VISION 
The Center is founded on the belief that the visual arts are a powerful form of communication between individuals and across diverse cultures, expressing the important issues of our own era while giving us a deeper understanding of history. 

Our world is increasingly shaped by visual information that impacts every discipline, from the sciences to the humanities. The Center explores this complex visual universe through innovative exhibitions that take a global perspective on the fine arts, while forging links to domains such as scientific imaging and mass media. A desire to create a living laboratory for visual studies leads to an approach that is both inclusive and interdisciplinary—providing an essential new resource for discovery and learning at UC Santa Cruz. 

Situated in the heart of the university campus, at the crossroad of the arts complex, the Center is specifically designed to encourage creative collaborations among the visual and performing arts and other disciplines. With its stunning view of Monterey Bay, the Center also provides an ideal setting for receptions, public events, and activities that serve not only the campus, but the local and regional communities as well. 

Carefully planned curricular programming and faculty collaborations ensure that the Center is always an integral part of teaching and learning. Like the university library, observatory or marine laboratory, the Center greatly expands the possibilities for undergraduate and graduate instruction and research. 

Inspiring critical reflection and appreciation for the visual arts, opening the minds of visitors to new cultural experiences, and offering insightful approaches to interdisciplinary study constitute the core goals and long-term vision of the Center.

