in-class reading quizzes; 25% discussion and presentation).

Class participation is crucial. Out of fairness to colleagues who have met their commitment to the class, you will not pass the course if you incur more than two unexcused absences. Three absences will result in a full grade reduction. Four absences will result in failure of the course.
Late papers will be marked down one half grade for the first day, a full grade for the second day.

Grades will factor in the quality of written work (including in-class quizzes),  grasp of key issues as displayed on essays, final exam,  attendance and overall participation. 
No headphones and no cell phones! No laptops without a DRC note.
Week One

Class One: Monday June 25 

* Life and Death Issues — Barbaro and Terri Schiavo : putting animals “to sleep” 

* Why is euthanasia a hot topic in the 21st century?

Utilitarianism – weighing outcomes in specific situations vs.

Intrinsic values - moral action based upon respect for life  

Reading: Taylor,  p. 111 “The Meaning of Life” and Das, p. 132 “A Hindu Theory of Life and Death”

Class Two: Wednesday June 27  

Discuss Taylor and Das. Why live? Do we stay alive out of sheer habit, or out of choice? And what’s the point of it anyway? discussion of Taylor article in class break-out groups.

Reading: Lori Gruen, “Animals” – on-line at http://arts.ucsc.edu/faculty/cwaters
Class Three: Friday June 29

Brief discussion of Gruen + Film Screening: The Hours

Week Two

Class Four: Monday July 2

Discussion of The Hours; Gruen article.

Why do we  try to make our lives meaningful? Do animals qualify for moral consideration? Why?

Class break-out groups, presenting pros & cons. 

Reading: Rachels, p. 190 “Active and Passive Euthanasia”

— No class on July 4 —

Class Five: Friday, July 6

Discussion of Rachels article. Choosing death— An expression of freedom and dignity? The easy way out? Discussion of “euthanasia” – general issues.
Film Screening – The Sea Inside
Reading for Monday July 9 class: Sullivan, p. 195“Active & Passive Euthanasia: An Impertinent Distinction?”

Give out first essay topics
Week Three

Class Six: Monday July 9

Discussion of The Sea Inside; discuss euthanasia, right to dignity & autonomy. Rachels & Sullivan.  

Discussion groups: Is active euthanasia “worse” than passive euthanasia?

Reading: The Oregon “Right to Die” Law handout; “”Time to Create Terri’s Law (handouts)

Class Seven:  Wednesday July 11

Wrap-up discussion of euthanasia. Is “euthanasia” simply an euphemism? The slippery slope from “mercy killing” to “extermination.” 

Utilitarian Bioethics – hand out

READ in class – and discuss in break-out groups

First paper due

Class Eight: Friday July 13

Film Screening – Blade Runner
Reading: “Singer, p. 400 “All Animals are Equal” 

Week Four

Class Nine: Monday July 16

Discuss Blade Runner  & Singer: The Sanctity of Life — is it so obvious? Non-human Others – how do we determine their qualification for moral consideration?

Eating meat; using animals in laboratory experiments.

Reading for next time: Tom Regan,  p. 422, “The Radical Egalitarian Case for Animal Rights”

Return first paper & handout 2nd paper topics
Class Ten: Wednesday July 18

Discuss Singer & Regan: Class break-out groups; supporting and opposing: Animals having equal rights for moral consideration; animals as sacred, but only to a point;

Class Eleven - Friday July 20

Film Screening –Baraka
Reading for next time: Singer, “Equality for Animals?”handout & Cohen, “The Case Against Animal Rights, p. 453.

Second paper due
Week Five

Class Twelve: Monday July 23

Discussion of Baraka & Singer: Human life vs euthanasia

Points for break-out group debate: Whether consideration of human life always takes priority over non-human life. Whether life always takes priority over death.   

 Return second paper.

Class Thirteen: Wednesday July 25

Final discussion of Singer, Regan, Cohen and animal life/human death

Review of class readings.

FINAL CLASS: Friday July 27

 In-class FINAL EXAM – 2 hours.
